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Empieza tu párrafo aquí. Usa todas las líneas que necesites.

CSAP

EscrituraEscritura
1 Escribe un párrafo en que describas algo bueno que tú hiciste o que viste hacer a

otra persona y por qué tú piensas que esa fue una buena acción.

Puedes usar el espacio de abajo para planear tu párrafo.
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CSAP Writing Scoring Guide (Spanish)

Item 1:

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 3
Standard 2: Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage,
sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.
Subcontent Area: paragraph writing
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CSAP

EscrituraEscritura

Imagínate que tus padres planean ir de vacaciones muy temprano por la
mañana. Cuando todos están listos para partir, recuerdas que olvidaste tu
juego favorito que planeabas llevar en la casa de un amigo. Escribe una
historia de lo que sucede después de que descubres lo que se te olvidó.

Usa la página siguiente para planear tu escrito.

2

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 4
Standard 2: Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.
Benchmark 2.a: Generate topics and develop ideas for a variety of writing.
Subcontent Area: extended writing
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CSAP
EscrituraEscritura

Lee este párrafo que trata del arco iris. El párrafo tiene seis partes subrayadas.

Las palabras o frases subrayadas pueden tener errores de gramática, puntuación,
ortografía o en el uso de las mayúsculas. Fíjate cuidadosamente en cada palabra o
frase subrayada. Si hay un error, usa un lápiz para hacer la corrección en el
espacio arriba de la palabra o frase subrayada. Si no hay un error, escribe
“correcto” en el espacio arriba de la palabra o frase subrayada.

Para recibir el puntaje mínimo por este ejercicio, tienes que hacer correctamente
por lo menos una de las seis partes del ejercicio.

3

el arco iris se forma con las gotas de lluvia. La luz del

sol entra en cada gota y se refleja en la parte de atrás de

las gotas Los colores del arco iris son fragmento de luz. La

luz del sol es una mescla de colores que al pasar por las

gotas de lluvia se transforman en los hermosas colores del

arco iris y forma un arco en el cielo.
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CSAP Writing Scoring Guide (Spanish)

Item 3:

EDITING TASK (ARCO IRIS)

Score Points: 6 Points Possible

Item Benchmark Subcontent Area

• 1 point for changing el to El

• 1 point for changing gotas Los

to gotas. Los

• 1 point for changing fragmento

to fragmentos

• 1 point for changing mescla

to mezcla

• 1 point for changing hermosas

to hermosos

• 1 point for changing forma

to forman

[3.a]

[3.b]

[3.c]

[3.d]

[3.e]

[3.f]

[3.c capitalization]

[3.c punctuation]

[3.d spelling]

[3.d spelling]

[3.b correct

modifiers]

[3.a subject/verb

agreement]

{mechanics}

{mechanics}

{mechanics}

{mechanics}

{grammar and usage}

{grammar and usage}

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 4
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage,
sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, and spelling.

Scoring Note: Each target word (or words) should be considered as a separate, dichotomously scored item.
Give credit for alternative changes that also correct the error. Ignore changes made to any nontargeted word.
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CSAP

MathematicsMathematics

1 During the summer, Henry earns $5 per hour babysitting and $4 per hour mowing
lawns.

Part A Henry babysat a total of 48 hours. How much money did he earn babysitting?
In the space below, show your work and write your answer on the line.

Part B Including the 48 hours of babysitting, Henry earned a total of $308 by the end
of summer. How many hours did he spend mowing lawns? In the space below, show
your work and write your answer on the line.

hours

$
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CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide

Item 1:

Rubric

Exemplary Response

Part A

• $240

AND

• 48 hours � $5 = 240

Part B

• 17 hours

AND

• $308 � 240 = 68

68 � $4 = 17

OR

• Other valid process

Score Points: Apply 2-point holistic rubric.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 5
Standard 6.2c: Operations and Calculations
Subcontent Area: not classified
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CSAP

MathematicsMathematics
2 The table below shows the amounts of money Vince receives for selling bunches of

flowers at the farmers’ market.

