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TO: 
School District Superintendents

Charter School Administrators

BOCES Directors
From:
Leanne Emm


Assistant Commissioner, Public School Finance

Date:
August 1, 2013
RE:
HB10-1183 Alternative School Finance Funding Models Pilot Program

In 2010 the State Legislature, with the enactment of HB10-1183, provided school districts and charter schools the opportunity to participate in a pilot program to explore more creative ways to fund public education in Colorado.

The current funding for school districts is based on a method of determining student enrollment and per pupil student funding that may not adequately take into account the costs of educating high-needs or alternatively enrolled students and is not designed to provide incentives for school districts and public schools to ensure that their students achieve high academic growth.
The Legislature recognized that with continuing advances in education reform and the expanded use in education technology, that other more flexible methods of funding public education may support greater academic achievement and help ensure that the limited resources of the state are allocated among the school districts and public schools in the most fair and effective manner possible.

School districts and charter schools are encouraged to consider funding models that may address, at a minimum, the unique challenges of funding students:

· Who are significantly at risk of academic failure;

· Who are gifted and talented;

· Who are enrolled in on-line programs;

· Who return to public school after dropping out; and

· Who concurrently enrolled in high school and higher education.

School districts and charter schools are also encouraged to consider models of education funding based on achievement rather than attendance or hours of instruction.

A school district or charter school that chooses to participate in the program must submit an application to the state board of education.  Upon selection to participate, the school district or charter school shall collect data for at least two budget years that demonstrate the effects of an alternative school funding model including but not limited to the differences in funding that the school district or charter school would have experienced if it had been funded through the alternative school funding model rather than under the current school finance act.

Additional information and the application to submit to the State Board of Education may be accessed on the CDE website at: Alternative School Finance Funding Models Pilot Program.  The deadline for submission of the application to participate in the program for two years beginning with FY2013-14 is August 30, 2013.  
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