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Q11: Subsection 2.2: System of Performance
ManagementAre there any areas in this subsection of
the draft plan that you strongly support?

Respondent skipped this
question

Q12: Subsection 2.2: System of Performance
ManagementAre there any areas in this subsection of
the draft plan that you have concerns about? If so,
please indicate with specificity what your concerns are
and how they might be addressed in this plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q13: Section 3 Overall Comments:The contents of this
section reflect the input we have received from the
general public and interested stakeholders to date and
the recommendations of the ESSA Spoke and Hub
Committees who have advised the department and the
State Board of Education on the development of this
draft plan. Please indicate what requirements in the
ESSA State Plan template are not adequately addressed
in this draft plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q14: Subsection 3.A: Academic Assessments:
Advanced Mathematics CourseworkAre there any areas
in this subsection of the draft plan that you strongly
support?

Respondent skipped this
question

Q15: Subsection 3.A: Academic Assessments:
Advanced Mathematics CourseworkAre there any areas
in this subsection of the draft plan that you have
concerns about? If so, please indicate with specificity
what your concerns are and how they might be
addressed in this plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q16: Subsection 3.B: Academic
Assessments: Languages other than EnglishAre there
any areas in this subsection of the draft plan that you
strongly support?

Respondent skipped this
question

Q17: Subsection 3.B: Academic Assessments:
Languages other than EnglishAre there any areas in this
subsection of the draft plan that you have concerns
about? If so, please indicate with specificity what your
concerns are and how they might be addressed in this
plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

PAGE 5: Section 3: Academic Assessments

PAGE 6: Section 4: Accountability, Support, and Improvement
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Q18: Section 4 Overall Comments:The contents of this
section reflect the input we have received from the
general public and interested stakeholders to date and
the recommendations of the ESSA Spoke and Hub
Committees who have advised the department and the
State Board of Education on the development of this
draft plan. Please indicate what requirements in the
ESSA State Plan template are not adequately addressed
in this draft plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q19: Subsection 4.1: Accountability System Are there
any areas in this subsection of the draft plan that you
strongly support?

Respondent skipped this
question

Q20: Subsection 4.1: Accountability SystemAre there
any areas in this subsection of the draft plan that you
have concerns about? If so, please indicate with
specificity what your concerns are and how they might
be addressed in this plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q21: Subsection 4.2: Identification of Schools Are there
any areas in this subsection of the draft plan that you
strongly support?

Respondent skipped this
question

Q22: Subsection 4.2: Identification of SchoolsAre there
any areas in this subsection of the draft plan that you
have concerns about? If so, please indicate with
specificity what your concerns are and how they might
be addressed in this plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q23: Subection 4.3: State Support and Improvement for
Low-Performing SchoolsAre there any areas in this
subsection of the draft plan that you strongly support?

Respondent skipped this
question

Q24: Subsection 4.3: State Support and Improvement for
Low-Performing SchoolsAre there any areas in this
subsection of the draft plan that you have concerns
about? If so, please indicate with specificity what your
concerns are and how they might be addressed in this
plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q25: Section 5 Overall Comments:The contents of this
section reflect the input we have received from the
general public and interested stakeholders to date and
the recommendations of the ESSA Spoke and Hub
Committees who have advised the department and the
State Board of Education on the development of this
draft plan. Please indicate what requirements in the
ESSA State Plan template are not adequately addressed
in this draft plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q26: Subsection 5.1: Educator Development, Retention,
and AdvancementAre there any areas in this subsection
of the draft plan that you strongly support?

Respondent skipped this
question

PAGE 7: Section 5: Supporting Excellent Educators
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Q27: Subsection 5.1: Educator Development, Retention,
and AdvancementAre there any areas in this subsection
of the draft plan that you have concerns about? If so,
please indicate with specificity what your concerns are
and how they might be addressed in this plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q28: Subsection 5.2: Support for EducatorsAre there
any areas in this subsection of the draft plan that you
strongly support?

Respondent skipped this
question

Q29: Subsection 5.2: Support for EducatorsAre there
any areas in this subsection of the draft plan that you
have concerns about? If so, please indicate with
specificity what your concerns are and how they might
be addressed in this plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q30: Subsection 5.3: Educator EquityAre there any
areas in this subsection of the draft plan that you
strongly support?

Respondent skipped this
question

Q31: Subsection 5.3: Educator EquityAre there any
areas in this subsection of the draft plan that you have
concerns about? If so, please indicate with specificity
what your concerns are and how they might be
addressed in this plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q32: Section 6 Overall Comments:The contents of this
section reflect the input we have received from the
general public and interested stakeholders to date and
the recommendations of the ESSA Spoke and Hub
Committees who have advised the department and the
State Board of Education on the development of this
draft plan. Please indicate what requirements in the
ESSA State Plan template are not adequately addressed
in this draft plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q33: Subsection 6.1: Well-Rounded and Supportive
Education for StudentsAre there any areas in this
subsection of the draft plan that you strongly support?

Respondent skipped this
question

Q34: Subsection 6.1: Well-Rounded and Supportive
Education for StudentsAre there any areas in this
subsection of the draft plan that you have concerns
about? If so, please indicate with specificity what your
concerns are and how they might be addressed in this
plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q35: Subsection 6.2: Program Specific RequirementsAre
there any areas in this subsection of the draft plan that
you strongly support?

Respondent skipped this
question

PAGE 8: Section 6: Supporting All Students
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Q36: Subsection 6.2: Program Specific RequirementsAre
there any areas in this subsection of the draft plan that
you have concerns about? If so, please indicate with
specificity what your concerns are and how they might
be addressed in this plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q37: Section Standards: Overall CommentsThe contents
of this section reflect the input we have received from
the general public and interested stakeholders to date
and the recommendations of the ESSA Spoke and Hub
Committees who have advised the department and the
State Board of Education on the development of this
draft plan. Please indicate what requirements in the
ESSA State Plan template are not adequately addressed
in this draft plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q38: Section: StandardsAre there any areas in this
subsection of the draft plan that you strongly support?

Respondent skipped this
question

Q39: Section: StandardsAre there any areas in this
subsection of the draft plan that you have concerns
about? If so, please indicate with specificity what your
concerns are and how they might be addressed in this
plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q40: What additional comments do you have about the ESSA state plan?

As a parent of a gifted student and as an educator I was surprised that there are no mentions of gifted and talented 
students.  This is a large population that has very specific needs for success.  Without intervention, these students can 
have social emotional issues, behavioral issues, and low academics

PAGE 9: Section: Standards

PAGE 10: Additional Comments
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calls out gifted learners in eight areas of Title I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX.  NO state Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) can say it serves all students when gifted and talented learners are merely mentioned 
one time!!

