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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the much anticipated webinar on Pandemic – Electronic Benefits Transfer or P-EBT! We are very excited to have the privilege of providing these extra benefits to our CO families and are thrilled to have the additional opportunity of closely working with the Colorado Department of Human Services as well as all of you. Because implementation of P-EBT will require a continued close partnership with CDHS, we are lucky to have them on the webinar with us today. Max Young, Teri Chasten, and… are with CDHS are here to help out with some content later on and also help answer questions. 

Before we get started I’m going to cover some quick housekeeping items: 

Please use the Adobe Connect speaker button to the right of the word “Meeting” to connect your computer speakers and headphones to hear the webinar. All attendees will be in listen only mode to reduce background noise. 

If you are unable to connect to the audio this way, please contact Vivien Skrupskis. Her information is available in the Chat.

We have provided weblink resources in the top right portion of the screen. There is a scroll bar to the right to view all of the links included. We will refer to these resources during the presentation. 

Please enter any questions into the chat pod in the bottom right corner. We will answer as many questions as we can during the Q&A section at the end of the webinar. 

We are continuing to refresh our Emergency Feeding webpage with the most up to date information and sending out information when appropriate via The Dish newsletter or email.

As a reminder if you experience any technical issues during the webinar, please contact Vivien Skrupskis at the email or phone number listed in the chat. 




Objectives

• What is P-EBT?
• Who is eligible?

• How will benefits be issued?
• What is the role of schools/districts to assist with P-EBT 

issuance?
• Outreach
• Q&A
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Here is what we plan to cover today. 

What is P-EBT?
Who is eligible?
How will benefits be issued?
What is the role of schools/districts to assist with P-EBT issuance?
Outreach – what will this look like, when should I be doing what?, what resources are available? Max will also be helping out with this portion. 
Q&A



I are leaving plenty of time for the Q&A portion and we have already prepared answers to questions we received before hand. Throughout the webinar please feel free to add questions directly into the chat box and we will answer them during that Q&A portion. 



What is P-EBT
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P-EBT

• The Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) created 
the P-EBT program to assist families who lost access to free or 
reduced-price school meals due to schools closures in 
response to COVID-19. 

• P-EBT will provide families an additional benefit equivalent to 
a free breakfast and lunch ($5.70/day) or up to $279/eligible 
child
o Approximately 363,000 CO children are eligible to receive this benefit

• P-EBT is a supplemental monetary allotment and can be used 
in conjunction with emergency feeding grab-n-go meals
o Families are encouraged to use both
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The Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) created the P-EBT program to assist families who lost access to free or reduced-price school meals due to schools closed in response to COVID-19. 

P-EBT will provide families an additional benefit equivalent to a free breakfast and lunch ($5.70/day) or up to $279/eligible child
Approximately 363,000 CO children are eligible to receive this benefit 

P-EBT is a supplemental monetary allotment and can be used in conjunction with emergency feeding grab-n-go meals
Families are encouraged to use both




Who is eligible?

• Families with students who receive free or reduced-price 
lunches and attend a site that participates in the National 
School Lunch Program (NSLP)
o Includes families that may now qualify due to income loss from 

COVID-19 and were not previously receiving free or reduced-price 
meals

• ALL students attending a Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) 
or Provision 2 site
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Families with students who receive free or reduced-price lunches and attend a site that participates in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP)
Includes families that may now qualify due to income loss from COVID-19 and were not previously receiving free or reduced-price meals

ALL students attending a Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) or Provision 2 site




How will P-EBT benefits be 
issued?
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P-EBT Benefit Issuance

• Will vary based on participation in the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)

• Families currently participating in SNAP:
o No action required; benefits will be automatically issued for eligible 

children in the household
o Benefits to be issued in June

• Families not currently participating in SNAP:
o Must complete a P-EBT application

 CO Department of Human Services (CDHS) creating and overseeing 
application process

o Application expected to open end of June/early July
 Open for a period of 6 weeks
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Families currently participating in SNAP:
No action required; benefits will be automatically issued for eligible children in the household
Benefits to be issued in June

