
Elementary Classroom Primary Source Set 
The Women of Camp Hale:  Leadville, CO

	Grade Level:
Elementary /4



	Essential Question:  
Who were the women who served at Camp Hale during World War II?

Supporting Questions:
1. Why did women choose to serve in the army during World War II?
2. What role(s) did women play at Camp Hale?



	Source 1

[image: The Women's Army Corps Detachment (1943)]
The Women's Army Corps Detachment (1943)
Source: Metropolitan State University of Denver https://www.msudenver.edu/camphale/thewomensarmycorps/camphalewacdetachment/
	Source 2

[image: “The Office, I’m in the back”]
“The Office, I’m in the back”
Source: Photo Courtesy of the Colorado Snowsports Museum and Hall of Fame and the Davis Family.



	Background Knowledge / Contextual Paragraph for Teachers:
When the United States entered World War II, American women were called on to serve the nation in many ways. Unprecedented numbers of women entered the ranks of factory workers, helping American industry meet the wartime production demands for planes, tanks, ships, and weapons. It was through this aspect of war work that the most famous image of female patriotism in World War II emerged, Rosie the Riveter.

On May 27, 1943, the first women arrived at Camp Hale.  Over 200+ women served at Camp Hale as part of the Women’s Army Corps (WAC).  These women were not training to fight but they performed important duties at the camp through their work as secretaries.  The women troops worked in finance, communications, nursing, the motor pool, and supply. They enlisted out of patriotism and for independence and adventure.  Most members of the Camp Hale WAC Detachment left the service when the war ended. They look back on their experience and acknowledge that because they and other WACs succeeded, they secured a permanent place for women in the military.

Source: https://www.msudenver.edu/camphale/thewomensarmycorps/camphalewacdetachment/

NOTE: Very little has been written about the 200+ women who served at Camp Hale.  The most comprehensive site was compiled by Professor Monys Hagen formerly at Metropolitan State University.  Her mother served at Camp Hale which is how Monys became interested in researching the stories of the women at Camp Hale.  Her research can be found here: 



	Building Background Knowledge for the Student
· Begin by showing this image:
[image: this is a photograph of Mary Elizabeth (Lanza) Davis (DOB: 3/3/1920) ]Ask students the following questions:
· What do you see?
· What do you notice about the clothing the person is wearing?
· What words do you see in the photograph?
· What do you think the words mean?
· When do you think this photograph was taken?
· What questions do you have about this photograph?














· After students have an opportunity to engage with this photograph, explain to them that this is a photograph of Mary Elizabeth (Lanza) Davis (DOB: 3/3/1920) who was a Women’s Army Corps (WAC) soldier stationed at Camp Hale (outside of Leadville, CO) during World War II. The Women’s Army Corps was created to perform a wide variety of non-combat functions within the Army including finance, communications, the motor pool, and supply. 
Additionally, Mary's husband Frank Russell Davis (DOB: 10/9/1922) was stationed at Camp Hale, assigned to the Calvary. They met at Camp Hale. Mary grew up in Pittsburgh, PA and Frank in George West, Texas. 



	Strategy Instruction:
	
1. Students build understanding with the "Images Draw You In" Model Activity by:
●	Articulating a connection between responses to differentiated, investigative questions and an idea central to the subject under study.
●	Use this activity as a warm-up to the study of the women who served at Camp Hale.  
o	Print copies of images from this primary source set and the resource set (How many you print is based on how many students you have in your class and/or whether or not you want students to work in groups).
o	Ask students to select a photograph that “grabs them”
o	Engage students in an investigation of their selected photograph using sample inquiry questions 
2. Close Reading of Photographs:
· Students build close reading skills when reading photographs instead of focusing on captions.  Students generate a list of information they gathered, and questions they have regarding their photograph (or their group’s photograph). 
· Following the close reading of their selected photograph(s), have students create a caption for their picture!
· Students take the information from their photograph(s) and construct a narrative about life in Camp Hale.
3. Their Voices:
· Have students read the excerpts of the interviews with Mary Stone & Emily Collinsworth (Extra Sources 7 & 8).  Ask the following questions:
· What impressions do you have about life at Camp Hale?
· How do you think Mary and Emily felt about being stationed at Camp Hale?
· If you could ask them 2 questions, what would those questions be?

4. Using the questions in the Discussion section below, you can guide students in primary source analysis. To begin with, you can use the primary source worksheets located on the right sidebar of the CDE Elementary Primary Source Sets website. These worksheets are a great way to begin the discussion.  