SEC.2101.FORMULA GRANTS TO STATES
Recommendations:
Plans should include a description of how the skills of teachers, administrators, principals, and/or others will be 
enhanced for improved identification of  GT students, those with with specific learning needs, including disabilities, 
English Language learners, and diverse learners to provide appropriate differentiated  instruction based on student 
needs. (Title II)
 
State education agencies are tasked with improving the skills of educators and “school leaders in order to enable them 
to identify students with specific learning needs, …SHALL include ….students who are gifted and talented…and provide 
instruction based on the needs of such learners.” (Title II)

SEC.2103.LOCAL USE OF FUNDS
Recommendations:
Schools SHALL  use Title II funds for professional development supporting the needs of gifted students and those not 
yet identified.
ESSA plan shall address the learning needs of all students, including children with disabilities, English Language 
learners, and gifted and talented students. (SEC. 4104)
Title I funds allows for LEA funds to assist schools identifying and serving gifted and talented students.
ESSA further requires training for the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability 
students who have not been formally identified for GT services; and implementation of appropriate instructional 
practices to support education of these students. (Title II)
Provide funds for translation of standardized tests to identify gifted ELLs and allow funding to provide accelerated 
instruction to address needs when possible. (Title III)
Provide funding to support purchases of technology for gifted students to facilitate STEAM instruction and 21st century 
learning. (Title IV)
ESSA funding for  advanced courses, such as AP and IB, and may include reimbursement to cover some examination 
fees. (SEC. 1103A)
ESSA supports accelerated learning programs that provide dual/concurrent enrollment programs and early college high 
schools. (SEC. 4104)

“A local education agency that receives a subgrant under section 2102 SHALL use the funds made available through 
the subgrant to develop. Implement, and evaluate comprehensive programs and activities described in subsection (b)… 
(2) SHALL address the learning needs of all students, including children with  disabilities, English learners, and gifted 
and talented students….”

“(J) providing training to support the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability students 
who have not been formally identified for gifted education services, and implementing instructional practices that 
support the education of such students…”

SEC.4644.SUPPORTING HIGH-ABILITY LEARNERS AND LEARNING
Recommendations:
The Javits Program is federal support for research, projects, innovation, and cutting-edge activities that support the 
education of gifted and talented learners, which should not preclude a similar model state program authorization. 

“(a) PURPOSE.- The purpose of this section is to promote and initiate a coordinated program, to be known as the 
‘Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Program,’ of evidence based research, demonstrated projects, 
innovative strategies, and similar activities designed to build and enhance the ability of elementary schools and 
secondary schools to identify gifted and talented students and meet their special educational needs.”

“(b) PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.- Instructs the Secretary in this how to carry out this program or projects, “including 
the training of personnel for this Federal program.
 
Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENTS SUCCEED ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap ”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
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achievement gap…   Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 3. ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS
Recommendations:
Provide appropriate varied assessment tools along with multiple timing of assessments during the K-12 education to 
support a longitudinal body of evidence, learning, and growth of gifted and talented learners. (Title I)
Disaggregation of data for GT subgroups to track ALP student growth at advanced levels, so that every student 
succeeds and grows. (Title I)
Establish accountability for gifted student growth. (Title I)
Use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction to support continuous student growth and 
achievement. (Title IV)
Build capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning. (Title IV)
Mandate that school testing programs address the needs of gifted students. (Title IX)

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 4. ACCOUNTABILITY, SUPPORT, AND IMPROVEMENT FOR SCHOOLS
Recommendations:
Title I provides accountability for gifted student growth, along with all students. 
Title I asks LEA plans to describe processes for monitoring students’ progress in meeting state standards.
Title II requires that gifted students be taught by educators endorsed in gifted.
Title IV provides students with access to a well-rounded gifted education, improves school conditions for learning, and 
improves use of technology.
Use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction to support continuous student growth and 
achievement. (Title IV)
Build capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning. (Title IV)
Disaggregation of data for GT subgroups to track ALP student growth at advanced levels, so that every student 
succeeds and grows.

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students. 

SECTION 5. SUPPORTING EXCELLENT EDUCATORS
Recommendations:
Title II plans shall describe how educators will support all students, including gifted and talented.
Title II requires gifted education training in all accredited pre-service teacher training programs and during student 
teaching.
Title II requires that gifted students be taught by educators endorsed in gifted.
Title II REQUIRES schools to use funds for professional development instruction on serving the needs of gifted students 
and those high ability learners not yet identified.
Title II suggests training for administrators and teachers in how to use Talent Pools.
Title IV builds capacity for leaders and educators in using data and technology to improve instruction and personalized 
learning.
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local education agency plans will assist schools in identifying and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that 
all children receive a high-quality education and to close the achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility 
for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the identification and programming to nurture GT student 
academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress 
monitoring, and professional development to enhance the knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students. 
(Federal ESSA: TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX and ECEA, part 2.)

SECTION 2. CONSULTATION AND PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT    
Recommendations:
Include GT educators and parents in instructional stakeholders list and consultations (2.1), as GT was not accepted for 
membership on the Hub or Spoke Committees while names were offered.
GT is visibly missing from page 18 list of state and local education groups, yet representatives were offered. GT parents 
and educators are critical education partners when discussions of EVERY student is on the table.
Colorado ECEA, Part 2 addresses gifted students requiring all AUs to identify and serve these learners.  Federal ESSA 
calls out gifted learners in eight areas of Title I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX.  NO state Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) can say it serves all students when gifted and talented learners are merely mentioned 
one time!!

SEC.2101.FORMULA GRANTS TO STATES
Recommendations:
Plans should include a description of how the skills of teachers, administrators, principals, and/or others will be 
enhanced for improved identification of  GT students, those with with specific learning needs, including disabilities, 
English Language learners, and diverse learners to provide appropriate differentiated  instruction based on student 
needs. (Title II)
 
State education agencies are tasked with improving the skills of educators and “school leaders in order to enable them 
to identify students with specific learning needs, …SHALL include ….students who are gifted and talented…and provide 
instruction based on the needs of such learners.” (Title II)

SEC.2103.LOCAL USE OF FUNDS
Recommendations:
Schools SHALL  use Title II funds for professional development supporting the needs of gifted students and those not 
yet identified.
ESSA plan shall address the learning needs of all students, including children with disabilities, English Language 
learners, and gifted and talented students. (SEC. 4104)
Title I funds allows for LEA funds to assist schools identifying and serving gifted and talented students.
ESSA further requires training for the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability 
students who have not been formally identified for GT services; and implementation of appropriate instructional 
practices to support education of these students. (Title II)
Provide funds for translation of standardized tests to identify gifted ELLs and allow funding to provide accelerated 
instruction to address needs when possible. (Title III)
Provide funding to support purchases of technology for gifted students to facilitate STEAM instruction and 21st century 
learning. (Title IV)
ESSA funding for  advanced courses, such as AP and IB, and may include reimbursement to cover some examination 
fees. (SEC. 1103A)
ESSA supports accelerated learning programs that provide dual/concurrent enrollment programs and early college high 
schools. (SEC. 4104)

“A local education agency that receives a subgrant under section 2102 SHALL use the funds made available through 
the subgrant to develop. Implement, and evaluate comprehensive programs and activities described in subsection (b)… 
(2) SHALL address the learning needs of all students, including children with  disabilities, English learners, and gifted 
and talented students….”

“(J) providing training to support the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability students 
who have not been formally identified for gifted education services, and implementing instructional practices that 
support the education of such students…”

SEC.4644.SUPPORTING HIGH-ABILITY LEARNERS AND LEARNING
Recommendations:
The Javits Program is federal support for research, projects, innovation, and cutting-edge activities that support the 
education of gifted and talented learners, which should not preclude a similar model state program authorization. 
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“(a) PURPOSE.- The purpose of this section is to promote and initiate a coordinated program, to be known as the 
‘Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Program,’ of evidence based research, demonstrated projects, 
innovative strategies, and similar activities designed to build and enhance the ability of elementary schools and 
secondary schools to identify gifted and talented students and meet their special educational needs.”

“(b) PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.- Instructs the Secretary in this how to carry out this program or projects, “including 
the training of personnel for this Federal program.
 
Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENTS SUCCEED ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 3. ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS
Recommendations:
Provide appropriate varied assessment tools along with multiple timing of assessments during the K-12 education to 
support a longitudinal body of evidence, learning, and growth of gifted and talented learners. (Title I)
Disaggregation of data for GT subgroups to track ALP student growth at advanced levels, so that every student 
succeeds and grows. (Title I)
Establish accountability for gifted student growth. (Title I)
Use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction to support continuous student growth and 
achievement. (Title IV)
Build capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning. (Title IV)
Mandate that school testing programs address the needs of gifted students. (Title IX)

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 4. ACCOUNTABILITY, SUPPORT, AND IMPROVEMENT FOR SCHOOLS
Recommendations:
Title I provides accountability for gifted student growth, along with all students. 
Title I asks LEA plans to describe processes for monitoring students’ progress in meeting state standards.
Title II requires that gifted students be taught by educators endorsed in gifted.
Title IV provides students with access to a well-rounded gifted education, improves school conditions for learning, and 
improves use of technology.
Use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction to support continuous student growth and 
achievement. (Title IV)
Build capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning. (Title IV)
Disaggregation of data for GT subgroups to track ALP student growth at advanced levels, so that every student 
succeeds and grows.

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
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Include gifted goals in school USIPs. (Title I)
Plan SHALL  address the learning needs of all students, including gifted learners. (Title II)
Title II requires gifted education training in all accredited pre-service teacher training programs and during student 
teaching.
Title IV provides students with access to well-rounded gifted programming to address the needs of all students.
Title IV supports the use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction.
Title IV provides high-quality STEAM courses.
Title IV provides for accelerated learning programs (including AP and IB exams).
Title IV builds capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning.
Title VI promotes enrichment programs that focus on problem solving and cognitive skill development toward attainment 
of state standards.

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further, 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA, TITLE I--LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that 
local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that 
all children receive a high-quality education and to close the achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility 
for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the identification and programming to nurture GT student 
academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress 
monitoring, and professional development to enhance the knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students. 
(Federal ESSA: TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX and ECEA, part 2.)

SECTION 2. CONSULTATION AND PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT    
Recommendations:
Include GT educators and parents in instructional stakeholders list and consultations (2.1), as GT was not accepted for 
membership on the Hub or Spoke Committees while names were offered.
GT is visibly missing from page 18 list of state and local education groups, yet representatives were offered. GT parents 
and educators are critical education partners when discussions of EVERY student is on the table.
Colorado ECEA, Part 2 addresses gifted students requiring all AUs to identify and serve these learners.  Federal ESSA 
calls out gifted learners in eight areas of Title I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX.  NO state Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) can say it serves all students when gifted and talented learners are merely mentioned 
one time!!

SEC.2101.FORMULA GRANTS TO STATES
Recommendations:
Plans should include a description of how the skills of teachers, administrators, principals, and/or others will be 
enhanced for improved identification of  GT students, those with with specific learning needs, including disabilities, 
English Language learners, and diverse learners to provide appropriate differentiated  instruction based on student 
needs. (Title II)
 
State education agencies are tasked with improving the skills of educators and “school leaders in order to enable them 
to identify students with specific learning needs, …SHALL include ….students who are gifted and talented…and provide 
instruction based on the needs of such learners.” (Title II)

SEC.2103.LOCAL USE OF FUNDS
Recommendations:
Schools SHALL  use Title II funds for professional development supporting the needs of gifted students and those not 
yet identified.
ESSA plan shall address the learning needs of all students, including children with disabilities, English Language 
learners, and gifted and talented students. (SEC. 4104)
Title I funds allows for LEA funds to assist schools identifying and serving gifted and talented students.
ESSA further requires training for the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability 
students who have not been formally identified for GT services; and implementation of appropriate instructional 
practices to support education of these students. (Title II)
Provide funds for translation of standardized tests to identify gifted ELLs and allow funding to provide accelerated 
instruction to address needs when possible. (Title III)
Provide funding to support purchases of technology for gifted students to facilitate STEAM instruction and 21st century 
learning. (Title IV)
ESSA funding for  advanced courses, such as AP and IB, and may include reimbursement to cover some examination 
fees. (SEC. 1103A)
ESSA supports accelerated learning programs that provide dual/concurrent enrollment programs and early college high 
schools. (SEC. 4104)
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“A local education agency that receives a subgrant under section 2102 SHALL use the funds made available through 
the subgrant to develop. Implement, and evaluate comprehensive programs and activities described in subsection (b)… 
(2) SHALL address the learning needs of all students, including children with  disabilities, English learners, and gifted 
and talented students….”

“(J) providing training to support the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability students 
who have not been formally identified for gifted education services, and implementing instructional practices that 
support the education of such students…”

SEC.4644.SUPPORTING HIGH-ABILITY LEARNERS AND LEARNING
Recommendations:
The Javits Program is federal support for research, projects, innovation, and cutting-edge activities that support the 
education of gifted and talented learners, which should not preclude a similar model state program authorization. 

“(a) PURPOSE.- The purpose of this section is to promote and initiate a coordinated program, to be known as the 
‘Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Program,’ of evidence based research, demonstrated projects, 
innovative strategies, and similar activities designed to build and enhance the ability of elementary schools and 
secondary schools to identify gifted and talented students and meet their special educational needs.”

“(b) PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.- Instructs the Secretary in this how to carry out this program or projects, “including 
the training of personnel for this Federal program.
 
Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENTS SUCCEED ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 3. ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS
Recommendations:
Provide appropriate varied assessment tools along with multiple timing of assessments during the K-12 education to 
support a longitudinal body of evidence, learning, and growth of gifted and talented learners. (Title I)
Disaggregation of data for GT subgroups to track ALP student growth at advanced levels, so that every student 
succeeds and grows. (Title I)
Establish accountability for gifted student growth. (Title I)
Use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction to support continuous student growth and 
achievement. (Title IV)
Build capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning. (Title IV)
Mandate that school testing programs address the needs of gifted students. (Title IX)

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 4. ACCOUNTABILITY, SUPPORT, AND IMPROVEMENT FOR SCHOOLS
Recommendations:
Title I provides accountability for gifted student growth, along with all students. 
Title I asks LEA plans to describe processes for monitoring students’ progress in meeting state standards.
Title II requires that gifted students be taught by educators endorsed in gifted.
Title IV provides students with access to a well-rounded gifted education, improves school conditions for learning, and 
i   f t h l
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State education agencies are tasked with improving the skills of educators and “school leaders in order to enable them 
to identify students with specific learning needs, …SHALL include ….students who are gifted and talented…and provide 
instruction based on the needs of such learners.” (Title II)

SEC.2103.LOCAL USE OF FUNDS
Recommendations:
Schools SHALL  use Title II funds for professional development supporting the needs of gifted students and those not 
yet identified.
ESSA plan shall address the learning needs of all students, including children with disabilities, English Language 
learners, and gifted and talented students. (SEC. 4104)
Title I funds allows for LEA funds to assist schools identifying and serving gifted and talented students.
ESSA further requires training for the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability 
students who have not been formally identified for GT services; and implementation of appropriate instructional 
practices to support education of these students. (Title II)
Provide funds for translation of standardized tests to identify gifted ELLs and allow funding to provide accelerated 
instruction to address needs when possible. (Title III)
Provide funding to support purchases of technology for gifted students to facilitate STEAM instruction and 21st century 
learning. (Title IV)
ESSA funding for  advanced courses, such as AP and IB, and may include reimbursement to cover some examination 
fees. (SEC. 1103A)
ESSA supports accelerated learning programs that provide dual/concurrent enrollment programs and early college high 
schools. (SEC. 4104)

“A local education agency that receives a subgrant under section 2102 SHALL use the funds made available through 
the subgrant to develop. Implement, and evaluate comprehensive programs and activities described in subsection (b)… 
(2) SHALL address the learning needs of all students, including children with  disabilities, English learners, and gifted 
and talented students….”

