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ESEA Office Hours Questions & Answers
January 7, 2020
Q: Will there be a separate grant code to help distinguish on the budget?
A:  Yes, there will be a new grant code for ESSER II.
Q:  We still do not have any of the ESSER I Funds, which are to be reimbursed by our district authorizer.
A:  Please work with the district authorizer to draw down and allocate funds as soon as possible.
Q:  When will we know our district's allocation?
A:  Grants Fiscal is currently working on allocations and is hoping to release amounts in the upcoming days.
Q:  Will the allocation be based on our true Title I allocation method? Or will it be based on the proportion of, like with ESSER I?
A:  Proportionate share - Same methodology as ESSER 1, however most recent Title I allocations from this fiscal year 20-21 will be utilized.
Q:  Is CDE using 2020 counts or 2019 counts for allocation of ESSER II?
A:  Proportionate share of this years Title I.
Q:  Are we required to spend ESSER I before ESSER II or is it just encouraged?
A:  Encouraged.  It is best practice to use and spend down oldest funds first as they have an award period and expiration date.
Q:  I am sorry, I missed the building upgrade project comments. Are we able to capitalize expenses this time?
A:  Yes, capitalize expenses based on your districts internal threshold policy.
Q:  When you say measuring learning loss what does that mean -- academic measures or financial?  If a charter school applies for and gets Paycheck Protection funding does this exclude them from participating in the ESSER II funding -- this is the case for privates in GEER so wondering about ESSER II & charters as they can typically apply for Paycheck Protection
A:  Question has been shared with the CDE team working on this. Will provide response when we can at a future office hours.  In regard to Paycheck Protection, BruMan provided the following response:  There is no restriction on receiving ESSER II dollars for schools that have PPP loans.  If this is a private school, then it cannot receive ESSER II dollars, and it cannot receive GEER II dollars if it has received a PPP loan.  If it is a public charter school, then it may receive ESSER II dollars and there is no explicit restriction. This is an issue that came up with CARES – there is no restriction on the operational entity of the school (whether a 501(c)(3) or for-profit) getting PPP as well, but it is an optics issue especially for wealthier schools, who have been accused of “double-dipping.”  That said, the school itself is ineligible for a PPP if it’s a government entity – it’s almost always the management company getting them.  They’re covered under the prohibitions in small business loans at https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/13/120.110. 
Q:  Have all ESSER I applications been given final approval?
A:  No, there are still a handful of applications that have not received final.  Many districts recently submitted their applications, which are currently under review.  We are striving to get this done in January.
Q:  Does this year's title I include unspent (carryover)?
A:  Carryover is not accounted for in the allocation.
Q:  When do the districts get their funds?
A:  ESSER I and ESSER II funds are reimbursement based.  The LEA must apply and receive approval of budgeted amounts, they can then spend and draw down funds.
Q:  Will the allocation to charters remain consistent with ESSER I, or is there going to be a different methodology?
A:  Allocations were calculated in the same manner as ESSER I and with the same data set. If the LEA chooses to make a school level allocation to its public schools, including its charters, CDE recommends using the same methodology to calculate the school allocations (not necessarily the same year of data) under both ESSER I and II. But it is up to the district to decide what works for your local context and need. 

Q:  Will ESSER II also use the Request for Fund process?
A:  Yes, districts will draw down funds.
Q:  Is there an extension on ESSR I funds if the LEA did not spend them all?
A:  LEAs must have an approved ESSER 1 application on file, prior to spending funds down.  The application approval deadline is Spring 2021.  Once approval is granted, you have until September 30, 2022 to spend funds down.
Q:  ESSER 1 and 2 are same deadline, Sept 30, 2022?
A:  No, the period for spending down ESSER II funding is Sept 30, 2023.
Q:  Is a school bus purchase an acceptable use of funds for ESSER II?
A:  See #52 on FAQ (https://www.cde.state.co.us/caresact/crf-allowableexpenditures)  Yes, if necessary, reasonable, and allocable for the purposes of continuing educational services during school closures or for implementing a plan for return to normal operations, and incurred during the award period between March 13, 2020 and June 30, 2021 [CARES Act, Section 18003(12) - other activities necessary to maintain the operation of and continuity of services and continuing to employ the existing staff of the LEA].