5. Another effective strategy to use with primary source images is the Zoom-In primary source strategy. An example of this activity using Buffalo Bill can be seen and adapted here. Feel free to make a copy of this Google Presentation and adapt it for any of the pictures above. Simply import a new image, crop it to your liking for each slide, and adapt the questions to the specific primary source. This strategy is a great way to analyze primary sources in segments so that students are forced to focus on specific parts of the image. 



	Strategy Instruction Differentiation:
Students should identify vocabulary terms in the interview excerpts that they don’t know.  Have students read the sentence containing the vocabulary word for meaning and context. Then, have them define or explain the word based on their reading.  Next, as the teacher, lead a discussion of the terms.  



	Discussion:
1. How can primary sources help us learn about the past or create more questions about our state's history?
2. Why are some stories “left out” of history?
3. Why were the women stationed at Camp Hale so important to the military base?
4. What was life like for the women at Camp Hale?  What did they do for fun?
5. How would you describe the area around Camp Hale?



	Assessment:
Design and write a postcard describing life at Camp Hale.  Have students describe the location, the buildings, and what they do for fun.  (Template: https://olphreunion.org/free-printable-templates-postcards/)

If students are interested, have them investigate more about the role of the 10th Mountain Division in World War II: https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/tenth-mountain-division



	2020 Colorado Social Studies Standards:  
· Standard 1 – History: 4.1.1.a.  Draw inferences about Colorado history from primary sources such as journals, diaries, maps, etc.
· Standard 1 – History: 4.1.1.d.  Identify cause-and-effect relationships using primary sources to understand the history of Colorado's development.
· Standard 1 – History: 4.1.2.b.  Explain the relationship between major events in Colorado history and events in United States history during the same era.
· Standard 2 – Geography: 4.2.1.a.  Answer questions about Colorado regions using maps and other geographic tools.
· Standard 2 – Geography: 4.2.2.a. Describe how the physical environment provides opportunities for and places constraints on human activities.



	2020 Colorado Reading, Writing, and Communicating Standards:  
· Standard 2 - Reading for All Purposes:  4.4.2.a. Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
· Standard 2 - Reading for All Purposes:  4.4.2.a. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.
· Standard 4 – Research Inquiry and Design: 4.10.1.a.  Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic.



	Extra Source 1
[image: A Friend (L) and Mary Elizabeth S(Lanza) Davis (R)]
A Friend (L) and Mary Elizabeth S(Lanza) Davis (R)
Source: Photo Courtesy of the Colorado Snowsports Museum and Hall of Fame and the Davis Family.
	Extra Source 2
[image: Newspaper  First WAAC Contingent Arrives at Camp Hale, May 27, 1943]
 First WAAC Contingent Arrives at Camp Hale, May 27, 1943
Source: https://www.msudenver.edu/media/content/camphale/chh_003_CampHaleSkiZette14.pdf

	Extra Source 3

[image: Photograph: “Where I Live #251”]
“Where I Live #251”
Source: Photo Courtesy of the Colorado Snowsports Museum and Hall of Fame and the Davis Family
	Extra Source 4 

[image: Photograph: The Commissary at Camp Hale]
The Commissary at Camp Hale
Source: Photo Courtesy of the Colorado Snowsports Museum and Hall of Fame and the Davis Family

	Extra Source 5
[image: Victory Waits on Your Fingers 1943-1945; Recruiting Poster]
 Victory Waits on Your Fingers 1943-1945; Recruiting Poster

Source: National Archives & Records Administration https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/victory-waits-on-your-fingers
	Extra Source 6  
[image: Article: 10th Mountain Division Gains First Female Brigadier General
 (Aug. 7, 2015)
]10th Mountain Division Gains First Female Brigadier General
 (Aug. 7, 2015)

Source: https://www.army.mil/article/153397/10th_mountain_division_gains_first_female_brigadier_general

	Extra Source 7
Monys: What were some of the things you did for recreation at Camp Hale?

Mary: Like I said, the fellas would have parties for us - steak dinners and stuff on Saturdays. On Sundays we would just kind of hang around. Sometimes we would take long walks. We would take passes into Denver. Of course, they had those hairpin curves; we were scared stiff; didn't think we would make it back to the camp. We had good times. We didn't go to sleep in hotels. We had good times. I went with Loretta and your mom and Jessica, Irene Finney, Mary Lanza - we all didn't go at the same time…

Source: Excerpt from an interview between Monys A. Hagen, Ph.D. (project coordinator) and Mary Stone (A member of the WAC who served at Camp Hale).  https://www.msudenver.edu/camphale/resources/interviews/marystone/
	Extra Source 8
Neal: Do you remember arriving at Camp Hale?