“(J) providing training to support the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability students 
who have not been formally identified for gifted education services, and implementing instructional practices that 
support the education of such students…”

SEC.4644.SUPPORTING HIGH-ABILITY LEARNERS AND LEARNING
Recommendations:
The Javits Program is federal support for research, projects, innovation, and cutting-edge activities that support the 
education of gifted and talented learners, which should not preclude a similar model state program authorization. 

“(a) PURPOSE.- The purpose of this section is to promote and initiate a coordinated program, to be known as the 
‘Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Program,’ of evidence based research, demonstrated projects, 
innovative strategies, and similar activities designed to build and enhance the ability of elementary schools and 
secondary schools to identify gifted and talented students and meet their special educational needs.”

“(b) PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.- Instructs the Secretary in this how to carry out this program or projects, “including 
the training of personnel for this Federal program.
 
Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENTS SUCCEED ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 3. ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS
Recommendations:
Provide appropriate varied assessment tools along with multiple timing of assessments during the K-12 education to 
support a longitudinal body of evidence, learning, and growth of gifted and talented learners. (Title I)
Disaggregation of data for GT subgroups to track ALP student growth at advanced levels, so that every student 
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succeeds and grows. (Title I)
Establish accountability for gifted student growth. (Title I)
Use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction to support continuous student growth and 
achievement. (Title IV)
Build capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning. (Title IV)
Mandate that school testing programs address the needs of gifted students. (Title IX)

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 4. ACCOUNTABILITY, SUPPORT, AND IMPROVEMENT FOR SCHOOLS
Recommendations:
Title I provides accountability for gifted student growth, along with all students. 
Title I asks LEA plans to describe processes for monitoring students’ progress in meeting state standards.
Title II requires that gifted students be taught by educators endorsed in gifted.
Title IV provides students with access to a well-rounded gifted education, improves school conditions for learning, and 
improves use of technology.
Use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction to support continuous student growth and 
achievement. (Title IV)
Build capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning. (Title IV)
Disaggregation of data for GT subgroups to track ALP student growth at advanced levels, so that every student 
succeeds and grows.

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students. 

SECTION 5. SUPPORTING EXCELLENT EDUCATORS
Recommendations:
Title II plans shall describe how educators will support all students, including gifted and talented.
Title II requires gifted education training in all accredited pre-service teacher training programs and during student 
teaching.
Title II requires that gifted students be taught by educators endorsed in gifted.
Title II REQUIRES schools to use funds for professional development instruction on serving the needs of gifted students 
and those high ability learners not yet identified.
Title II suggests training for administrators and teachers in how to use Talent Pools.
Title IV builds capacity for leaders and educators in using data and technology to improve instruction and personalized 
learning.

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.
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membership on the Hub or Spoke Committees while names were offered.
GT is visibly missing from page 18 list of state and local education groups, yet representatives were offered. GT parents 
and educators are critical education partners when discussions of EVERY student is on the table.
Colorado ECEA, Part 2 addresses gifted students requiring all AUs to identify and serve these learners.  Federal ESSA 
calls out gifted learners in eight areas of Title I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX.  NO state Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) can say it serves all students when gifted and talented learners are merely mentioned 
one time!!

SEC.2101.FORMULA GRANTS TO STATES
Recommendations:
Plans should include a description of how the skills of teachers, administrators, principals, and/or others will be 
enhanced for improved identification of  GT students, those with with specific learning needs, including disabilities, 
English Language learners, and diverse learners to provide appropriate differentiated  instruction based on student 
needs. (Title II)
 
State education agencies are tasked with improving the skills of educators and “school leaders in order to enable them 
to identify students with specific learning needs, …SHALL include ….students who are gifted and talented…and provide 
instruction based on the needs of such learners.” (Title II)

SEC.2103.LOCAL USE OF FUNDS
Recommendations:
Schools SHALL  use Title II funds for professional development supporting the needs of gifted students and those not 
yet identified.
ESSA plan shall address the learning needs of all students, including children with disabilities, English Language 
learners, and gifted and talented students. (SEC. 4104)
Title I funds allows for LEA funds to assist schools identifying and serving gifted and talented students.
ESSA further requires training for the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability 
students who have not been formally identified for GT services; and implementation of appropriate instructional 
practices to support education of these students. (Title II)
Provide funds for translation of standardized tests to identify gifted ELLs and allow funding to provide accelerated 
instruction to address needs when possible. (Title III)
Provide funding to support purchases of technology for gifted students to facilitate STEAM instruction and 21st century 
learning. (Title IV)
ESSA funding for  advanced courses, such as AP and IB, and may include reimbursement to cover some examination 
fees. (SEC. 1103A)
ESSA supports accelerated learning programs that provide dual/concurrent enrollment programs and early college high 
schools. (SEC. 4104)

“A local education agency that receives a subgrant under section 2102 SHALL use the funds made available through 
the subgrant to develop. Implement, and evaluate comprehensive programs and activities described in subsection (b)… 
(2) SHALL address the learning needs of all students, including children with  disabilities, English learners, and gifted 
and talented students….”

“(J) providing training to support the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability students 
who have not been formally identified for gifted education services, and implementing instructional practices that 
support the education of such students…”

SEC.4644.SUPPORTING HIGH-ABILITY LEARNERS AND LEARNING
Recommendations:
The Javits Program is federal support for research, projects, innovation, and cutting-edge activities that support the 
education of gifted and talented learners, which should not preclude a similar model state program authorization. 

“(a) PURPOSE.- The purpose of this section is to promote and initiate a coordinated program, to be known as the 
‘Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Program,’ of evidence based research, demonstrated projects, 
innovative strategies, and similar activities designed to build and enhance the ability of elementary schools and 
secondary schools to identify gifted and talented students and meet their special educational needs.”

“(b) PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.- Instructs the Secretary in this how to carry out this program or projects, “including 
the training of personnel for this Federal program.
 
Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENTS SUCCEED ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68 000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA  part 2  Further 
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gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 3. ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS
Recommendations:
Provide appropriate varied assessment tools along with multiple timing of assessments during the K-12 education to 
support a longitudinal body of evidence, learning, and growth of gifted and talented learners. (Title I)
Disaggregation of data for GT subgroups to track ALP student growth at advanced levels, so that every student 
succeeds and grows. (Title I)
Establish accountability for gifted student growth. (Title I)
Use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction to support continuous student growth and 
achievement. (Title IV)
Build capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning. (Title IV)
Mandate that school testing programs address the needs of gifted students. (Title IX)

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 4. ACCOUNTABILITY, SUPPORT, AND IMPROVEMENT FOR SCHOOLS
Recommendations:
Title I provides accountability for gifted student growth, along with all students. 
Title I asks LEA plans to describe processes for monitoring students’ progress in meeting state standards.
Title II requires that gifted students be taught by educators endorsed in gifted.
Title IV provides students with access to a well-rounded gifted education, improves school conditions for learning, and 
improves use of technology.
Use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction to support continuous student growth and 
achievement. (Title IV)
Build capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning. (Title IV)
Disaggregation of data for GT subgroups to track ALP student growth at advanced levels, so that every student 
succeeds and grows.

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students. 

SECTION 5. SUPPORTING EXCELLENT EDUCATORS
Recommendations:
Title II plans shall describe how educators will support all students, including gifted and talented.
Title II requires gifted education training in all accredited pre-service teacher training programs and during student 
teaching.
Title II requires that gifted students be taught by educators endorsed in gifted.
Title II REQUIRES schools to use funds for professional development instruction on serving the needs of gifted students 
and those high ability learners not yet identified.
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of state standards.

