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Why Does Colorado have
the READ Act?



By the end of third grade, all students can read at grade level.

Regardless of demographics and learning needs, all students meet or 
exceed state academic standards.

Colorado READ Act
A Key Initiative of the Colorado Department of Education



By focusing on support for our youngest students and 
their educators, the department can ensure more 

students are reading at grade level by the end of third 
grade and build a strong foundation for continued success 

in school. 

Colorado READ Act
Strong Foundations



6 out of 10
Students struggle with reading in Colorado

100%
Of all Colorado K-3 students in public schools are screened for early 

signs of reading difficulty because of the Colorado READ Act.

95% 
The number of students scientists estimate who can be taught to 

read through scientifically and evidence-based instruction.

Colorado READ Act
A Sense of Urgency
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The Colorado READ Act



2012 2015 2019 2021

HB 12-1238
The Colorado 
READ Act repeals 
the Colorado 
Basic Literacy Act. 

HB 15-1323
More specific 
requirements for 
schools on screening 
for reading difficulties 
and assessments are 
developed.

SB 19-199
New requirements 
set for schools for 
funding, reporting, 
and scientifically and 
evidence-based  
training for K-3 
teachers.

SB 21-151
Literacy Curriculum 
Transparency Act is passed, 
setting requirements on 
what information schools 
must publicly post on their 
websites.

Colorado READ Act
Key Legislative Updates



Key Impacts
• Unified improvement planning

• External Evaluation 

• Per-Pupil Intervention Fund 

Distribution and Use

• K-3 READ Act Teacher Training 

Colorado READ Act
Senate Bill 19-199



The updates to the READ Act emphasize the importance of 
using evidence-based instructional practices through 
changes to improvement planning, external program 
evaluation, accountability for fund usage, and teacher 
training. The bill requires all LEP’s to utilize evidence based 
curriculum.

SENATE BILL 21-151 Section 22-7-1209 enacts the Literacy 
Curriculum Transparency Act. The act amends the Colorado 
READ Act to require each local education provider (LEP) to 
submit the following information to the department of 
education and requires the department to post the 
information on its website.

Colorado READ Act
Senate Bill 19-199



• Consist of a minimum of 45 hours

• Address the content of the educator preparation literacy standards

• Include an end of course assessment 

Districts are required to submit evidence to the CDE that each of their K-3 teachers 

teaching reading have met this requirement

The READ Act requires all Local Education Providers who receive per-
pupil funding to ensure their K-3 reading teachers have successfully 
completed evidence-based training in teaching reading. 

To meet this training requirement, State Board of Education rules 
require that the evidence-based training in teaching reading must:

Colorado READ Act
Senate Bill 19-199



Literacy Curriculum Transparency



Senate Bill 21-151

• Passed in the 2021 session, the Literacy Transparency Act requires each local 
education provider to submit: 

• The core and supplemental reading curriculum, or a detailed description of the reading, by 
grade used in each of the local education provider’s schools.

• The targeted, evidence-based or scientifically based core and 
supplemental reading instructional programs and intervention 
reading instruction, services, and other supports or a detailed 
description of the programs, services, and other supports provided by 
each of the schools operated by the local education provider

• The number of students who are no longer identified as having a 
significant reading deficiency.



Senate Bill 21-151

• The Literacy Transparency Act requires the Department of Education to:

• Post the information on the Colorado Department of Education’s website in a user-friendly 
format in a location easily identified as relating to student literacy or the Colorado READ Act.

• Provide local education providers with the specific internet address for the Literacy 
Curriculum Transparency webpage that will be on each school website.

• The department will update the information in a timely manner as it receives updates from 
the local education providers.