Em: Yeah. It was two really pretty mountains. The train goes along the side of the mountain and then the camp is through this valley. So we all got off and got in formation. We had to march over to our barracks which was about a mile or mile and a half. Of course, We were trying to look at all there was. It was exciting to see where Camp Hale and that we were actually going to be stationed someplace and do a job.

Neal: Were you actually in the mountains? Was it very pretty?

Em: Big mountains on both sides. Camp Hales is situated in a long narrow valley. Then the mountain take right up. The Holy Cross mountain is there. We could see from camp. Big rocky cliffs. On the other sides were big mountains; we were just surrounded by mountains and they were all covered with pine trees. It was beautiful up there.

Neal: Physically, what was the actual camp like?

Em: It was barracks and the hospital was up on one side of the mountain. Rows of barracks. There was a chapel for each section. The motor pool - it was as you came into the camp. Our barracks were the first barracks as you came into camp. There was a big open field and then our barracks. There was a service club. Our mess halls. There was 116 engineers and some mule packers. They had their mules and then at the end of the camp was where the 10th Mountain Ski Division was. It was strictly....

Source: Excerpt from an interview with Emily Collinsworth (A member of the WAC who served at Camp Hale).  https://www.msudenver.edu/camphale/resources/interviews/emilycollinsworth/

	Additional Resources 
1. The Women Who Served at Camp Hale Research Project at Metropolitan State University, Denver: https://www.msudenver.edu/camphale/camphalehistory/
2. 10th Mountain Division, University of Denver, Camp Hale Exhibit:  https://camphale.omeka.net/
3. Denver Public Library 10th Mountain Division Resource Center https://history.denverlibrary.org/research/10th-mountain-division
4. The Ski-Zette, Camp Hale’s Weekly Newspaper: https://www.msudenver.edu/camphale/militarylife/ski-zette/
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THE WAR
THIS WEEK

Attu Ours Again
The completo recapture of Attu,
that blesk, rocky, snow-covered and
fog-bound little island In the Aleut-
lans, spelled the happlest news of
the week ug far as the American
public was concerned. For not only
in this barren plece of land the first
Ameriéan soil 1o be regained by our
forces in this war after seisure by
the enemy, but It also may prove
an advance base for aerial and naval
aperations ngainat Japan proper.

w"’ ‘Washington announcements
halled fhe occbpation as complets,

‘wxeept for snipers,” Tokyo conceded
defeat with characteris

“fighting 1o the fast man and only
death can take our weopons from
our hands"

Military observery characterized
the recapture of Allu aa the most
Impartant strategic Pacific operations
wince the capture of Guadecanal.

Only Snipers Left

The Jopanese were believed (o
Juve between 2,000 and 3,000 troops
“before the battle started and eatl-
males now tell of only some 30 odd
men with a few machine guns as the
remaining foroes. At that, military
quarters expect these fow straggl
w out for sevaral weoks before
I

ltaly Takes P

ltaly seemed to be bearing the
heaviest burden of the bombings ax
port Installations, sirdromes, com-
munication systems and _munition
plants took terrific poundings from
American  Fortresses and  British
Liberators.
Hundreds of planes were destrayed
on the ground at Itallan island bases
as well s on the malnland. One af
the ehiel targets was the Capodi-

chino airdrome 8t the outskirts of |\Wo Beethoven and fwo Grelg com- |of (s old qu
Naples, where mare than 100 Fort. | poaitions, the kind of music which ix | Complement

romes found thale mark

Brituh fighters meanwhile con-
centrated on alrports in  France,
DBelgium and Holland. Opposition in
these ventures was negligible, lend-
Ing 1o the theory that Axis leaders
were conserving the Luftwafe re-
sources for & moment of greal
need

Kuban Front Alive

On the Bastern front, where Rus-
wlan and German forces apparently
were jockeylng for favorable pasi-
tons for the expected summer clash,
heavy fighting In the Kuban area,
marked by tremendous aerial act-
fans, took & heavy toll of men and
machines.