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further, 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA, TITLE I--LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that 
local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that 
all children receive a high-quality education and to close the achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility 
for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the identification and programming to nurture GT student 
academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress 
monitoring, and professional development to enhance the knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students. 
(Federal ESSA: TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX and ECEA, part 2.)

SECTION 2. CONSULTATION AND PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT    
Recommendations:
Include GT educators and parents in instructional stakeholders list and consultations (2.1), as GT was not accepted for 
membership on the Hub or Spoke Committees while names were offered.
GT is visibly missing from page 18 list of state and local education groups, yet representatives were offered. GT parents 
and educators are critical education partners when discussions of EVERY student is on the table.
Colorado ECEA, Part 2 addresses gifted students requiring all AUs to identify and serve these learners.  Federal ESSA 
calls out gifted learners in eight areas of Title I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX.  NO state Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) can say it serves all students when gifted and talented learners are merely mentioned 
one time!!

SEC.2101.FORMULA GRANTS TO STATES
Recommendations:
Plans should include a description of how the skills of teachers, administrators, principals, and/or others will be 
enhanced for improved identification of  GT students, those with with specific learning needs, including disabilities, 
English Language learners, and diverse learners to provide appropriate differentiated  instruction based on student 
needs. (Title II)
 
State education agencies are tasked with improving the skills of educators and “school leaders in order to enable them 
to identify students with specific learning needs, …SHALL include ….students who are gifted and talented…and provide 
instruction based on the needs of such learners.” (Title II)

SEC.2103.LOCAL USE OF FUNDS
Recommendations:
Schools SHALL  use Title II funds for professional development supporting the needs of gifted students and those not 
yet identified.
ESSA plan shall address the learning needs of all students, including children with disabilities, English Language 
learners, and gifted and talented students. (SEC. 4104)
Title I funds allows for LEA funds to assist schools identifying and serving gifted and talented students.
ESSA further requires training for the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability 
students who have not been formally identified for GT services; and implementation of appropriate instructional 
practices to support education of these students. (Title II)
Provide funds for translation of standardized tests to identify gifted ELLs and allow funding to provide accelerated 
instruction to address needs when possible. (Title III)
Provide funding to support purchases of technology for gifted students to facilitate STEAM instruction and 21st century 
learning. (Title IV)
ESSA funding for  advanced courses, such as AP and IB, and may include reimbursement to cover some examination 
fees. (SEC. 1103A)
ESSA supports accelerated learning programs that provide dual/concurrent enrollment programs and early college high 
schools. (SEC. 4104)

“A local education agency that receives a subgrant under section 2102 SHALL use the funds made available through 
the subgrant to develop. Implement, and evaluate comprehensive programs and activities described in subsection (b)… 
(2) SHALL address the learning needs of all students, including children with  disabilities, English learners, and gifted 
and talented students….”

“(J) providing training to support the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability students 
who have not been formally identified for gifted education services, and implementing instructional practices that 
support the education of such students…”
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SEC.4644.SUPPORTING HIGH-ABILITY LEARNERS AND LEARNING
Recommendations:
The Javits Program is federal support for research, projects, innovation, and cutting-edge activities that support the 
education of gifted and talented learners, which should not preclude a similar model state program authorization. 

“(a) PURPOSE.- The purpose of this section is to promote and initiate a coordinated program, to be known as the 
‘Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Program,’ of evidence based research, demonstrated projects, 
innovative strategies, and similar activities designed to build and enhance the ability of elementary schools and 
secondary schools to identify gifted and talented students and meet their special educational needs.”

“(b) PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.- Instructs the Secretary in this how to carry out this program or projects, “including 
the training of personnel for this Federal program.
 
Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENTS SUCCEED ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 3. ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS
Recommendations:
Provide appropriate varied assessment tools along with multiple timing of assessments during the K-12 education to 
support a longitudinal body of evidence, learning, and growth of gifted and talented learners. (Title I)
Disaggregation of data for GT subgroups to track ALP student growth at advanced levels, so that every student 
succeeds and grows. (Title I)
Establish accountability for gifted student growth. (Title I)
Use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction to support continuous student growth and 
achievement. (Title IV)
Build capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning. (Title IV)
Mandate that school testing programs address the needs of gifted students. (Title IX)

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 4. ACCOUNTABILITY, SUPPORT, AND IMPROVEMENT FOR SCHOOLS
Recommendations:
Title I provides accountability for gifted student growth, along with all students. 
Title I asks LEA plans to describe processes for monitoring students’ progress in meeting state standards.
Title II requires that gifted students be taught by educators endorsed in gifted.
Title IV provides students with access to a well-rounded gifted education, improves school conditions for learning, and 
improves use of technology.
Use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction to support continuous student growth and 
achievement. (Title IV)
Build capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning. (Title IV)
Disaggregation of data for GT subgroups to track ALP student growth at advanced levels, so that every student 
succeeds and grows.

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
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Advanced learners with Advanced Learning Plans should grow and exceed in strength areas. (Title I, A)
Graduation Rate
Include GT in tracking of graduation needs, rates, & dropout issues.
Flexibility at the local level as to how Title I will address gifted learner’s rate and pace.
Include gifted goals in school USIPs. (Title I)
Plan SHALL  address the learning needs of all students, including gifted learners. (Title II)
Title II requires gifted education training in all accredited pre-service teacher training programs and during student 
teaching.
Title IV provides students with access to well-rounded gifted programming to address the needs of all students.
Title IV supports the use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction.
Title IV provides high-quality STEAM courses.
Title IV provides for accelerated learning programs (including AP and IB exams).
Title IV builds capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning.
Title VI promotes enrichment programs that focus on problem solving and cognitive skill development toward attainment 
of state standards.

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further, 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA, TITLE I--LOCAL EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that 
local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that 
all children receive a high-quality education and to close the achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility 
for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the identification and programming to nurture GT student 
academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress 
monitoring, and professional development to enhance the knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students. 
(Federal ESSA: TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX and ECEA, part 2.)

SECTION 2. CONSULTATION AND PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT    
Recommendations:
Include GT educators and parents in instructional stakeholders list and consultations (2.1), as GT was not accepted for 
membership on the Hub or Spoke Committees while names were offered.
GT is visibly missing from page 18 list of state and local education groups, yet representatives were offered. GT parents 
and educators are critical education partners when discussions of EVERY student is on the table.
Colorado ECEA, Part 2 addresses gifted students requiring all AUs to identify and serve these learners.  Federal ESSA 
calls out gifted learners in eight areas of Title I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX.  NO state Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) can say it serves all students when gifted and talented learners are merely mentioned 
one time!!