Part A Complete the table to show the amount of money Vince receives for selling
35 bunches of flowers.

Part B On the lines below, explain the rule used in the pattern.

Number of Bunches

Amounts of Money 

20

$120

25

$150

30

$180

35

Flower Sales

Part C Vince pays $45 each day for a place at the farmers’ market. One day, he sold
8 bunches of flowers. Did Vince receive enough money to pay for his place that day?

In the space below, show your work and explain your reasoning, and write your answer
on the line.

Did Vince receive enough money? 
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Page 4

CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide

Item 2:

Rubric

Exemplary Response

Part A

•

Part B

• The money that was made increases by $30 with every 5 bunches of flowers sold.

OR

• Multiply each number of bunches of flowers by 6 to get the money made.

OR

• Other valid explanation

Part C

• Did Vince receive enough money? Yes

• Vince did make enough money to pay for his place. He makes $6 for each bunch, so if he sold 8
bunches, he made $6 � 8 � $48. If his place is $45, Vince had enough plus a little extra.

OR

• Other valid explanation

Number of Bunches

Amounts of Money

20

$120

25

$150

30

$180

35

$210

Flower Sales
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Page 5

Score Points: Apply 3-point holistic rubric.

This item appeared at two adjacent grade levels.

Grade 5
Standard 2.5a: Patterns, Functions, and Algebra
Subcontent Area: patterns

Grade 6
Standard 2.5a: Patterns, Functions, and Algebra
Subcontent Area: patterns

CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide
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CSAP

MathematicsMathematics

Part A On the grid below, construct a bar graph to show the information from
the table.

3 The table below shows the number of visitors to Bent’s Fort from March
through September.

Visitors to Bent’s Fort

Month

Number of Visitors
(rounded to nearest hundred)

Mar. Apr. May Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep.

1,600 3,200 4,100 4,300 6,100 3,300 2,400
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Page 7

Use information from the graph on page 6 to answer the following questions.

Part B According to the months shown, what were the three most popular months
to visit Bent’s Fort?

1)

2)

3)

Part C Which month had the greatest change in the number of visitors compared to
the previous month?

Part D On the lines below, describe the month-to-month change in the number of
visitors from March through September.
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CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide

Item 3:

Rubric

Exemplary Response

Part A

• Visitors to Bent's Fort

N
um

be
r o

f V
is

it
or

s

7000

6000

5000

4000

3000

2000

1000

MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP

Time (in months)

Part B

• 1) May
2) June
3) July

Part C

• August
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Page 9

Score Points: Apply 4-point holistic rubric.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 6
Standard 3.1a: Data Analysis, Probability, and Statistics
Subcontent Area: not classified
Rater Severity Study 2004

Part D

• The number of visitors increased each month from March through July, decreased sharply in August,
and continued to fall in September.

OR

• Other valid statement

CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide
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Page 10

CSAP

MathematicsMathematics

Part A Find the median of the points scored per game in the 1999 season. In the space

below, show your work and write your answer on the line.

Median of points

4 The Denver Broncos played 16 games in the 1999 regular season. The table below shows the

total points scored by the Broncos for each game.

The mean of the points scored by the Broncos in 1999 is 30 points (rounded to the nearest

whole number).

Denver Broncos
Points Scored in 1999 Season

Game

Points

1

36

2

42

3

33

4

22

5

19

6

21

7

44

8

21

9

30

10

27

11

38

12

38

13

38

14

31

15

7

16

38
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Page 11

Part B Find the mode of points scored per game in the 1999 season. In the space below,

show your work and write your answer on the line.

Mode of points

Part D Carmen is writing an article about the Broncos for the school newspaper. She will

use one measure of central tendency from the 1999 season to describe as accurately as possible

the Broncos’ ability to score points. On the lines below, write the measure of central tendency

(mean, median, or mode) she should use and explain your thinking.