The Nazls have reported these past
twa weeks of large-scale Russian of-
fonses (n this area and toMd of heavy
concentrations of men. The Rustians,
true (o their strategy of saying Iilc
about their operations until they are
well under wi have reported little
trom this area. But according fo
German reports the Russian strategy
s to Mank the Nazis by landing on
Taman Peaninsula, on the Azov Sea
side

STRONG-ARMED WAVE
KO'S CIVILIAN SOUSE

New Yark (CNS)—Strong-srmed
Aprontico  Seaman  Audrey Pear)
Roberts, WAVE, ko'd a civilisn
(male) souse while she wis pulling
gunrd o3 an SP ot & Navy-gals train-
ing centee here. She had orders not
fo permil anyone lo pam the gate
at which she was stationed without
proper authorily. Twa drunks tried
1o pegotiate the pemage. She “knock
od of them flat” In ber own
words and then male blusiackets
took over. She was the first member
of the WAVES to receive 4 citation
for “sucoessfully defending her post
and cfficiently carrying out her or.
ders with disregand for her own per
wonal

Japanese
pomp by rediolng that the Japs are

fone of the thousands of newly in-!

y |\housand  subjecta—including any-

where in New Guines.

Heifetz Gives
Famous Discs

By Pvi George Rilsy
Jnscha Heltes, the noted yiolinist,
| s proved himself o reel friend to
music lovers st Camp Hale,
His largs, generous gilt to the
Symphanic Music Club s & virtual
|lDld mine of classical recordings
| Brand new, they number 22 albums
and 88 records. The sols include
|four _Tehaikovaky, four Brahms

oternally great and with which
enthusisst never becomes oo famil |
lar.

The Hellotz sddition rounds out
the music librury and makes il not.
able and awplicious for a camp s
camperatively new as Hale. The |
brary alroady had Tehalkovaky's be- |

and Heifetz added the Fifth, theso |
three atbums alone being a mile-
stono in wny collection, |
Now far & word about the donor |
whose name has been synonymous |
with the violin for nearly three ¢
codes. (The. Jascha ia pronounced
(Continued on Page Four)
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LAFF OF THE WEEK
FT, WARREN, Wyo.—(CNS)
Lt, Rolland H. Pederson had just
completed & 10.minute lecture here
on tactical conditions unde

emy fire,

He said, “Remember not 1o wor-
1y 100 much aboul encmy fire, for
enly one shell has your nsme on

e’

Camp Headqu

wpeak, Tast Friday
iransplanted 1o the
Bulkding It

moming,
new, W
cimtamed
maying fargotten

No foving is

tficency

loved Fourth and Sixth symphonies ' might be supposed tha

the many
quarters would

deal of @ mix-up. F
s wmoothly
the great assort
cabinots, chairy

writirs, pamy

In training a soldier In his new
wartime duties and obligations, the
Army has called upon one of Amer.
lea's grest teachers and entertainies |
—the moion picture.

Obvlously, it 48 impossibie for offi-
cer to talk personally with euch

ducted men wha arrive daily. And
yel, there are personsl subjects—
such a sex hygiene, military court
esy, and custorms of the serviee—
which must be explained to ench
man, bul which cannot be easily put
over by the mass lecture system,
The molion picturs solved  the
Army's problem perfeetly. 1t not
only leaves the solder a vivid im-|
| pression af the subpect. but it has an |
intimate, Individual wppeal, which |
wems direetsd 0 the man himaell.
| The Army is using motion pictures
|for o many training purposss new
that a cenirel library hes been es-
tablished af Fort Omaha, Nebe. {0
serve (b Seventh Servien Command |
This Ubrary numbers well over

thing from
first aid o chemica
still growing
Al the post
within  the
libraries have b
inelude auch ¢
of War, Use of

try DAl Regulation

heey which
rvery soldic
In sddition,
heodquarters recs
mands for training
organiEations—civ
guard and »
er, auxiliary librane
tabiished in schoc
The Signal C
Forces.

o
which pre
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Headquarters
Moves To New
Pando Location -

Bui 4

(Continued on Page Four)

Motion Pictures Go To War

Army Is Using Movies To Teach
Trainees Large Variety of Subjects

wn

must constantly be on
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chunges both bottl
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s of the srvice o
ims present only th
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Rodeo Is Set
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Here is sn American gun crew making ready 1o give the Japs a lesson in anil-alrcraft fire some.

Brought Here for |3 ©

Know Your Rank?
Better Check Up
On Her's As Well

WAA!

e, but the Carporal

a Junior Leader and the Ple. bocome
|an Auxillary Ist cl. The good ol
{Private 1akes on the important

sounding title of Auxiliary
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10th Mountain Divisiom™gains first female
brigadier general

By Spc. Osama Ayyad, 10th Mountain Division Journalist  August 7,2
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