Families not currently participating in SNAP:
Must complete an online P-EBT application
CO Department of Human Services (CDHS) is creating and overseeing application process
Application process is still being created as it requires a new build in the PEAK system
Application expected to open end of June/early July 
Open for a period of 6 weeks




P-EBT Issuance for SNAP vs. Non-SNAP
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Families currently 
receiving SNAP

No action required

P-EBT benefits will be automatically issued 
to existing P-EBT card for eligible children in 

the household

Families NOT currently 
receiving SNAP

Action required from schools/districts AND 
families

Schools/districts provide families with state 
issued student ID (SASID) or student ID 
numbers for private school students.

Families apply for P-EBT and provide 
required information including the SASID or 

student ID information. 

Upon approval, families will be issued a P-
EBT card with awarded allotment based on 

children and any prorated amounts

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Families currently participating in SNAP do not need to apply for P-EBT. If students receive SNAP and are enrolled at a site participating in NSLP, P-EBT benefits will be automatically issued on existing EBT cards. 

Families not currently participating in SNAP and were eligible for free or reduced price meals during the 19-20 school year, or believe they may have qualified within the months of March, April or May, they must complete a P-EBT application. In order to successfully complete a P-EBT application a family must have the SASID (student ID for private students) for each child in the household. Once approved, a card will be mailed to the family with information on how to set up the card for use of benefits. 



What is the role of 
schools/districts?
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Schools/Districts Role

• Provide the required state issued student ID (SASID) to 
families; private schools provide local student ID
o SASID is a ten digit ID issued to enrolled public school students
o Required component for families to complete the P-EBT application

• Promote the P-EBT application once available
o Post application link on webpage
o Emails, robocalls or text messages

• Designate available staff during summer months
o Send out communications
o Field questions – Identify available staff

 Refer families to the P-EBT application/enrollment page
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As shown in the previous graphic, an ID is required in order to complete the P-EBT application. This ID will look different for public school students versus private school students. 

SASID is a ten digit student ID issued to enrolled public school students
Private school may have a local student ID that is different than the state issued SASID. If your private school does not have student IDs our unit is helping to create those. We have already contacted our participating private schools and are currently work with those that need IDs created. 

Promote the P-EBT application once available
Post application link on webpage
Emails, robocalls or text messages

Designate available staff during summer months
Send out communications
Field questions – identify available and designated staff; will have a specific P-EBT outreach form 




Outreach Timeline

• As soon as possible:
o Identify where SASIDs (student IDs for private schools) are housed
o Work with IT or October Count staff on accessibility of IDs and 

coordinating efforts
o Start creating communication plan –

 How will IDs be provided? 
 Who will be creating and sending communications? 
 Who will be fielding questions? 
 What information will we post to our website?
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As soon as possible:
Identify where SASIDs (student IDs for private schools) are housed

Work with IT or October Count staff on accessibility of IDs and coordinating efforts

Start creating communication plan – 
How will IDs be provided? 	
Who will be creating and sending communications? 
Who will be fielding questions? 
What information will we post to our website?

These are a lot of questions and considerations. Luckily, we have prepared templates and guidance to help you through this process. Let’s start with the timeline. Specifically, what should you be starting now. 



Outreach Timeline

• Next Steps:
o Communicate the IDs directly to families or explain how IDs can be 

accessed
 Highly recommend proactively providing IDs to families 

o Provide link to landing page for P-EBT application access
o Field questions and direct families accordingly
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Next Steps:
Communicate the IDs directly to families or explain how IDs can be accessed
Highly recommend proactively providing IDs to families using the letter to household template in the resources pod; providing the needed ID proactively will help mitigate workload of families contacting the district for this information. Providing the ID within an existing parent portal is a great option as well. You will see in the template letter to household we provide several options to choose from on how you can provide the ID to your families. However, we realize this will likely look different for each school and district and the templates can be tailored to fit your needs. We do encourage to have conversations and give good thought to what will work best for your and your staff while also getting families what they need to apply for P-EBT. 