Q:  How do we receive the reimbursement?
A:  Submit a request for reimbursement.  Requests are due by COB the 1st day of the month.
Q: Is transportation associated with summer school or to tutoring locations allowable -- thinking yes, but wanted to double check 
A:  Yes, so long as it is related to COVID19, social distancing, etc..
Q:  Will we know what our allocation amounts are for ESSER II before January 31st when revised budgets for 2021 have to be completed?
A:  Yes, Grants Fiscal is working to calculate and release ESSER II allocations in the upcoming days.
Q:  Is updating of ventilation controls and replacement of air handling units an allowable expense, even though they add value to the building?
A:  Expenses must be related to COVID 19. Justify the necessity of the expense in relation to COVID 19.
Q:  If you use ESSER II funds differently than ESSER I funds, do you have to fill out a different application and GEPA statement?
A:  We will research and get back to you at future Office Hours.
Q:  When will we see district runs for the rural schools funding?
A:  They are posted: http://www.cde.state.co.us/node/49456.  For link to exact workbook:  http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdefinance/fy2020-21ruralfundingperpropee
Q:  Is it appropriate to charge the expenditure related to the payments of paid leave under FFCRA to the Grant the employee is ordinarily paid?
A:  We will research and get back to you at future Office Hours.
Q:  Can that be further discussed with LEAs that have NPS?
A:  Yes, we will discuss further during Office Hours and Committee of Practitioners meetings.
Q:  What about private schools? Do we have to submit an application on behalf of them?
A:  Non-Public schools will have a separate  application through GEER funding.
Q:  Some of our charters could not expend all their funds so the district submitted district expenses for the remainder. Do we have to go back and give money to the charters?
A:  This is between the district and the Charter.  If Charter provided an approval to district to ‘take back’ the funds and spend, and subsequently the extension to 12/31/2021 was provided, it would need to be a conversation between the Charter and the District.  It seems appropriate that returned funds from a Charter to a District should be returned to the Charter, should they request it, due to the extension.

Q:  Does a district with no Q4 CRF expenditures need to submit a Q4 report if we fully spent in Q3?
A:  No, no additional reporting is required.

Q:  We have already issued a check for unspent funds, will that check be returned to us?
A:  CDE will return your voided check to you, if you returned unspent CRF funds within 14 days.

Q:  Do you know when the PAR will be open for Cons App?
A:  CDE Programmers are actively working to open PAR.  We will send communications to the field once open.
Q:  Is there a deadline established for the ESSER ll Budget application?
A:  September 30, 2021 has been a proposed deadline by CDE.
Q:  Was there an ESSER I report recently due?
A:  No.  As a State we have an ESSER 1 report due by February 1st, however requirements are met through existing LEA applications - No additional data will be collected at this time.  
Q:  Can we get an export to excel function for the budget section of the ESSER application? We have charters that are constantly changing their plans and/or spending $9 at a time - and trying to cross reference to the application is very time consuming.
A:  We have shared this request with our programmer. If it’s possible to do so, we’ll add it but we are waiting for confirmation from the programmer.

Q: When you say "draw down" do you mean draw it ALL down at once, once we get final approval for ESSER round 1? 
A:  Once the application is approved and funds have been spent, LEAs can draw down the funds.
Q:  If ESSER is for salaries, when can we request for funds?
A:  Yes, funding can be drawn down for anticipated salaries, however timing is significant.  Funds are to be disbursed within three days of receipt.

WHERE CAN I LEARN MORE? 


For more information, visit the Office of ESEA’s Resources and Technical Assistance page:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cde.state.co.us/fedprograms/resourcesandtechnicalassistance" ��http://www.cde.state.co.us/fedprograms/resourcesandtechnicalassistance�











