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THEMATICALLY ORGANIZED ASSESSMENT

SPANISH

TOA Title:

The Pro’s and Con’s of Home Schooling
Theme:

School 
Level:


Pre-Advanced
TOA Overview:

While visiting Spain as an exchange student, your friend, who has been having trouble in school, tells you that his parents plan to home school him/her the following year.  The idea sounds good to you, so you research the subject in hopes you will be able to convince your parents to do the same.  You find the following article in a Spanish newspaper and read it for information.  At a Spanish immersion evening, you chat with another student and disagree as to whether home schooling or traditional schooling is better.  Later, you e-mail a friend in a Spanish-speaking country who has read the term “home schooling” while doing research for a school report on the United States.   He/she has written to you, asking you to explain it.  

TOA Title:

The Pro’s and Con’s of Home Schooling

Task Title:   

El día de la 'no vuelta' a clase
Theme:       

School

Level:
         

Pre-Advanced




Focus Age Group:  16 - 18

National Standards Goals:    
Communication     
Connections    

Comparisons     
        
Communicative Mode:    

Interpretive


Time Frame:   One 60 minute period
Description of Task:

You are in Spain as an exchange student when you receive an e-mail from a friend back home.  Your friend, who has been having trouble in school, tells you that his parents plan to home school him/her the following year.  The idea sounds good to you, so you research the subject in hopes you will be able to convince your parents to do the same.  You find the following article in a Spanish newspaper and read it for information.

Materials Needed:  Copy of article.

(2003, Jan.-Feb.). El dia de la ‘no vuelta’ a clase. Authentik En español, p.7. ( reprinted from El mundo, September 19, 2002).
Teacher Notes:   Depending on school/department/teacher philosophy, the questions and student responses relating to the article may be provided in English or Spanish.  
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Los 'sin escuela’ ceiebraron el dia de la 'no vuelta’ al colegio en el Prospect Park de Brooklyn.

Jackson lleva toda la mafiana fascinado
con el vuelo de su cometa. Mateo y Omar
ne se cansan de darle al béisbol en la
inmensa explanada de hierba. Evan, Alsan y
los méas pequeiios juegan al corro con sus

 padres; se esconden en el bosque cercano o
¢ retozan alegremente a pleno sol.

Hace un dia de £sos que invitan a vivir:
los chavales estdn festejando el dia de la no
vuelta al cole.

La cita es en el Prospect Park de
Brooklyn, algo asi como el Retiro
madrilefio pero més agreste y salvaje. Los
padres y los nifios sin escuela quedaron sin
prisas a eso de las 11 de la mafiana.
Llegaron cargados de juguetes, pelotas y
viandas, extendieron las mantas bajo un
viejo roble y fueron fieles a la consigna
ladica del picnic: Not-Back-To-School.

Mas de un millon de nifios
norteamericanos se han librado este
septiembre de los rigores de la vuelta al
cole. Con todas las de la ley, el movimiento
del homeschooling sigue ganando adeptos y
creciendo en redes como la Alianza de
Educadores en Casa de Nueva York, en la
que participan 250 familias.

Muchas de ellas acudieron esta semana al
bucdlico reclamo del picnic en Prospect
Park, el oasis de los sin escuela, lejos de la
urgencia que rige las vidas de los
Neoyorquinos.

Tal dia como ayer, miles de nifios se
cayeron de la cama a las 6.30 horas,
apremiados por la nueva hora de entrada a
los colegios {8.20) por aquello de aumentar
la presion académica. Vuelven los tiempos
del rigor, de la competitividad y de la

jugar; revolotear = to flurter around:

B T e

ensefianza industrializada, y eso ha
empujado a muchos padres a practicar la
objecion escolar y explorar otras formas de

- aprendizaje.

El parque donde estamos, sin ir mas lejos,
hace las veces de aula al aire libre para los
homeschoolers. Aqui aprenderan los
secretos de la naturaleza, la dinamica de los
bosques, la vida de los insectos. En el jardin

Mas de un millon de ninos
se han librado de los

rigores de la vuelta al cole.

El 'homeschooling' sigue
creciendo

botdnico participaran en un taller de
compostaje, y en el zoo se familiarizardn
con la fauna y la geografia. La biblioteca
publica gueda a la vuelta de la esquina, y
también el Museo de Arte de Brooklvn. Con
la guia de sus padres, y de algin tutor
ocasional para Matematicas, Musica o
idiomas, los chavales lo tienen todo -o cast
todo- a su alcance.