Range of points

Part C Find the range of points scored in the 1999 season. In the space below, show your

work and write your answer on the line.
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Page 12

CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide

Item 4:

Rubric

Exemplary Response

Part A

• Median of points 32

AND

• The points scored arranged from lowest to highest are 7, 19, 21, 21, 22, 27, 30, 31, 33, 36, 38, 38, 38, 38,
42, 44 points and the middle two numbers are 31 and 33, and the mean of 31 and 33 is 32.

Part B

• Mode of points 38

AND

• The score 38 appears 4 times and is the most frequent score.

Part C

• Range of points 37

OR

• Range of points 7 to 44

AND

• The low score is 7 and the high score is 44, and the difference is 37.
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Page 13

Score Points: Apply 3-point holistic rubric.

This item appeared at two adjacent grade levels.

Grade 7
Standard 3.2a: Data Analysis, Probability, and Statistics
Subcontent Area: not classified

Grade 8
Standard 3.2a: Data Analysis, Probability, and Statistics
Subcontent Area: not classified

Part D

• Carmen should use the median of points scored to most accurately describe the ability of the Broncos
to score points. The mean includes an uncharacteristic low score of 7 points. The mode of 38 is too
high a score to be an accurate description.

OR

• Other valid response

CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide
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CSAP

MathematicsMathematics

5 Sam will mix together green, blue, and white paint. He mixes 5 pints of green paint and 7
pints of blue paint. He will make the mixture 25 percent white paint.

How many pints of white paint should Sam add to the mixture? In the space below, show
your work and write your answer on the line.

pints of white paint



© Colorado Department of Education
Page may be reproduced electronically.

Page 15

CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide

Item 5:

Rubric

Exemplary Response

• 4 pints of white paint

AND

• The mixture before adding white contained 12 pints of paint. If 2 pints of white paint are added, the

percent of white paint is 
2

14 = 14.3 percent, which is not 25 percent. If 3 pints of white paint are added,

the percent of white paint is 
3

15 = 20 percent, which is not 25 percent. By adding 4 pints of white paint,

the mixture total is 16 pints, and the percent of white paint is 
4

16 = 25 percent.

OR

• Other valid response

Score Points: Apply 2-point holistic rubric.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 8
Standard 1.4a: Number Sense
Subcontent Area: proportional thinking
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Page 16

CSAP

MathematicsMathematics

Part A What is the total surface area the plastic sheet must cover? In the space below, show
your work and write your answer on the line.

6 Carl has a stack of wood with the measurements shown below. He will cover the top
and all 4 sides of the stack with a plastic sheet.

Length
8 feet

Height
4 feet

Width
4 feet

square feet

The diagram below represents a plastic sheet with unknown measurements.

Width
? feet

Length
? feet

Plastic 
Sheet
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Page 17

Part B What are the dimensions of the smallest rectangular plastic sheet that can be used
to cover the stack of wood? In the space below, show your work and write your answers on
the lines.

Width Length

Part C Carl added more logs to his stack of wood, increasing the length of the stack by 2
feet and increasing the height of the stack by 3 feet. By how many square feet did the area of
the top and all four sides of the stack increase? In the space below, show your work and write
your answer on the line.

Increase square feet
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CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide

Item 6:

Rubric

Exemplary Response

Part A

• 128 square feet

AND

• Long sides = (8ft � 4ft) � 2 = 64 ft2

Top = 8ft � 4ft = 32 ft2

Short sides = (4ft � 4ft) � 2 = 32 ft2

Surface area plastic sheet must cover = 64ft2 � 32ft2 � 32ft2 = 128 ft2

OR

• Other valid response

Part B

• Width 12 (feet) Length 16 (feet)
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Score Points: Apply 4-point holistic rubric.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 8
Standard 4.5a: Geometry and Spatial Sense
Subcontent Area: geometry

CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide

Part C

• Increase 108 square feet

AND

• The new area is:
Long sides = (10ft � 7ft) � 2 = 140ft2

Top = 10ft � 4ft = 40ft2

Short sides = (4ft � 7ft) � 2 = 56ft2

Total (new) Area = 140ft2 � 40ft2 � 56ft2 = 236ft2

Total Increase in Area = 236ft2 � 128ft2 = 108ft2

OR

• Other valid response
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Page 20

7 Paul is interested in buying a new car. The table below shows the prices for the last 8 cars sold
by each of two local car dealers.

Part A Each dealer claims to have the best prices in town. Show one way that the
information in the table can be used to support each dealer’s claim. In the space below,
show your work. Then write your explanation on the lines on the next page.

Dealer A

$16,500

$16,450

$17,200

$16,200

$17,400

$16,050

$17,000

$15,850

Dealer B

$16,150

$16,000

$16,400

$16,950

$17,250

$17,250

$16,200

$16,500

CSAP

MathematicsMathematics
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$

Part B Another car dealer, Dealer C, claims that his median price for cars is 5% less than

any other car dealer’s median price. Compared to Dealers A and B, what is the median price

Dealer C will charge for a car? In the space below, show your work and write your answer on

the line.
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CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide

Item 7:

Rubric

Exemplary Response

Part A

• Dealer A mean:
($16,500 + $16,450 + $17,200 + $16,200 + $17,400 + $16,050 + $17,000 + $15,850) = $16,581.25

8

Dealer A median: ($16,500 + $16,450) = $16,475
  2

Dealer B mean:
($16,150 + $16,000 + $16,400 + $16,950 + $17,250 + $17,250 + $16,200 + $16,500) = $16,587.50

8

Dealer B median: ($16,400 + $16,500) = $16,450
  2

OR

• Other valid response

AND

• Dealer A has a lower mean price.

OR

• Dealer A has the lowest price.

AND

• Dealer B has a lower median price.
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Score Points: Apply 3-point holistic rubric.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 9
Standard 3.2c: Data Analysis, Probability, and Statistics
Subcontent Area: not classified

Part B

• $15,627.50

AND

• $16,450 � 0.05 = $822.50

AND

• $16,450 � $822.50 = $15,627.50

OR

• $16,450 � 0.95 = $15,627.50

OR

• Other valid process

CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide
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CSAP

MathematicsMathematics

Are the triangles similar? Write your answer on the line.

In the space below, explain whether or not the triangles are similar. Use measurements to
justify your answer and label the triangles with the measurements you used.

8
1

2
3

4
5

4
5

6

1

2

9 0

8 0
7 

0
6 

0
5

0
4 

0
3

0
2 

0

10

8 0
7 0 6 0 5 0 4 0 3 0 2 0

1 0
100

110 120 130 140 150 160
170

10
0

11
0

12
0

13
0

14
0

15
0

16
0

17
0

U.S.A

Use your punch-out tools to help you solve this problem.

Study Triangle G and Triangle H below.

H

G
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CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide

Item 8:

Rubric

Exemplary Response

• Are the triangles similar? Yes

AND

• I measured the angles of both triangles. The angle measures in each triangle are the same, so the
triangles are similar.

AND

•

OR

• I measured the lengths of each of the sides of both triangles. Each side of Triangle H was 1.5 times the
length of the corresponding side of Triangle G, so the triangles are similar.

43o

105o

32o

G

32o105o

43o

H
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G

43mm
78mm

83mm

117mm

64mm
55mm H

CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide

AND

•

OR

• Other valid response based on accepted similarity proofs (AA, SSS, ASA, SAS) with corresponding labels
on the triangles

Score Points: Apply 2-point holistic rubric.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 10
Standard 4.3a: Geometry and Spatial Sense
Subcontent Area: not classified
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CSAP

MathematicsMathematics

9 Each figure in the pattern below is made from equilateral triangles with sides that are 1 unit
in length.

Figure 1

Figure 4

Figure 2

Figure 3

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Figure Area

3

6

12

Perimeter

34

3

31
4

Part A Complete the table below to show the perimeter and area of each figure.



