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OVERVIEW

The Colorado Department of Education’s Capital Construction Unit manages programs

and resources for public school construction funding and technical assistance. By the Numbers

e BEST has awarded grants in
nearly every Colorado

¢ Building Excellent Schools Today (BEST) Grants are available to all public school

districts, charter schools, institute charter schools, BOCES and the Colorado School for school district, improving
the Deaf and Blind. The primary focus of BEST is to resolve health, safety, and security learning environments for
issues in Colorado public schools. over 400,000 students.

¢ Charter School Capital Construction funds are distributed to qualified charter schools

. . . i . CDE estimates $20 billion in
with capital construction needs to promote a safe and healthy learning environment.

capital construction needs
e Facility Insight Assessments focus on establishing an industry-based standard to in the nearly 2,000 Colorado
compare the cost of replacing major systems against replacing an entire facility. public schools.

¢ Delegate to the Office of the State Architect: oversight, project management, and
support for capital construction and controlled maintenance projects at CDE properties.

BEST Grant Distribution Across Colorado

In FY2023
17.8 direct and indirect jobs
are created or supported
for every $1 million

invested in BEST schools
(contractors, architects, materials
suppliers, grocery stores,
restaurants etc.).

BEST generated $196
million dollars in school
construction projects,
creating or supporting
approximately 3,500 jobs.

$38.6 million distributed to
247 charter schools through
Charter School Capital
Construction program.

[ =Districts that received BEST Grants * =New School/School Replacement

BENEFITS OF HEALTHY SCHOOLS

Research shows healthy schools promote positive learning environments and improve student academic performance.

BEST schools benefit from:
e Community pride e Reduced vandalism * Improved teacher retention
e Student pride e Reduced truancy e Better test scores
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REVENUE SOURCES

Since 2008 the Capital Construction Assistance Fund has received more than $1.8 billion in revenue to fund the BEST
program and a portion of the Charter School Capital Construction program. With these revenues, local matching dollars,
and financing, BEST has generated more than $3.7 billion in school infrastructure projects.

Capital Construction Assistance Fund Revenue

Sources
Life of Program

Interest:
$61,071,067

Lottery Proceeds:
State Land $84,484,664
Proceeds:

$1,127,519,545

Marijuana Excise Tax:
$535,367,192

BEST PROJECTS

BEST Grants fund a range of project types, including roof and boiler replacements, safety, and security upgrades, as well
as major renovations and school replacements.

BEST Project Types

School Replacement, Addition or
Renovation:
29.16%

Roof Repair or Replacement:
28.37%

Other: 7.69%
Safety and Security: 19.57%

HVAC: 15.21%

To learn more please visit: or scan QR code

BESTSchools@cde.state.co.us #BESTschoolsCO
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