SEC.2101.FORMULA GRANTS TO STATES
Recommendations:
Plans should include a description of how the skills of teachers, administrators, principals, and/or others will be 
enhanced for improved identification of  GT students, those with with specific learning needs, including disabilities, 
English Language learners, and diverse learners to provide appropriate differentiated  instruction based on student 
needs. (Title II)
 
State education agencies are tasked with improving the skills of educators and “school leaders in order to enable them 
to identify students with specific learning needs, …SHALL include ….students who are gifted and talented…and provide 
instruction based on the needs of such learners.” (Title II)

SEC.2103.LOCAL USE OF FUNDS
Recommendations:
Schools SHALL  use Title II funds for professional development supporting the needs of gifted students and those not 
yet identified.
ESSA plan shall address the learning needs of all students, including children with disabilities, English Language 
learners, and gifted and talented students. (SEC. 4104)
Title I funds allows for LEA funds to assist schools identifying and serving gifted and talented students.
ESSA further requires training for the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability 
students who have not been formally identified for GT services; and implementation of appropriate instructional 
practices to support education of these students. (Title II)
Provide funds for translation of standardized tests to identify gifted ELLs and allow funding to provide accelerated 
instruction to address needs when possible. (Title III)
Provide funding to support purchases of technology for gifted students to facilitate STEAM instruction and 21st century 
learning. (Title IV)
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learning. ( itle I )
ESSA funding for  advanced courses, such as AP and IB, and may include reimbursement to cover some examination 
fees. (SEC. 1103A)
ESSA supports accelerated learning programs that provide dual/concurrent enrollment programs and early college high 
schools. (SEC. 4104)

“A local education agency that receives a subgrant under section 2102 SHALL use the funds made available through 
the subgrant to develop. Implement, and evaluate comprehensive programs and activities described in subsection (b)… 
(2) SHALL address the learning needs of all students, including children with  disabilities, English learners, and gifted 
and talented students….”

“(J) providing training to support the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability students 
who have not been formally identified for gifted education services, and implementing instructional practices that 
support the education of such students…”

SEC.4644.SUPPORTING HIGH-ABILITY LEARNERS AND LEARNING
Recommendations:
The Javits Program is federal support for research, projects, innovation, and cutting-edge activities that support the 
education of gifted and talented learners, which should not preclude a similar model state program authorization. 

“(a) PURPOSE.- The purpose of this section is to promote and initiate a coordinated program, to be known as the 
‘Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Program,’ of evidence based research, demonstrated projects, 
innovative strategies, and similar activities designed to build and enhance the ability of elementary schools and 
secondary schools to identify gifted and talented students and meet their special educational needs.”

“(b) PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.- Instructs the Secretary in this how to carry out this program or projects, “including 
the training of personnel for this Federal program.
 
Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENTS SUCCEED ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 3. ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS
Recommendations:
Provide appropriate varied assessment tools along with multiple timing of assessments during the K-12 education to 
support a longitudinal body of evidence, learning, and growth of gifted and talented learners. (Title I)
Disaggregation of data for GT subgroups to track ALP student growth at advanced levels, so that every student 
succeeds and grows. (Title I)
Establish accountability for gifted student growth. (Title I)
Use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction to support continuous student growth and 
achievement. (Title IV)
Build capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning. (Title IV)
Mandate that school testing programs address the needs of gifted students. (Title IX)

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 4. ACCOUNTABILITY, SUPPORT, AND IMPROVEMENT FOR SCHOOLS
Recommendations:
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Title I provides accountability for gifted student growth, along with all students. 
Title I asks LEA plans to describe processes for monitoring students’ progress in meeting state standards.
Title II requires that gifted students be taught by educators endorsed in gifted.
Title IV provides students with access to a well-rounded gifted education, improves school conditions for learning, and 
improves use of technology.
Use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction to support continuous student growth and 
achievement. (Title IV)
Build capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning. (Title IV)
Disaggregation of data for GT subgroups to track ALP student growth at advanced levels, so that every student 
succeeds and grows.

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students. 

SECTION 5. SUPPORTING EXCELLENT EDUCATORS
Recommendations:
Title II plans shall describe how educators will support all students, including gifted and talented.
Title II requires gifted education training in all accredited pre-service teacher training programs and during student 
teaching.
Title II requires that gifted students be taught by educators endorsed in gifted.
Title II REQUIRES schools to use funds for professional development instruction on serving the needs of gifted students 
and those high ability learners not yet identified.
Title II suggests training for administrators and teachers in how to use Talent Pools.
Title IV builds capacity for leaders and educators in using data and technology to improve instruction and personalized 
learning.

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 6. SUPPORTING ALL STUDENTS
Recommendations:
Flexibility at the local level as to how Title I will address gifted learners.
Disaggregate data for each subgroup, including gifted students, by achievement levels. (Title I)
Accountability for the adequate yearly progress and achievement of all diverse learners. (Title I)
Title I suggests support for students into high school with advanced coursework, including affective needs and 
counseling.
Plan SHALL address the learning needs of all students, including gifted learners. (Title II)
Provide students with access to well-rounded education. (Title IV)
Title IX suggests access to transportation to gifted programs for homeless gifted students. (Title IX)

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators  appropriate resources for instruction  progress monitoring  and professional development to enhance the 
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SEC.2103.LOCAL USE OF FUNDS
Recommendations:
Schools SHALL  use Title II funds for professional development supporting the needs of gifted students and those not 
yet identified.
ESSA plan shall address the learning needs of all students, including children with disabilities, English Language 
learners, and gifted and talented students. (SEC. 4104)
Title I funds allows for LEA funds to assist schools identifying and serving gifted and talented students.
ESSA further requires training for the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability 
students who have not been formally identified for GT services; and implementation of appropriate instructional 
practices to support education of these students. (Title II)
Provide funds for translation of standardized tests to identify gifted ELLs and allow funding to provide accelerated 
instruction to address needs when possible. (Title III)
Provide funding to support purchases of technology for gifted students to facilitate STEAM instruction and 21st century 
learning. (Title IV)
ESSA funding for  advanced courses, such as AP and IB, and may include reimbursement to cover some examination 
fees. (SEC. 1103A)
ESSA supports accelerated learning programs that provide dual/concurrent enrollment programs and early college high 
schools. (SEC. 4104)

“A local education agency that receives a subgrant under section 2102 SHALL use the funds made available through 
the subgrant to develop. Implement, and evaluate comprehensive programs and activities described in subsection (b)… 
(2) SHALL address the learning needs of all students, including children with  disabilities, English learners, and gifted 
and talented students….”

“(J) providing training to support the identification of students who are gifted and talented, including high ability students 
who have not been formally identified for gifted education services, and implementing instructional practices that 
support the education of such students…”

SEC.4644.SUPPORTING HIGH-ABILITY LEARNERS AND LEARNING
Recommendations:
The Javits Program is federal support for research, projects, innovation, and cutting-edge activities that support the 
education of gifted and talented learners, which should not preclude a similar model state program authorization. 

“(a) PURPOSE.- The purpose of this section is to promote and initiate a coordinated program, to be known as the 
‘Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Program,’ of evidence based research, demonstrated projects, 
innovative strategies, and similar activities designed to build and enhance the ability of elementary schools and 
secondary schools to identify gifted and talented students and meet their special educational needs.”

“(b) PROGRAM AUTHORIZATION.- Instructs the Secretary in this how to carry out this program or projects, “including 
the training of personnel for this Federal program.
 
Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENTS SUCCEED ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 3. ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS
Recommendations:
Provide appropriate varied assessment tools along with multiple timing of assessments during the K-12 education to 
support a longitudinal body of evidence, learning, and growth of gifted and talented learners. (Title I)
Disaggregation of data for GT subgroups to track ALP student growth at advanced levels, so that every student 
succeeds and grows. (Title I)
Establish accountability for gifted student growth. (Title I)
Use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction to support continuous student growth and 
achievement. (Title IV)
B ild it  f l d  t   d t  d t h l  t  i  i t ti  d li d l i  (Titl  IV)
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Build capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning. (Title IV)
Mandate that school testing programs address the needs of gifted students. (Title IX)

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 4. ACCOUNTABILITY, SUPPORT, AND IMPROVEMENT FOR SCHOOLS
Recommendations:
Title I provides accountability for gifted student growth, along with all students. 
Title I asks LEA plans to describe processes for monitoring students’ progress in meeting state standards.
Title II requires that gifted students be taught by educators endorsed in gifted.
Title IV provides students with access to a well-rounded gifted education, improves school conditions for learning, and 
improves use of technology.
Use of data for personalized learning and targeted supplementary instruction to support continuous student growth and 
achievement. (Title IV)
Build capacity of leaders to use data and technology to improve instruction and personalized learning. (Title IV)
Disaggregation of data for GT subgroups to track ALP student growth at advanced levels, so that every student 
succeeds and grows.