«;No echas de menos el cole?», le
preguntamos a Jackson Kent, el nifio de la
cometa. «jPara nada!», contesta el chaval,
de 11 afios, que atin no ha conseguido
superar el trauma del curso que paso en la
escuela. «Lo tinico que me queda de
recuerdo son los gritos de los profesores v
el tiempo que perdiamos».

A su herinana mayor, Margo, siempre le
gusto el colegio. «Cada nifio es una
historia. y con ella nunca me planteé dar un

PHOTOCOPYING STRICTLY FORBIDDEN

paso asi», reconoce la madre, Shawna.
«Pero a Jackson le sentaba de pena. Se le
notaba aburrido y cansado; habia
empezado a perder el interés por todo,
incluso por leer v escribiry. )
«Ahora me doy cuenta de lo mucho que
odiaba la escuelax, corrige con su peculiar
humor Jackson, que ahora tiene todo el
tiempo del mundo para leer libros de
aventuras y alimentar su pasioa por el cine.
«El chaval escribe sus guiones y me da
lecciones sobre como usar la camara»,
apunta la madre. «Ha recuperado la pasion
por aprender y estd disfiurando incluso con
las matemdticas, gracias a un profesor que
VIene a casar.
Jackson ha dejado reposar la cometa y ha
venido hasta el viejo roble para reponer
fuerzas. Por la explanada llega el equipo
completo de béisbol: 20 nifios y niflas de
todas las edades, capitaneados por un par de
padres. En la alfombra verde se extienden
ya los bocadillos y las pizzas. Un aguila
hambrienta revolotea sobre nuestras
cabezas.
«;Lo ves? Nuestros nifios estdn mucho mds
expuestos al mundo real que si estuvieran
en la escuela». Hablamos ahora con
Cathryn Cole-Diouf, ia madre de Omar y
Asan: «La vida te da lecciones a todas las
horas, v estd demostrado que los chavales
aprenden a traves de la experiencian.

Texto y foto: Carlos Fresneda.

EL£IMIUNDO 19 de septiembre de 2002
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agreste = rugged; apremiadola = presionadola; chaval = nific: cometa = kite; con todas las de la ey = de forma legal; consigna = eslogan; corro =
juego en el que se canta una cancion haciendo un circulo; explanada = open are; lidico/a = playful; plantearse = pensar: regir = gobernar; retozar =
roble = oak tree; sentarle de pena = not to cgree with him/her at all: veces = papel: viandas = comida.
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"El día de la 'no vuelta' a clase"
I.  Skim the article and answer the following question.

   Using information from the article, provide the main idea(s) of the article.

    ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

II.  Read the article for details and respond to the following:

1.  List several activities that the students were doing that day. 

    ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

2.  What reasons are given in the article for choosing home schooling?

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

3.  What neighborhood locations can the students and their parents use to help in their schooling?

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

4.  What is an additional advantage of home schooling, according to one of the parents?

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

III.  Based on the passage, explain what the following words probably mean:

a.  (paragraph 2):  festejaron  ______________________________________________________

b.  (paragraph 3):  roble  __________________________________________________________

c.  (paragraph 3):  cargados  _______________________________________________________

d.  (paragraph 4):  cole ___________________________________________________________

e.  (paragraph 5):  acudieron  ______________________________________________________

IV.  Does the author of the article express his personal opinion regarding home schooling?  Support your answer.

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

V. Using specific information from the text, describe your personal reaction to the article.  Be sure to provide reasons that support your reactions.

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

   ____________________________________________________________________________

Pre-Advanced Interpretive Rubric
The Pro’s and Con’s of Home Schooling
	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Literal Comprehension
	Identifies the main idea of the text and supporting details.
	Identifies the main idea of the text and some supporting details.
	Identifies the main idea of the text but only a few supporting details.

	Interpretive Comprehension
	Infers meaning of unfamiliar words in new contexts.
Interprets the author’s intent and expresses his/her own perspective.


	Infers meaning of some unfamiliar words in new contexts.
Interprets some of author’s intent, and expresses some of his/her own perspectives.


	Infers meaning of cognates or word families and a few unfamiliar words in new contexts.
Does not interpret author’s intent or express his/her own perspective.




TOA Title:

The Pro’s and Con’s of Home Schooling

Task Title:  

¿Qué prefieres?
Theme:         
School
Level:
           

Pre-Advanced




Focus Age Group: 16 - 18

National Standards Goal:    

Communication     

Communicative Mode:    

Interpersonal          

Time Frame:  Five to ten minutes per pair of students
Description of Task:  

You are taking part in a Spanish immersion evening and have begun to chat with another student.  You and he/she disagree on whether home schooling or traditional schooling is better.  You must both defend your positions with specific information and anecdotes from past experiences.