Senate Bill 21-151



Literacy Curriculum Transparency
Requires each local education provider to submit the following information to 
the department of education. Local education providers are also required to 
post the following information on each school website:

• Core and supplemental reading curriculum information by grade

• Intervention and reading instruction supports provided

• The number of students enrolled in K-3 who have READ plans and who 

have achieved reading competency

• A budget and narrative on how Colorado READ Act funds are used

Senate Bill 21-151
Colorado READ Act

https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/literacycurriculumtransparency


District 
Reporting 
Requirements
In order to receive a distribution of per-pupil 
intervention money, each local education 
provider must annually submit information to 
the department by June 30th.

Reporting Data on Students with SRDs

Student background information including if student has been identified 
as having an SRD

The state board approved interim assessment selected by the district

The student’s interim assessment score and indication of whether testing 
accommodations were provided

The testing date

The number of K-3 grade students enrolled who were identified as having 
an SRD and received instructional services

The indication of whether retention was recommended and whether 
student was retained



Statute and Rule



Evidence based instructional 
programming

The advisory list of evidence-based or scientifically based instructional programming in reading 
includes the following criteria pursuant to C.R.S. 22-7-1209:​

● Alignment to the READ Act assessments​
● Proven to accelerate student progress in attaining reading competency ​
● Provides explicit and systematic skill development in the areas of phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary 

development, reading fluency including oral skills, and reading comprehension​
● Is scientifically and evidence based
● Aligned with the preschool through elementary and secondary education standards for reading.​
● Provide initial and ongoing analysis of the student's progress in attaining reading competency​
● Includes texts on core academic content to assist the student in maintaining or meeting grade-appropriate 

proficiency levels in academic subjects in addition to reading



The Colorado READ Act
Scientifically Based 

and 
Evidence-Based Instruction



The purpose of approved programming is to ensure schools are providing all students with the best opportunity to 
learn to read, assist with the identification of learning disabilities specific to learning to read, and to accelerate the 

reading skills of advanced readers. 
. 

Approved Assessments, Programming, and Professional Development

Scientifically Based & Evidence-Based
Assessments, Programming, and Professional Development 



Scientifically Based & Evidence-Based
Reading Research

Word 
Recognition

Language 
Comprehension

Reading 
Comprehension



Scientifically Based & Evidence-Based
Reading Research

Word 
Recognition

Language 
Comprehension

Reading 
Comprehension



Scientifically Based & Evidence-Based
Instructional Programming

Evidence-BasedScientifically Based
Evidence that instruction or 
item is described is reliable, 
trustworthy and valid

Demonstrated record of success 
in adequately increasing 
students’ reading competency

Instruction or item described is 
based on research

Applies rigorous, systematic, 
and objective procedures 

Relevant to reading 
development, reading 
instruction, and reading 
difficulties



• Addresses the five components of reading appropriate to 

the age, grade, language of instruction, and student need

• Guided by data 

• A minimum of 90 minutes per day

• Utilizes a scope and sequence that is delivered explicitly 

and recognizes the continuum of reading development

• Driven by Colorado Academic Standards

Effective Universal Instruction

• Addresses one or more of the five components of reading 

with intentional focus on identified area(s) of deficit

• Guided by data and based on student’s diagnosed reading 

skill deficiencies throughout the academic year

• Delivered with sufficient intensity, frequency, urgency and 

duration

• Directed by an effective teacher in the teaching of reading

• Utilizes a scope and sequence that is delivered explicitly 

• Delivered in a small group format

Effective Targeted and Intensive 
Instructional Intervention

Scientifically Based & Evidence-Based
Attributes of Effective Instruction



Minimum Reading Competency Skill 
Levels

The Minimum Reading Competency Skill Levels:
• guide literacy instruction and interventions for students
• are based on scores attained on approved reading assessments and 

the Colorado Academic Standards
• have a significant correlation to reading on grade level

CCR 301-92, 5.00 Minimum Reading Competency Skill Levels



Minimum Reading Competency Skills 
Matrix 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/minimumcompetencylinkedmatrixeracy/resources


