	HealthierUS School Challenge (HUSSC): FAQs (Compiled from USDA Webinars)	SY 2013-2014


Applications
· Q1. If a school uses the online application, do they have to scan in all labels and recipes or can they do a combination and submit the application on line and mail in hard copies of labels, etc.?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A1. We would advise the school to use one method or the other.  They can either mail in everything (using a 3-Ring Binder) or they can submit everything electronically.  This will help to ensure that the schools’ application stays intact during the review process.

Deadlines
· Q1. I know there is a deadline that an SFA must submit a HUSSC application within 6 months of the date the menu was served.  Is there a deadline on how long we have to provide the technical assistance on that menu and try to get the documentation needed?
· A1. Not at this time.  We are encouraging State agencies and Regional Offices to take the opportunity to offer technical assistance as much as possible to help schools.  If a situation causes an application to be in limbo for an unreasonable amount of time, please contact HQ.   These types of situations will be handled on a case-by-case basis.

ADP Criteria
· Q1. How are schools that are K-12 handled under HUSSC? 
· A1. If the school is able to separate the grade levels in order to determine an ADP by what is usually considered elementary (K-5), middle (6-8), and high (9-12), then do so.  If the school is not able to do so, the total ADP for K-12 will be required to meet stricter ADP (elementary levels).

6-Cent Certification
· Q1. For schools applying during this upcoming school year (Fall 2013 - Spring 2014), do they still need to send in a 6 cent menu certification worksheet?
· A1. Yes.

Whole-Grain Rich
· Q1. Did you say all grain items on the menu are to be listed on the B/L grains sheet? Or was that only the grain items that are whole grain rich?
· A1. All grain items on the menu and offered on all serving lines should be listed on Grains Offering Sheet.  Items that are whole grain-rich should be indicated with an asterisk and documentation for those items should be provided and included with the application.
· Q2. Do recipes for whole grain-rich items need the ingredients listed in both weight and volume as indicated on page 6 of the application?
· A2. Typically the weight is fine for all items. If it is a rice, pasta, oatmeal, etc., they would need to provide the dry weight per serving or the volume served. 

Fruits and Vegetables
· Q1. Do districts need any documentation to verify the fruit offerings (canned, frozen) have no added sugar? 
· A1. No.  Labels for fruits and vegetables are not required unless they are part of a mixed dish and being used to meet HUSSC criteria.

Food as a Reward
· Q1. Do they need to include documentation to verify that they do not use food as a reward and exercise as punishment? 
· A1. No, applicants just need to provide an answer to the question on the Wellness Policy Worksheet.
· Q2. A HS group awards a pizza party to elementary kids as a reward. How should this be handled? It occurs during school hours. 
· A2. This is not to be considered as the school using food as reward since an outside group is sponsoring the pizza party even though it occurs during school hours.  However, we will continue to require and advise the school/district to prohibit the use of food as a reward by the school and to encourage the same principle with outside organizations and groups. 

Competitive Foods 
· Fundraisers 
· Q1. Food sold as fundraisers - does this only apply to Ready-to-Eat items, or would it include something like a once a year frozen cookie dough fundraiser? 
· A1. Foods sold as fundraisers should meet competitive foods criteria.   This applies to fundraisers organized and taking place at school, not outside of school.  For example, this applies to bake sales that are occurring during a meal period or between class.  This does not apply to the candy bar box or cookie dough sale (and form) that is being taken home by the student.
· Q2. We've been asked by our schools about the cookie dough sales also. What if students sell to teachers during the school day? Would it need to meet the competitive foods criteria?
· A2. No.  The intent of the cookie dough fundraiser is that it will be sold outside of schools.  Only fundraisers that are organized and intended to be sold during the school day in competition with school meals need to meet the competitive foods criteria.
· Q3. If they sell competitive foods as fundraisers do they need to enter them in the competitive foods calculator and submit a printout for those items?
· A3. Yes, please enter foods sold as fundraisers in the competitive foods calculator and submit a printout for those items with the HUSSC application.
· Q4. What are considered school hours...If a bake sale occurs from 7:00-7:55 and school starts at 8:00 is that ok? (Breakfast is being served from 7:25-7:55). Same questions for after school...the final bell rings at 2:55 and the bake sale goes until 3:30.
· A4. The bake sale items will need to meet the competitive foods criteria because it occurs during the timeframe when school meals are being served and during school hours. Keep in mind that the Interim Final Rule-Nutrition Standards for All Foods Sold in School (as a reference) defines the school day as the period from the midnight before, to 30 minutes after the end of the official school day. 
· Other
· Q5. Do they need to send in documentation on the beverages sold as competitive foods?
· A5. Yes, please include Nutrition Facts labels for all foods and beverages sold as competitive foods.

Nutrition Education, Physical Education and Physical Activity
· Q1. How are schools that are K-12 handled under HUSSC? 
· A1. If the school is able to separate what is happening by grade levels, then great.  If not, then they should just submit as best they can a detailed description of what is currently being done at school and should make sure they are clear about how they are meeting the criteria.  K-12 should be sure to indicate how they are meeting the physical education time requirement for those grade levels considered elementary (K-5).    If anything is not clear, the District or School would be contacted to provide additional information.
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