© Colorado Department of Education
Page may be reproduced electronically.

Page 28

Part C The outline of Figure 12 is shown below. Label the lengths of each side on the

lines provided.

Figure 12

Drawing not to scale

Part B On the lines below, describe the pattern of change in the perimeters of the figures.

Part D Find the perimeter and area of Figure 12. On the lines below, write your answers.

Perimeter Area

Part E On the lines below, explain how you found the area of Figure 12.
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CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide

Item 9:

Rubric

Exemplary Response

Part A

•

Part B

• The difference between each perimeter is the same as the previous perimeter. This pattern causes the
perimeter of every figure to double.

OR

• Other valid explanation

3

6

12

24

48

96

192

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Figure AreaPerimeter

√3

√3

√3

√3

16

64

256

1024

√ 3
1
4

√ 3

√ 34
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Part C

•

CSAP Mathematics Scoring Guide

2,048

Figure 12

2,048

2,048

Part D

• Perimeter 6,144 Area 1,048,576√3

Part E

• The areas of the triangles increase by a factor of 4 each time. To get the area of the next triangle, I just
multiplied the previous triangle’s area times 4. Since the area of Figure 7 was 1,024√3, I just multiplied
that by 4 five times.

OR

• Other valid explanations

Score Points: Apply 4-point holistic rubric.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 10
Standard 2.2a: Patterns, Functions, and Algebra
Subcontent Area: not classified
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CSAP

ScienceScience

1 Complete the table below to show how different rocks are formed.

Example
of Rock

sandstone sedimentary

Type of Rock Description of how rock formed

gneiss heat and pressure changed an existing rock

granite
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CSAP Grade 8 Science Scoring Guide

Item 1:

Rubric

Key Elements:

Standard 4: Earth and Space Science
Benchmark 4.1.1: Explaining how minerals, rocks, and soils form.
Subcontent Area: earth science

Example
of Rock

sandstone sedimentary

Type of Rock Description of how rock formed

gneiss heat and pressure changed an existing rock

granite

Score Points

2 points 3 or 4 cells correctly filled
1 point 2 cells correctly filled
0 points other

sand/sediments/deposits were
compacted/cemented together

magma/melted rock cooled and
hardened/solidified/crystallized

igneous

metamorphic
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CSAP

ScienceScience

2 An animal cell is shown below.

Which cell part is indicated by the arrow?

What is one function of this cell part?
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CSAP Grade 8 Science Scoring Guide

Item 2:

Rubric

Key Elements:

cell membrane

one of the following:

• controls what enters and leaves the cell
• protects the cell
• acts as a boundary/keeps the parts together

Score Points

2 points two key elements
1 point one key element
0 points other

Standard 3: Life Science
Benchmark 3.3.1: Describing the observable components and functions of a cell.
Subcontent Area: not assigned
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CSAP

ScienceScience

Three high school students wanted to investigate how far they could drive if the gas tanks of
their cars were full of gasoline. To do this, the students went to the same gas station to fill the
tanks of their cars. They then drove their cars until the gas tanks were nearly empty.

The table below shows all the information the students collected during their investigation.
Study the table. Then do Numbers 3 and 4.

Student

20

40

60

12

15

14

380

310

420

city streets

country roads

highway

Trans W

Mark 2002

Apex GXE

1

2

3

Type of Car Type of Road Miles DrivenSpeed Driven 
(miles per hour)

Gallons of Gasoline 
Tank Can Hold

Miles Driven by Different Cars

3 Based on their investigation, the students concluded that they could drive farther on a full

tank of gasoline in an Apex GXE than they could in the other cars. Give one reason their

conclusion may be incorrect.
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CSAP Grade 8 Science Scoring Guide

Item 3:

Rubric

Key Elements:

one of the following:

• Experimental conditions for the cars were not the same.
• any answer that indicates the conclusion may be incorrect due to uncontrolled variables (e.g., amount of

gasoline, speed, type of road, etc.)