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students. 

SECTION 5. SUPPORTING EXCELLENT EDUCATORS
Recommendations:
Title II plans shall describe how educators will support all students, including gifted and talented.
Title II requires gifted education training in all accredited pre-service teacher training programs and during student 
teaching.
Title II requires that gifted students be taught by educators endorsed in gifted.
Title II REQUIRES schools to use funds for professional development instruction on serving the needs of gifted students 
and those high ability learners not yet identified.
Title II suggests training for administrators and teachers in how to use Talent Pools.
Title IV builds capacity for leaders and educators in using data and technology to improve instruction and personalized 
learning.

Rationale: The Colorado EVERY STUDENT SUCCEEDS ACT must include effective provisions for the education of 
gifted learners who number over 68,000 in Colorado and who are identified and served under ECEA, part 2. Further 
gifted students under the Federal ESSA-- TITLE I, TITLE II, TITLE III, TITLE IV, TITLE VI, TITLE IX state LOCAL 
EDUCATION AGENCY PLANS PROVISIONS states that local education agency plans will “assist schools in identifying 
and serving gifted and talented students… To ensure that all children receive a high-quality education and to close the 
achievement gap…”  Colorado ESSA must allow flexibility for Colorado to make appropriate decisions regarding the 
identification and programming to nurture GT student academic growth and achievement with tailored data, trained 
educators, appropriate resources for instruction, progress monitoring, and professional development to enhance the 
knowledge of those who lead and serve gifted students.

SECTION 6. SUPPORTING ALL STUDENTS
Recommendations:
Flexibility at the local level as to how Title I will address gifted learners.
Disaggregate data for each subgroup  including gifted students  by achievement levels  (Title I)
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Q8: What additional comments do you have about the
ESSA state plan?

Respondent skipped this
question
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Q9: Subsection 2.2: System of Performance ManagementAre there any areas in this subsection of the draft
plan that you have concerns about? If so, please indicate with specificity what your concerns are and how they
might be addressed in this plan.

I strongly support that local educational agencies have plans that include: 
-A comprehensive needs assessment that includes meaningful, ongoing consultation with parents, teachers, and other
community stakeholders
-Identification of students who are need of additional supports and services
-Delivery of students supports and services aligned with best practice
-Supports for teachers, principals, and instructional support staff
-Progress monitoring, periodic program reviews, and program evaluation
(from p.15 of the draft)
It must be clear that each core component is not just a generically good idea but rather that it means responsibility in
meeting the learning needs of EACH student, including children with disabilities, English learners, and gifted and
talented students.

In addition to economically disadvantaged students, English Learners, and students with disabilities. I would like GT 
students to be named as a subgroup for Future Regional Networking Meetings.

Well-Rounded and Supportive Education for Students will outline the strategies and supports provided to districts and 
schools to ensure that all students are prepared for success in society, work, and life (p. 22)

Q10: What additional comments do you have about the
ESSA state plan?

Respondent skipped this
question
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Q11: Subsection 4.3: State Support and Improvement for
Low-Performing SchoolsAre there any areas in this
subsection of the draft plan that you have concerns
about? If so, please indicate with specificity what your
concerns are and how they might be addressed in this
plan.

Respondent skipped this
question

Q12: What additional comments do you have about the
ESSA state plan?

Respondent skipped this
question
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Q12: What additional comments do you have about the
ESSA state plan?

Respondent skipped this
question
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Q12: What additional comments do you have about the
ESSA state plan?

Respondent skipped this
question
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Q11: Subsection 4.3: State Support and Improvement for Low-Performing SchoolsAre there any areas in this
subsection of the draft plan that you have concerns about? If so, please indicate with specificity what your
concerns are and how they might be addressed in this plan.

Under A. School Improvement Resources, on page 69, the plan says, “Some sites may opt for district-directed supports 
which use locally-developed evidenced based strategies or external partnerships.”

It would be important for CDE to identify ways to build capacity to form partnerships with researchers who have relevant 
expertise in the focal problem, as well as capacity to develop evidence that meets one of the “Tiers of Evidence” 
identified in ESSA. 

Under Section B, “Targeted Assistance Regarding Evidence-Based Interventions”, the plan states on p. 69:
“The state will align and develop existing and new strategies that differentiate support for comprehensive and targeted 
schools. Assistance will increase in intensity and rigor as schools demonstrate a readiness for change and willingness 
to engage with external partners (including the state as a technical assistance provider).”

There is a strong body of evidence the state should draw on regarding the use of evidence by school and district 
leaders. The state’s theory of action here--increasing assistance in relation to readiness to change and with external 
partners)--is not entirely consistent with that evidence base. While willingness to engage with external partners is 
certainly necessary, evidence use benefits from sustained interaction with external research partners who can help 
leaders find relevant evidence-based interventions, make sense of the evidence base, and tailor programs to local 
contexts (National Research Council, 2012). What is the state’s plan for helping districts--especially rural districts--find 
external research partners with relevant expertise in areas where they seek improvement? The state alone is not likely 
to be able to perform the technical assistance functions enumerated on p. 69.

Citation: National Research Council. (2012). Using science as evidence in public policy. Washington, DC: National 
Academies Press.

Also on p. 69, the plan reads: “LEAs may also design their own intervention systems that meet evidence based criteria.”

This is not compliant with the law’s requirements, except in the area of teacher quality. For most programs in ESSA, 
LEAs must are asked to choose from existing interventions with an evidence base. If LEAs do design systems, there 
would need to be a plan to develop evidence of effectiveness of these systems articulated.

On p. 69, the plan states, “The state will assemble a list of evidence-based interventions, strategies, and partnerships 
that can offer support to the range of needs in identified schools. The listing is intended to be a resource and reference 
for districts and schools, rather than a required selection list.”

How will this list be developed to reflect the law’s different Tiers of evidence? Given the part of the plan’s statement 
about designing evidence-based programs, it does not appear that the committee is familiar with how the requirements 
for evidence vary from program to program, or with the different tiers of evidence in the law:
The top tier (“strong evidence”) is comprised of strategies and interventions for which there is evidence of a positive and 
statistically significant effect on student outcomes from at least “one well-designed and well implemented experimental 
study,” that is, one that uses random assignment to estimate the causal impact of programs.
The second tier (“moderate evidence”) is comprised of strategies and interventions for which there is evidence of 
statistically significant, positive outcomes from at least one well-implemented quasi-experimental study.
The third tier (“promising evidence”) is comprised of strategies and interventions for which there is correlational 
evidence of positive effects, once potential sources of selection bias are accounted for statistically.
A fourth tier comprised of programs that have a “research-based rationale,” that is, where there is a body of evidence 
from research and evaluation that the strategy or intervention is likely to improve student outcomes. Also, an evidence-
based program is one in which there are “ongoing efforts to examine the effects” of the strategy or intervention

Q12: What additional comments do you have about the
ESSA state plan?

Respondent skipped this
question
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Q12: What additional comments do you have about the ESSA state plan?