Materials Needed: Tape recorder and tapes or computers (if you wish to record the student conversations).
Teacher Notes:

· Students should be familiar with the rubric (and the terms used in it) before undertaking the task.

· Students would be given the task in Spanish.  It is described here in English for ease in transference to other language classes.

· Can be used for Intermediate-Mid level if the rubric is adjusted and the incident relating to the past is made optional.

Pre-Advanced Interpersonal Rubric
The Pro’s and Con’s of Home Schooling

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Language Function


	Describes in past, present and future with detail most of the time. 

Is very accurate in present, past and future.  


	Narrates and describes some of the time in past, present and future. 

Is most accurate in present tense and is less accurate when speaking in past and future.  
	Is most accurate in the present tense. Accuracy decreases significantly when speaking in past and future.

	Communication Strategies
	Starts, continues and/or redirects conversation and is able to clarify in many different ways. 

Is able to circumlocute where necessary.
	Starts and maintains conversation and is sometimes able to make necessary clarifications. 

Is able to circumlocute at times if necessary.
	Can keep the conversation going only with short answers; can ask and answer simple questions but cannot elaborate or clarify if necessary.

Is not able to circumlocute successfully when needed.

	Comprehensibility
	Is easily understood by native speakers, even those unaccustomed to interacting with language learners.


	Understood by those unaccustomed to working with language learners, although there may be some confusion about the message. 
	Generally understood by those used to interacting with language learners.  



	Text Type
	Speaks in paragraphs (where appropriate) and connected sentences.
	Sometimes speaks in paragraphs (if appropriate), but mostly uses connected sentences.
	Speaks in strings of unconnected sentences, although some may be of a more complex nature.  

	Vocabulary
	Consistently uses an extensive vocabulary to complete the task.

	Uses an adequate vocabulary to complete the task.
	Uses vocabulary insufficient to complete the task.

	Comprehension
	Responses demonstrate understanding of what has been asked or said.

	Responses demonstrate understanding of what has been asked or said most of the time.

	Responses demonstrate occasional understanding of what has been asked or said.



TOA Title:

The Pro’s and Con’s of Home Schooling

Task Title:  

¿Qué tipo de enseñanza prefieres? 

Theme:          

School
Level:
          

Pre-Advanced




Focus Age Group: 16 - 18

National Standards Goals:  

Communication

Communicative Mode:  

Presentational
Time Frame:   One 60 minute period
Description of Task:  

You have an e-mail friend in a Spanish-speaking country who has read the term “home schooling” while doing research for a school report on the United States.   He/she has written to you, asking you to explain it.  Write an answer to the e-mail, explaining what the term means and giving advantages and disadvantages of home schooling versus traditional schooling.  Tell him/her of an incident from your childhood where something happened where you were happy or sad that you were in a traditional school (or home school, if that was the case) and why.  Give your opinion as to which type of schooling will be better for your future children.  As always, your anecdotes may be fictitious rather than factual.

Materials Needed:  Paper and pen.
Teacher Notes:  The task would be explained in Spanish to the students.

Pre-Advanced Presentational Rubric 
The Pro’s and Con’s of Home Schooling

	
	EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS
	MEETS EXPECTATIONS
	DOES NOT MEET EXPECTATIONS

	Language Function


	Describes in past, present and future with detail most of the time. 

Is very accurate in present, past and future.  


	Narrates and describes some of the time in past, and future, as well as in present tense. 

Is most accurate in present tense and is less accurate when speaking in past and future.  
	Is mostly accurate in the present tense. Accuracy decreases significantly when speaking in past and future, or past and/or future are not used.

	Communication Strategies
	Organizes presentation in a logical manner with some cohesive devices.  Speaks with fluency. Includes anecdotes and detailed examples.

	Organizes presentation in a logical manner with a few cohesive devices.  Pauses a few times, disrupting the flow.
	Focuses mostly on task completion; paying little attention to organization and flow of presentation.

	Comprehensibility
	Is easily understood by native speakers, even those unaccustomed to interacting with language learners.


	There may be some confusion about the message, but it is generally understood by those unaccustomed to working with language learners.  

	Generally understood by those used to interacting with language learners.  



	Text Type
	Speaks in paragraphs and connected sentences.
	Speaks in paragraphs sometimes, but mostly in connected sentences.  
	Speaks in strings of unconnected sentences, although some may be of a more complex nature.  


	Vocabulary
	Consistently uses an extensive vocabulary to complete the task.
	Uses an adequate vocabulary to complete the task.

	Uses vocabulary insufficient to complete the task.
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