Score Points

1 point one key element
0 points other

Standard 1: Scientific Investigations
Benchmark 1.6: Interpreting and evaluating data in order to formulate conclusions.
Subcontent Area: experimental design and investigation
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4 Describe three specific changes the students could make to improve their experiment.

1)

2)

3)

CSAP

ScienceScience
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CSAP Grade 8 Science Scoring Guide

Item 4:

Rubric

Key Elements:

Drive the cars at the same speed.

Drive the cars on the same road.

Put the same amount of gasoline in each car.

Monitor the amount of gasoline more closely (students may define when the tank is considered empty).

Conduct more trials of the experiment to obtain more reliable data.

Have the same person drive each car.

Score Points

3 points three key elements
2 points two key elements
1 point one key element
0 points other

Standard 1: Scientific Investigations
Benchmark 1.1: Identifying and evaluating alternative explanations and procedures.
Subcontent Area: experimental design and investigation
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CSAP

WritingWriting

Begin your paragraph here. Use as many lines as you need.

1 What makes you happy? Write a paragraph in which you describe something that
makes you happy and explain why it makes you happy.

You may use the space below to plan your writing.
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Item 1:

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 3
Standard 2: Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation,

capitalization, and spelling.
Subcontent Area: paragraph writing

CSAP Writing Scoring Guide
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Page 4

Read this paragraph about Colorado’s flag. There are six words or phrases
underlined in the paragraph.

A word or phrase is underlined because it may contain a mistake in grammar and usage,
punctuation, capitalization, or spelling. Look carefully at each underlined word or phrase.
If there is a mistake, use a pencil to make the correction in the space above it. If there is
no mistake, write OK above the underlined word or phrase.

You must show at least one correct response to receive any credit for this editing task.

2

CSAP

WritingWriting

Each state in the United states has its own flag. The flag

of Colorado has to blue stripes, one white stripe, and the

letter C. The blue stripes stand for blue skies. The white

stripe stand for snowier mountains. The letter C is for

Colorado? There is a gold circle in the middle of the C for

the state’s gold mines.
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CSAP Writing Scoring Guide

Item 2:

EDITING TASK (COLORADO’S FLAG)

Score Points: 6 points possible

Item Benchmark             Subcontent Area

• 1 point for changing United states to [2.a] [3.c capitalization] {mechanics}
United States

• 1 point for changing to to two [2.b] [3.d spelling] {mechanics}

• 1 point for changing stand to stands [2.c] [3.a subject/verb {grammar and usage}
agreement]

• 1 point for changing snowier to snowy [2.d] [3.b modifiers] {grammar and usage}

• 1 point for writing OK above is [2.e] [3.a subject/verb {grammar and usage}
agreement]

• 1 point for changing Colorado? There to [2.f] [3.c punctuation] {mechanics}
Colorado. There

Scoring Note: Each target word (or words) should be considered as a separate, dichotomously scored item.
Give credit for alternative changes that also correct the error. Ignore changes made to any nontargeted
word.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 4
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling.
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3 You have been told that you and another person are tied for winning a $100 prize.
To break the tie, you must write a well-developed paragraph in which you tell how you
will use the prize money.

Use as many lines as you need.

CSAP

WritingWriting
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Item 3:

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 5
Standard 2: Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.
Benchmark 2.a: Write in a variety of modes such as narrative, expository, or descriptive for various
audiences and purposes.
Subcontent Area: paragraph writing

CSAP Writing Scoring Guide
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4 Imagine that you have become a hero for a day. Write a story about the day
you became a hero.

Remember to include
• characters
• details
• a beginning, a middle, and an end

Use the next page to help plan your writing.

CSAP

WritingWriting

Item 4:

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 5
Standard 2: Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling.
Subcontent Area: extended writing
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Read this paragraph about spiders. There are six words or phrases underlined
in the paragraph.

