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Excerpt from 2013-14 Application and Verification Guide: Chapter 2, page 23

B Unaccompanied homeless youth {55-57). A student is independent
if at any time on or after July 1, 2012 (irrespective of whether he is
currently homeless or at risk thereof), he is determined to be an
unaccompanied homeless youth by a school district homeless liaison
or the director {or designee) of an emergency shelter program funded
by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HULDY), The
director {or designee) of a runaway or homeless youth basic center or
transitional living program can determine this as well, plus whether a
student is independent because he is an unaccompanied youth who is
self-supporting and at risk of being homeless. These authorities make
this determination if the student is receiving their programs’ services
or if, in the case of 2 school district homeless liaison, the student is in
high school An FAA mayalso determine this;, see Chapter 5.

Excerpt from 2013-14 Application and Verification Guide: Chapter 5, pages 19 & 20




Ch. 5—Special Cases

A financial aid administrator can also determine if a student is an unac-
companied youth who is either homeless or is self-supporting and af risk of
being homeless. [tis important to examine students’ living situations and
claims o a case-by-case basis, If a student does not have, and canmot get,
documentation from any of the authorities given on page 23, you must deter-
mine if she is an unaccom panied vouth who is homeless or is self-supporting
and at risk of being homeless.

Asg defined in the margin note, a student is considered homeless if he
lacks fixed, regular, and adequate housing, This is broader than just living
“on the street.” [t includes temporarily living with other people because he
had nowhere else to go; living in substandard housing (if it doesn't meet lo-
cal building codes or the utilities are turned off, it is generally not adequate;
living in emergency or transitional shelters, for example, trailers provided
bv the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) after disasters, or
living in motels, camping grounds, cars, parks, abandoned buildings, bus or
train stations, or any public or private place not designed for humans to live
in. It also includes living in the school dormitory if the student would other-
wise be homeless. A student living in any of these situations and fleeing an
abusive parent may be considered homeless even if the parent would provide
support and a place to live,

The documentation foran FAA’s evaluation of the living arrangements
of a student must demnonstrate that she meets the definition of this category
of independent student The determination may be based on a documented
interview with the student if there is no written documentation available,

When vou are making a determination of homelessness

+  Ask for help with determining eligibility from local school district
homeless liaisons, state homeless education coordinators, or the
National Center for Homeless Education (http/fcenter.serve, orgf
nches),

+  School district homeless lisisons and shelter providers can help you
develop and implement procedures for verification.

+  Relevant information can come from recognized third-parties such
as private or publicly funded homeless shelters and service provid-
ers, financial aid administrators from another college, college access
programs such as TRIO and GEAR UP, college or high school coun-
selors, other mental health professionals, social workers, mentors,
doctors, and dergy.

+  Use discretion when gathering information, and respect the student’s
privacy. Some informatior, such as that protected by doctor-patient
privilege, is confidential Also, doouments such as police or Child
Protective Services reports are not necessary,

+  Determine eligibility based on the legal definitions provided.

+ A determination of being homeless is not a dependency override or

Homeless youth definltlons

At risk of being homeless—whan

a student's housing may ceasetobe
f=ed, regular, and adeguate, for exarm-
ple, a studentwho is being evictad and
has been unable to find fxed, reqular,
and adequate housing.
Homeless—lacking fTced, regular, and
adequate housing.
Self-supporting—when a student pays
for his own living edpenses, including
fed, regular, and adequate housing.
Unaccompanied—uhen a studentis
notliving in the physical custody of a
parent or guardian.

Youth—a studentwhao is 27 years

old or younger or still enralled inhigh
school as of the datehesigns the ap-
plication,

Housing

Fixed—stationary, permanent, and not
subject to change.

Regular—used on a predictable, rou-
tine, or consstent basis.

Adéquate—sufﬁcientfor meating bath
the physical and psychalogical neads
typically met in the home,



a case of professional judgment. Studentsshould understand that
they are able to contest an eligibility determination by a financial aid
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Verlficatlon not required office by providing supporting information to be reviewed collabora-
fou are not required to verify thean- tively by the school's general counsel, the financial aid director, and
swiers to the homeless youth questions a recognized WcKinney-Vento practitioner (such as a school district
unless you have conflicting informa- homeless lisison, state homeless education coordinator, or the MNa-
tion. A docurnented phone call with, tional Center for Homeless Education), Students may also appeal a

of & writhen statement from, one of the

relevant authorities is sufficient werifica-

tion when needed. +  Unaccompanied homeless youth, like incarcerated students, may use
the address of vour school as their cwn on the FAFSA,

determination to the Department,

Itis not conflicting information if wou

disagree with an authority’s deterrmi- For students you determine to be unaccompanied homeless youths or
nation thata student is homeless, If unaccompanied, self-supporting youths at risk of being homeless, select the
you believe the authority s incorrect homeless youth determination option (#4) in the dependency override field
?c;riﬁji?w?;gnﬂ;i?;gﬁ:i tatcrgfcfllgzv?n: in FAA Access to CPS Online or EDE On the paper FAFSA, fill in the rel-
evant bubble in the “College Use Only” box (see the graphic on page 116),

oversight party, as relevant, toevaluate ; i ;
the authority's deterrminations: include vour school code, and sign, Aswith a dependency override, you may

. School district hormel ess liason: rely on a determination by another school that onor after July 1, 2012, 2 stu-

contact he coordinator of education for  dent was in this category.

homeless children and wouth programes

of the state’s educational agency. Alist Students who don't meet the definition of youth becanse they are older
of state coordinators can befound at; than 21 (and not vet 24) and who are unaccompanied and homeless or self-
httpi//center.serveorg/nchefstatesf  supporting and atrisk of being homeless qualify for a dependency override.
state resources.php.

«  Director of an emergency shelter or
transitional housing programs contact
the local Continuum of Care adminis-
tering the HUD hormelass assistance
program. A list of local Continuums of
Care and state HUD fleld offices may

be found at httpifwwa hudhredinfof
index.dm?do=view CocContacts.

« Director of a runaway or homeless
wouth basic center or transifional living
program: contact the MNational Clearing-
house on Families and Youth by phone
at (307) 6088098 or by e-mail at ncfya
ad.hhs.gov.

To cancel a homeless youth determination, you use the same method
as when canceling a dependency override: change the dependency override
value to “2—FAA override canceled” in FA A Access or EDE