Provide link to landing page for P-EBT application access

Field questions and direct families accordingly

I eluded to the templates and there is a link to those in the resources tab. Before I talk about our template toolkit in greater detail, Max is going to jump in to provide some information about outreach resources from the CDHS and partner agencies side. 



Outreach Resources

• CDHS & Partners 
o Help with P-EBT outreach
o Assist families in the application process
o Support local level school/district staff
o Marketing campaign
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Outreach Resources

• School Nutrition Communications Toolkit
o Letter to households
o Robocall script
o Text message script
o Flyers for Grab-n-go meal bags

• CDHS P-EBT FAQ Webpage

• Identify main contact for P-EBT
o Use this Smartsheet form to identify main contacts at local level for 

P-EBT 
 Indicate availability
 Identify additional needs/supports
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School Nutrition Communications Toolkit
Letter to households
Robocall script
Text message script
Flyers for Grab-n-go meal bags

CDHS P-EBT FAQ Webpage

Identify main contact for P-EBT
Use this Smartsheet form to identify main contacts at local level for P-EBT 
Indicate availability
Identify additional needs/supports – please indicate what you will need support with. We have provided perceived barriers to choose from:
Funding
Staffing
If you know your community has internet connection issues and will need assistance applying over the phone
Answering questions
Translation services

https://www.cde.state.co.us/nutrition/schoolmealeligibility
http://www.colorado.gov/cdhs/p-ebt
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/bcd3f4610dd8429c95013e5ad00fa415


Questions & Answers
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Q&A

Q: I do not see any Spanish versions of the templates. Will 
these be coming soon?
A: Yes, templates are currently being translated and will be 
available soon. 

Q: I have processed free and reduced-price meal applications 
during the school closures, do I need to report these to CDHS?
A: No, you do not need to report any application information to 
CDHS or CDE. Families can provide household size and income 
in the P-EBT application if they were not eligible for free or 
reduced-price school meals during the school year. 
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Q&A

Q: If our school is a Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) or Provision 
2 school and provides free lunches to all students, do all of our 
students automatically qualify for P-EBT? 
A: If you are a CEP or Provision 2 school, that makes all students at 
that school eligible for P-EBT, though the issuing of the actual P-EBT 
benefit is not an automatic process and will still need a small amount 
of action required by families once more information is provided by 
the school. 

Q: Will school districts be able to request P-EBT funds or is it only for 
individual households?
A: P-EBT is for individual households with children who would have 
been receiving free or reduced-price lunch if schools had been in 
session. 
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Q&A

Q: Is P-EBT available for children in pre-kindergarten?
A: Currently, P-EBT is available for eligible households with 
children in grades K-12.

Q: Are foster children eligible for P-EBT? 
A: Foster children are considered categorically eligible for free 
meals under the NSLP. Therefore, foster children are eligible for 
receiving P-EBT, but will not be automatically enrolled. A small 
amount of action will be required by families once more 
information is provided by the school. 
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Q&A

Q: Will FDPIR households need to apply through the P-EBT 
landing page?
A: Yes, any household not receiving SNAP will need to apply 
through the page.

Q: For families with recent income change, do they have to 
apply and be approved for free or reduced-price school meals 
prior to applying for P-EBT?
A: No. Families can provide household size and income in the P-
EBT application if they were not eligible for free or reduced-
price school meals during the school year. 
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Q&A

Q: Do families that received P-EBT need to apply for free or 
reduced-price school meals for the upcoming school year?
A: Yes. All families, regardless of receiving P-EBT benefits, will 
need to re-apply for the new school year. 

Q: Are all children 0-18 eligible for these funds? How do 
children not in school get a SASID number?
A. Only enrolled students attending school sites that participate 
in NSLP and qualify for free or reduced-price school meals are 
eligible to receive P-EBT. 
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Contact Information

• School Nutrition Contact: 
• Rachael Burnham: burnham_r@cde.state.co.us

• P-EBT Inbox: PEBT2020@state.co.us
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