Instructional Programming



Instructional Programming Categories



Instructional Programming

Core Instruction

• All students
• Comprehensive reading program
• Whole class and small group
• Differentiated according to student needs



Instructional Programming

Supplemental Instruction

• Beyond what is provided in the 
core program

• In a key area of need
• Used to strengthen core

instruction



Instructional Programming

Intervention Instruction

• Beyond what is provided in the core program
• Students who are below proficient in a key area of 

need
• More time, more targeted instruction, smaller group 

size



Advisory List

https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/advisorylistofinstructionalprogramming2020acy/resources


Colorado Department of Education 
Instructional Review Rubrics



Rubrics and Summaries



District Reporting Requirements
Programming and Per-Pupil Funding

In order to receive a distribution of per-pupil intervention money, each local education provider must annually 
submit information to the department by June 30th.

• The specific, allowable expenditures for which the local education provider used per-pupil intervention funding
• The number of grade levels and grade levels students who participated in each of the types of programs or services 

provided
• A budget, including a narrative explanation, for the use of per-pupil intervention money
• Any other information required by the CDE or independent evaluator that is necessary to complete the evaluation

If the local education provider purchased instructional programming in reading using per-pupil intervention 
funding:

• The scores attained by students enrolled in kindergarten through third grade on an approved interim reading 
assessment



Colorado READ Act 
Department Responsibilities

Per-Pupil Funding
Support

&
Accountability

Local Education 
Provider 

Reporting

Assessment 
&

Advisory Lists
Professional 

Development

Public 
Information 
Campaign

Rule 
Promulgation

Reviews 
&

Recommendations



Questions

Questions: 
READAct@cde.state.co.us

mailto:READAct@cde.state.co.us


Presentation Resources

READ Act Statute (PDF)
READ Act Rule (PDF)
House Bill 15-1323 (PPT)
Senate Bill 19-199 (PDF)
Senate Bill 21-151 (PDF)
Senate Bill 22-004 (PDF)
Performance Plan (PDF)
2021 Annual READ Act Report (PDF)

Read with Me Today (Public Information Campaign)
Colorado READ Act Information for Parents
Colorado READ Act Parent Resources
Communicating to Your Child’s Teacher 
READ Act Video (English)
READ Act Video (Spanish)

Colorado READ Act FAQ
Approved Assessments
READ Act Advisory List of Instructional 
Programming 
K-3 Teacher Evidence-Based
Reading Training
Science of Reading Resources
Colorado Online Licensing 
READ Act and English Learners
READ Act EL Guidance Document 

Literacy Curriculum Transparency  
READ Act Budget Submission
READ Act Data Collection
Early Literacy Grant
District Responsibilities Training
Colorado Online Licensing (COOL)
District Communication Toolkit 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/crsreadact2022
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/1-ccr-301-92_clean-final
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/readandhb15-1323-0
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/sb19199coloradoreadactpdf
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/2021a_151_signed.pdf
http://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/sb22-004-0
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdecomm/cdeperformanceplan
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/readactreport2021?fbclid=IwAR249DINPwb-YPAm2zJZ5YOjNmhZNTvmAdGCJmdFi0JtBrIZ8JctqDhA0RE
https://readwithme.today/
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/generalinfo-parents
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/parent_resources
https://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/2018515readactparents
https://youtu.be/iXH4Z7yEPxM
https://youtu.be/rR2i_p3me1k
https://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/20171219readhighlights
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/readact/resourcebank
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/advisorylistofinstructionalprogramming2020
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/teacher-training
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/teacher-training
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/scienceofreadingresources
https://cool.randasolutions.com/Account/Login
http://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/readandel
http://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/elguidancedoc
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/literacycurriculumtransparency
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/read-budget-submissions
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/readdatapipeline
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/readact/grant
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/districtresponsibilitiesreadtraining
https://cool.randasolutions.com/Account/Login
https://www.cde.state.co.us/communications/tools-teacher-training
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