Targeted Support and Improvement Questions and Answers 

Q:Do Additional Targeted Support schools have to complete this section?
A: Yes, but with Additional Targeted Support schools, keep in mind that if an Additional Targeted Support school is Title I funded, then that means that the state’s criteria for exiting that school will also be analyzed. If a school continues to be identified as Additional Targeted Support for the same student group and they are Title I funded, they move into that trajectory for moving into Comprehensive Support and Improvement if they don’t meet the state’s exit criteria. For the other schools that are Additional Targeted Support and Improvement and not Title I funded, then that’s when the district’s criteria will be applied. One of the reasons why we need to know this information is that the list of current Targeted Support and Improvement and Additional Targeted Support and Improvement schools is what drives our eligibility criteria for any school improvement grants, including the EASI (Empowering Action for School Improvement) grant. The 2019-20 list is, in essence, locked. So if you go through and tell us you want to exit Targeted Support schools, they will continue to be eligible for supports and will be on that list. However, if a school was identified in 2017-18 or 2018-19 as a Targeted Support school and you exit them, then they will no longer be eligible for EASI. Want to clarify that distinction, and how the accountability hold is going to impact the list. We are happy to provide additional information or talk through all of that with you at a later point. Please reach out to Nazie Mohajeri-Nelson for more information.

Q: So, it's ok to mark pending state identification even though there will not be identification next year?
A: Yes, that is correct. What that will do is defer to the exit criteria for the state when the accountability system resumes, and we’ll apply that criteria to the school list moving forward. But the 2019-20 school list will be held into 2020-21. If you mark that a school’s identification is deferring to the state’s identification, that school will still be marked as Targeted Support and Improvement in 2020, but in 2021, if we can resume the accountability system and assessment system, then we’ll be able to apply that criteria.

Q:Aren't all school including the exit criteria and timeline for exiting targeted support and improvement in their UIPs? 
A: The exit criteria and the timeline for exiting Targeted Support and Improvement is not included in a school’s or a district’s UIP. This is very different information – this has to do with your schools that are identified for Targeted Support and Additional Targeted Support under the ESSA identification.
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