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2014 Directors’ Conference
1. Registration deadlines are quickly approaching for the 2014 Directors’ Conference!
0. Tomorrow, Friday 17 January 2014: Deadline to register to be entered into the drawing to receive a free hotel stay at the Courtyard by Marriott during the conference. (If you have already registered, you are already in the drawing!)
0. Wednesday 5 February 2014: Deadline to receive the special group rate of only $89/night at the Courtyard by Marriott in downtown Pueblo.  Click here to book your group rate (“Colorado Department of Education, Nutrition”). If you experience difficulty booking your room online, please contact Ron Guillen, Corporate Travel Account Manager, at 719-586-3281 or ron.guillen@interstatehotels.com. 
0. Wednesday 12 February 2014: Deadline to register for the 2014 Directors’ Conference.
1. To register, please contact Stacey Macklin (macklin_s@cde.state.co.us or 303-866-6661) with your name, title, school district, email address, phone number, and the days you plan to attend (e.g., Wednesday-Friday, just Wednesday, just Friday, etc.).
1. Since the theme of this year’s conference is School Food Service Superheroes, we would like to take this opportunity to celebrate you and your superhero staff. That being said, the OSN is soliciting stories, emails, letters, and pictures that exemplify the very ways in which you and your staff are superheroes, so we can showcase this at the conference. Please send all materials to Heather Hauswirth at Hauswirth_h@cde.state.co.us.
1. The tentative agenda for the conference has been posted at http://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/directorsconference2014.
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Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)
It’s time to start planning for the Summer Food Service Program! 
The SFSP was established to ensure that children continue to receive nutritious meals when school is not in session. The SFSP operates during school vacations, primarily in the summer months, from May through September.  Free meals that meet federal nutrition guidelines are provided to all children at approved SFSP sites. Help end childhood hunger in Colorado by joining the SFSP as a sponsor, site, or volunteer.  For more information about the SFSP, please see the attached CO SFSP Fact Sheet or contact the Office of School Nutrition at 303-866-6661. You may also visit the SFSP webpage at http://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/nutrisummer.

School Breakfast
National School Breakfast Week
1. National School Breakfast Week is a great opportunity for schools to promote their great school breakfast programs and to educate students, parents, staff, and the community about the many benefits of breakfast. This year National School Breakfast Week runs from 3-7 March 2014. It is time to start planning now! To help you get started with this planning, check out these resources at www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/breakfast. 
1. In the months leading up to National School Breakfast Week, the CDE OSN would like to recognize school breakfast success stories by publishing district/school successes in upcoming Thursday Updates. Please share your breakfast success stories (150 words or less) in an email to Amanda Mercer at mercer_a@cde.state.co.us. 
1. School Breakfast Program (SBP) Resources: The OSN has compiled several SBP resources to help SFAs with implementing and/or expanding their breakfast programs. These resources, specifically the Implementation Planning Tools created by Colorado Springs D-11 and Jeffco, can also be helpful for schools that must implement breakfast after the bell programs for next school year. Access the SBP resources page and Implementation Planning Tools on the OSN website at http://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/breakfast under Resources.

Local Wellness Policy (LWP) Resources
Looking for resources to help you implement your local school wellness policy and create a healthier school environment? The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (HHFKA) requires all school districts to establish and implement local school wellness policies that meet minimum standards designed to promote sound nutrition and student health, reduce childhood obesity, and provide transparency to the public on the school nutrition environment. Team Nutrition just launched a new website that consolidates school wellness resources in a way that will make them easier for you to find. Check out the new School Nutrition Environment and Wellness Resources Web site for information and resources on:
1. Local School Wellness Policy Process steps to put the policy into action
1. Required Wellness Policy Elements to meet the federal requirements
1. Healthy School Nutrition Environment improvements related to food and physical activity
1. Samples, Stories, and Guidance ideas for your school
1. Research Reports on school wellness
1. Grants/Funding Opportunities related to child nutrition and physical activity
There are now more voices of support for school wellness policies! See which national organizations have joined in issuing a joint statement to recognize the important role schools play in promoting health and wellness.

2013 October Count Information
The data from the 2013 Count has been released by CDE. If you would like to access this information, please visit http://sites.cde.state.co.us/cdereval/pupilcurrentschool. 

Community Eligibility Provision (CEP)
The Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 provides an alternative to household applications in the National School Lunch and School Breakfast programs.  The title of the new program is the Community Eligibility Provision (CEP). The intent of the CEP is to improve access to free school meals in eligible high-poverty SFAs and schools and to eliminate the administrative burden of collecting and processing household applications. This new option will be available in Colorado in school year 2014-2015.  For more information, please go to the OSN website at http://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/nutriprovisionalprograms. If you have any questions, please contact Julie Griffith at 303-866-6759 or griffith_j@cde.state.co.us. 


Thank you,


Jennifer
 
Jennifer Otey, Senior Consultant | Office of School Nutrition | Colorado Department of Education | 1580 Logan St. #760, Denver, CO 80203 | 303-866-6450 | Fax-303-866-6133 | http://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition 
 
~Thursday Updates (TU) are brought to you by the CDE Office of School Nutrition (OSN) & are provided to 
Food Service Directors, Main Nutrition Contacts, F&R Contacts, Direct Cert & Claim System Users, & our additional TU List.~
   
If today’s TU contains information pertinent to a different staff person in your district, please forward this information to that person. | To access the TU archives, click here.
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