A word or phrase is underlined because it may contain a mistake in grammar and usage,
punctuation, capitalization, or spelling. Look carefully at each underlined word or phrase.
If there is a mistake, use a pencil to make the correction in the space above it. If there is
no mistake, write OK above the underlined word or phrase.

You must show at least one correct response to receive any credit for this editing task.

5

CSAP

WritingWriting

Not all spiders spin webs to catch their food. Some spiders

uses camouflage to hide from prey. For example, the flower

crab spider blends in with its surroundings. Some Tropical

spiders spin trapdoors and then wait inside for there prey to

walk by. Once the spider senses an insect nearby, it quickly

springs out and grabs its prey? Jumping spiders anchor

themselfs to a rock or other surface with silken thread.
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CSAP Writing Scoring Guide

Item 5:

EDITING TASK (SPIDERS)

Score Points: 6 points possible

Item Benchmark Subcontent Area

• 1 point for writing OK [5.a] [3.b verb tense] {grammar and usage}
above spin

• 1 point for changing [5.b] [3.b verb tense] {grammar and usage}
uses to use

• 1 point for changing [5.c] [3.d capitalization] {mechanics}
Tropical to tropical

• 1 point for changing [5.d] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}
there to their

• 1 point for changing [5.e] [3.d punctuation] {mechanics}
prey? Jumping to prey. Jumping

• 1 point for changing [5.f] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}
themselfs to themselves

Scoring Note: Each target word (or words) should be considered as a separate, dichotomously scored item.
Give credit for alternative changes that also correct the error. Ignore changes made to any nontargeted
word.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 6
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling.
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6 There are many ways to be a friend to someone. Write a well-developed paragraph in which

you explain what is most important to you in a friendship.

Use as many lines as you need.

CSAP

WritingWriting
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Item 6:

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 7
Standard 2: Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences.
Benchmark 2.a: Write in a variety of genres such as editorials, personal narratives, informational brochures,
essays, stories, and letters for specific purposes.
Subcontent Area: paragraph writing
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Read this paragraph about growing a papaya tree. There are six words or phrases underlined
in the paragraph.

A word or phrase is underlined because it may contain a mistake in grammar and usage,
punctuation, capitalization, or spelling. Look carefully at each underlined word or phrase. If
there is a mistake, use a pencil to make the correction in the space above it. If there is no
mistake, write OK above the underlined word or phrase.

You must show at least one correct response to receive any credit for this editing task.

7

CSAP

WritingWriting

You can grow your own tropical fruit tree indoors. All you

need are papaya seeds, potting soil, and a heat source. You may

obtain the seeds from a papaya fruit from the grocery store.

Make sure seeds are throughly dry before planting them. Filling

a pot with potting soil and press the seeds about one-half inch

into the soil. Since the papaya seeds need heat to grow. It is best

to place the pots outside during the summer months. Make sure

you’re seeds get enough water, and replant them when they get

too big for their pots. It may take a few years to get papaya fruit,

but you will have a beautifull tree in a short time.
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Item 7:

EDITING TASK (PAPAYA TREE)

Score Points: 6 points possible

Item Benchmark Subcontent Area

• 1 point for writing OK above are [7.a] [3.b verbs] {grammar and usage}

• 1 point for changing throughly [7.b] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}
to thoroughly

• 1 point for changing Filling to Fill [7.c] [3.b verbs] {grammar and usage}

• 1 point for changing grow. It to [7.d] [3.c complete sentences] {mechanics}
grow, it

• 1 point for changing you’re to your [7.e] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}

• 1 point for changing beautifull [7.f] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}
to beautiful

Scoring Note: Each target word (or words) should be considered as a separate, dichotomously scored item.
Give credit for alternative changes that also correct the error. Ignore changes made to any nontargeted
word.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 8
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling.

CSAP Writing Scoring Guide
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Read this paragraph about the history of Colorado. There are six words or phrases
underlined in the paragraph.