Colorado should go back and look at the state standards from the 1970s and 1980s where there were many students 
who went into technology and science. Educating childen of the 21st should be similar because these kids can get any 
information with a few keystrokes. Typical classrooms do not work. Teachers are teaching to the test instead of being 
creative. Every child has special needs and that is how education needs to approached. Some kids may need 14 years 
to master the skills and others may only need 9 years. Why should the cde require the same thing for every student 
when every student is different? The goal of education is to provide enough knowledge so our kids can be productive in 
our world. It is not to dictate what they have to know and by when.
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Q12: What additional comments do you have about the ESSA state plan?

Recruitment, induction and retention issues will not be solved through spreadsheets and tools.  It is ultimately a state 
funding issue that needs to be addressed urgently.
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Q12: What additional comments do you have about the
ESSA state plan?

Respondent skipped this
question
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Q12: What additional comments do you have about the ESSA state plan?

School Nurses are the basic infrastructure for the health of students in school and provide a critical link between health 
and learning.

School Nurses support students in behavioral health, substance use prevention, violence prevention, bullying, nutrition, 
and chronic disease management. Continuing education is needed to maintain current practice in prevention 
methodology.
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ESSA state plan?

Respondent skipped this
question
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Q12: What additional comments do you have about the ESSA state plan?

School Nurses are the basic infrastructure for the health of students in school, socially, emotionally and physically.  
They provide a critical link between health and learning.
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Q12: What additional comments do you have about the
ESSA state plan?

Respondent skipped this
question
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Q12: What additional comments do you have about the ESSA state plan?

Where school nurses are present in schools there are higher rates of attendance, graduation, better health and 
behavioral health outcomes.
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Q12: What additional comments do you have about the
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Q12: What additional comments do you have about the
ESSA state plan?

Respondent skipped this
question
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Q12: What additional comments do you have about the ESSA state plan?

School Nurses are the basic infrastructure for the health of students in school and provide a critical link between health 
and learning.  School Nurses support students in behavioral health, substance use prevention, violence prevention, 
bullying, nutrition, and chronic disease management. Continuing education is needed to maintain current practice in 
prevention methodology.
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Q10: What additional comments do you have about the ESSA state plan?

Thank you for the opportunity for us to provide feedback on the plan.
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Q10: What additional comments do you have about the ESSA state plan?

Overview: Paragraph 3-“submit a sustainability plan…..midway through the grant cycle”-will there be a 
standardized/template for the sustainability plan?

Multiple references to:
-established set of performance measures
-high  quality programming
-performance indicators
-best practices
-aligned to state standards
These are all excellent pushes toward more rigorous/accountable programming-how will these criteria be established
and how will they be aligned and equitable across programs?  Will there be rubrics/sets of success criteria that all
programs will be aligned to?  Who will do the assessing?

-volunteers-“use appropriately qualified persons to serve as volunteers”  will appropriately qualified be defined with a
defined criteria for  all programs to use?
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Q10: What additional comments do you have about the
ESSA state plan?

Respondent skipped this
question
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Partial Survey: Standards Section Page 344 – 344 

No comments were received via the Standards Section partial survey. 
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supervision visits to children at high risk living at or near the poverty threshold and the integration of literacy promotion, 
an essential component of pediatric primary care, into pediatric resident education. 

Full policy statement: http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/content/early/2014/06/19/peds.2014-1384

As an organization committed to supporting early learning through pediatric care, we are very pleased that ESSA 
elevates the importance of early learning.  As you design the state plan, we encourage you to focus attention on the 
critical connection between a child’s health and early learning, and ensure that the plan promotes activities that fosters 
healthy brain development and school readiness from the earliest months and years. As mentioned above, a growing 
body of evidence (http://www.reachoutandread.org/why-we-work/reach-out-and-read-the-evidence/) supports the 
efficacy of the Reach Out and Read model as a prime strategy for accomplishing this goal.

Parents trust the information they get from their child’s health care provider and for the families of many young children 
the pediatrician’s office is the one place they can go for advice on child development and health care issues. AAP 
guidelines (https://www.aap.org/en-us/Documents/periodicity_schedule.pdf) recommend that children see the 
pediatrician 14 times between birth and age five, with the vast majority of those visits before age three.  

With approximately 70,000 babies born yearly in Colorado, there are 346,237 children 5 years or younger and more 
than 20% of those children come from low-income families – income that is less than two times the federal poverty level 
(National Kids Count, 2015). 

Thus, the pediatric care setting – in which pediatricians are trained in the ROR model – is a uniquely qualified place for 
promoting school readiness. 

As Reach Out and Read Colorado’s medical director and a practicing pediatrician committed to making such evidence-
based early learning activities available to more of Colorado’s children, I represent Reach out and Read Colorado in 
recommending that Colorado’s ESSA state plan do the following:

1. Explicitly state Colorado’s intention to apply for LEARN funding, and proceed with an application.  
As described in recent non-regulatory guidance issues by the U.S. Department of Education, “In Subpart 2 of Title II, the 
Literacy Education for All, Results for the Nation (LEARN) includes the Comprehensive Literacy State Development 
Grants program which will provide competitive awards to SEAs to support comprehensive literacy instruction (ESEA 
sections 2222-24) (formerly known as Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Program). SEAs that receive grants 
must spend 15 percent of the funds on early learning (defined as birth to kindergarten entry). Funds must be used for 
high-quality professional development; training to administer evidence-based early childhood education literacy 
initiatives; and coordination of families, early childhood staff, principals, and other school leaders in addressing 
children’s literacy development (ESEA section 2223). The overall purpose of the program is to improve student 
academic achievement in reading and writing for children from birth to grade 12 by providing subgrants to LEAs, early 
childhood education programs, and their partners to implement evidence-based programs that ensure high-quality 
comprehensive literacy instruction for students most in need.”

2. Incorporate the AAP Policy Statement on early literacy into Colorado’s Comprehensive Literacy State Plan. This 
statement entitled, Literacy Promotion: An Essential Component of Primary Care Pediatric Practice, explains that 
“reading regularly with young children stimulates optimal patterns of brain development and strengthens parent-child 
relationships at a critical time in child development, which, in turn, builds language, literacy, and social-emotional skills 
that last a lifetime.” The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) recommends that pediatric providers promote early 
literacy development for children beginning in infancy and continuing at least until the age of kindergarten entry.” The 
Comprehensive Literacy State Plan can be a strategic guide for delivering effective services and advancing literacy 
goals. Through the ESSA state plan and the comprehensive literacy state plan, the Colorado Office of Early Education 
can provide direction to local education agencies and other state agencies to assist them in planning and conducting 
strong, practical activities to promote early literacy. 

3. Provide practical steps for professional development for early educators and primary care providers; provide 
consumer-oriented materials, as well.  For example, the Colorado Office of Early Education could compile and explain 
the research on brain development and early learning in a manner relevant to educators and parents.  Professional 
development materials could be available informing and reminding educators on the importance of young child brain 
development and the impact on school readiness and academic success. Family-oriented materials could cover the 
same information at an appropriate level and in an engaging format for parents, making explicit the vital role of parents 
and other caregivers in the home environment.

The Every Child Succeeds Act presents enormous opportunities for advancing the educational achievement of children 
in our state and for enriching the lives of all Coloradoans  We thank you for your leadership in undertaking the 
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in our state and for enriching the lives of all Coloradoans. We thank you for your leadership in undertaking the 
development of a state plan that will guide the way for us all.  Reach Out and Read Colorado stands ready to assist you 
further in formulating the details of the plan and in implementation, as appropriate.  We are grateful for the chance to 
share our ideas and recommendations at this stage of the process.

Sincerely,

Steve Vogler, MD, MSPH

Q3: If you wish to have your comments shared with
specific spoke committees, please select those with
which you would like the information shared.

Standards, Assessment, Accountability,

Stakeholder Consultation / Program Coordination
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