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Do I have an attorney? How do I contact 
him or her?
Your caseworker can provide you with the name 
and number of your attorney. Your foster parent 
may also be able to help you get in touch with 
your lawyer. ("lawyer" and "attorney" are the same 
thing.)

Do I need a lawyer?
Youth in foster care are often automatically 
assigned an attorney to represent them when it 
is time to go to court. Unlike what you may have 
seen on TV, the reason most children and youth in 
foster care have a lawyer (attorney) has nothing to 
do with being in trouble. While you are in foster 
care you may be asked to appear in court for 
many reasons. There are court hearings scheduled 
regularly to make sure your situation is being paid 
attention to. Sometimes the trouble in your family 
gets reviewed in court. These court hearings 
have different names and purposes, including 
adjudication hearings, fact-finding hearings and 
dispositional hearings. Ask for explanations of 
anything you don't understand.

What if I get accused of a crime?
If you are accused of a crime, it is a good idea to 
talk to a lawyer who specializes in juvenile law 
(law concerning children). If you can’t afford to 
pay an attorney, tell your caseworker that you 
want a court appointed attorney.

Will I have to go to court?
Whether you are in foster care because of 
problems in your family or because you are 
accused of a crime – or both, you may be asked to 
go to court. If you have been accused of a crime, 
you will be asked to participate in the "hearing" 

"Gangs should not 
be a reason to lose 
all sense of who you 
are. Some excuses 
cannot be shoved off, 
and gangs are one of 
those excuses. There 
are plenty of resources 
out there to help teens 
out of situations, and 
avoid making the wrong 
decision."

“fez”, age 20, from 
Arizona