A word or phrase is underlined because it may contain a mistake in grammar and usage,
punctuation, capitalization, or spelling. Look carefully at each underlined word or phrase.
If there is a mistake, use a pencil to make the correction in the space above it. If there is
no mistake, write OK above the underlined word or phrase.

You must show at least one correct response to receive any credit for this editing task.

8

CSAP

WritingWriting

From 1800 to 1850, explorers and settlers first begun arriving

in Colorado in significent numbers. An army officer named

Zebulon M. Pike, along with other explorers, were exploring the

area in the early 1800s. By 1822, Colorado was territory divided

between the United States and Mexico. In 1833, William Bent

established Bent’s Fort, the first permanent American settlement

in the area. During the Mexican war, the United States defeated

Mexico and control of Colorado passed to the United States as part

of the peace treaty.
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Item 8:

EDITING TASK (HISTORY OF CO)

Score Points: 6 points possible

Item Benchmark Subcontent Area

• 1 point for changing begun to began [8.a] [3.a verbs] {grammar and usage}

• 1 point for changing significent [8.b] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}
to significant

• 1 point for changing were exploring to [8.c] [3.b verbs] {grammar and usage}
was exploring or explored

• 1 point for writing OK above permanent [8.d] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}

• 1 point for capitalizing the w in war [8.e] [3.d capitalization] {mechanics}

• 1 point for inserting a comma after Mexico [8.f] [3.d commas] {mechanics}
or inserting a period after Mexico,
deleting and, and capitalizing the c in control,
or inserting a semicolon after Mexico and deleting and,
or inserting a comma after Mexico, deleting and, and inserting so

Scoring Note: Each target word (or words) should be considered as a separate, dichotomously scored item.
Give credit for alternative changes that also correct the error. Ignore changes made to any nontargeted
word.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 9
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling.
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Read this paragraph about the Doppler effect. There are six words or phrases underlined in
the paragraph.

A word or phrase is underlined because it may contain a mistake in grammar and usage,
punctuation, or spelling. Look carefully at each underlined word or phrase. If there is
a mistake, use a pencil to make the correction in the space above it. If there is no mistake,
write OK above the underlined word or phrase.

You must show at least one correct response to receive any credit for this editing task.

9

In 1842, an Austrian scientist named Christian Doppler first stated an

important scientific principal. The Doppler effect explains why the whistle

of a train seems to change it’s frequency as the train approaches and then

moves past an observer. The sound actually remains the same, but as the

source of the sound moves compared to the position of the observer, the

observer heard a different pitch. Scientists observing light waves and radio

waves have discovered the same effect. Astronomers can measure the

apparent change in frequency of light waves from a star; this allows him

to calculate the speed of the star. The train whistle is a simple example of

this idea, the moving star is a more sophisticated example.

CSAP
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Item 9:

EDITING TASK (THE DOPPLER EFFECT)

Score Points: 6 points possible

Item Benchmark Subcontent Area

• 1 point for changing principal to principle [9.a] [3.e spelling] {mechanics}

• 1 point for changing it’s to its [9.b] [3.d punctuation] {grammar and usage}

• 1 point for changing heard to hears [9.c] [3.a verbs] {grammar and usage}

• 1 point for writing OK above [9.d] [3.a verbs] {grammar and usage}
have discovered or deleting have

• 1 point for changing him to them [9.e] [3.b pronouns] {grammar and usage}

• 1 point for changing comma after idea to [9.f] [3.d punctuation] {mechanics}
a semicolon,
or changing comma after idea to a semicolon and adding however,
or changing comma to a period and capitalizing the t in the
or adding “and,” “while,” or “but” after comma

Scoring Note: Each target word (or words) should be considered as a separate, dichotomously scored item.
Give credit for alternative changes that also correct the error. Ignore changes made to any nontargeted
word.

This item appeared at only one grade level.

Grade 10
Standard 3: Students write and speak using conventional grammar, usage, sentence structure, punctuation,
capitalization, and spelling.
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