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Evidence-Based Reading Instruction Index 
Purpose 
This document serves as a quick-reference index to support CDE staff, district and/or school administrators, 
and educators across the state in identifying and understanding what effective reading instruction looks like 
in classrooms aligned with the science of reading and evidence-based practices. Each section includes 
documents and tools found on the CDE website, organized by topic, all in one place. By providing direct 
access to these key resources, this index enables the user to recognize strong, evidence-based instructional 
practices and support continuous improvement in literacy outcomes for all students.  

Evidence of Effective Instructional Planning 
Features of effective instruction should be intentionally planned and evident in both universal instruction 
(Tier I) and targeted and intensive intervention instruction (Tier II & III), to provide a layered continuum of 
support. These features include cumulative, systematic, and explicit instruction with multiple examples or 
models given while providing many opportunities for practice with corrective feedback and support as 
needed. When planning for effective instruction, considerations around the students receiving the instruction 
are included in both universal and intervention instruction. Tools to support specific student groups are 
below.   

Planning Resources 
• Features of Effective Instruction Checklist
• Literacy Evaluation Tool - Systems Analysis
• Structured Literacy Principles and Alignment 

with Effective Instruction
• CDE READ Act Related Resources

Considerations | Multilingual Learners (MLs) 
• Multilingual Learner Guidance and 

Resources
• Linguistically Responsive Data-Based 

Instructional Decision-Making for K-12 
Multilingual Learners

• Phoneme Similarities and Differences in 
Spanish and English

Considerations | 4th-12th Grade Students 
• Grades 4-12 Curricular Resource Bank
• READ Plan Guidance in 4th – 12th Grade
• FAQs about READ Plans for Grades 4-12
• IES Guide for 4th-9th Intervention

Considerations | Students with Disabilities 
• Literacy Resources Specific to Students with 

Disabilities
• Resources for Learners identified with a 

Specific Learning Disability (SLD)
• Multilingual Learners Identified or 

Suspected of Having Educational Disabilities

Leader Look-For Tools 
The look-for tools below are meant to support instruction and create a plan for identifying areas of strength, 
areas of growth and trends across classrooms in instructional practices for each component of reading. These 
tools are not intended to be used for formal evaluation.  

Features of Effective Literacy Instruction Look Fors-Excel |(Google Sheets Version) 
Biliteracy Look Fors Tool-Excel |(Google Sheets Version) 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/effectiveinstruction-checklist
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/effectiveinstruction-checklist
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/2022-literacyevaluationtool
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/structuredliteracyprinciples
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/structuredliteracyprinciples
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/resources
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/readandel
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/readandel
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/linguistically-responsive-data-based-instructional-decision-making
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/linguistically-responsive-data-based-instructional-decision-making
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/linguistically-responsive-data-based-instructional-decision-making
https://www.cde.state.co.us/early/spanishenglishphonemes
https://www.cde.state.co.us/early/spanishenglishphonemes
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coreadingwriting/materials
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/4plusreadplans
https://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/frequently-asked-question-about-read-plans-for-grades-4-12
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/WWC/Docs/PracticeGuide/WWC-practice-guide-reading-intervention-full-text.pdf
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/literacy_disabilities
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/literacy_disabilities
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/sd-sld_resources_literacy
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/sd-sld_resources_literacy
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/cld
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/cld
https://www.cde.state.co.us/node/78268
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1FmnJ5q_4M9jVKkHrMWpR5RXQtc89Zhcpqa_Aw3QLXuI/copy
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/biliteracy-walk-through-tool
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1R6w7gs68q4XDB_YL47VkXVVSnMVMzboedNzpdjN9TTQ/copy?usp=drive_link
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Oral Language 
Oral language provides the foundation for all 
other literacy skills and is embedded into 
lessons across the instructional day. Effective 
instruction includes modeling academic 
language, minimizing teacher talk and 
providing multiple opportunities for students 
to engage in think time and peer discussions. 
This benefits all students and is a necessary 
instructional component for multilingual 
learners (MLs).  

• Multilingual Learner Literacy and 
Language Walk Through Tool

• Oral Language Look Fors
• CDE Vocabulary Lesson Template
• PCG Structured Literacy Lesson 

Plan Review
• CDE Text Planning Guide for 

Comprehension

Phonological Awareness, Phonemic 
Awareness and Phonics 

Phonological awareness, phonemic 
awareness, and phonics work together to 
build strong word recognition skills. Effective 
instruction for teaching the sound-symbol 
correspondences in the language is explicit 
and direct, systematic and sequential, 
cumulative, multi-modal, and diagnostic.  

• Leader Look For Tool PA and Phonics
• CDE Phonics Lesson Template
• PCG Teaching Word Recognition
• PCG Structured Literacy Lesson Plan 

Review

Fluency 
Fluency is the capacity to read words in 
connected text with sufficient accuracy, rate, 
and prosody to comprehend what is read. 
Effective instruction is evidence-based and 
purpose-driven with texts and tasks 
appropriate for student level/age/grade. 

• Leader Look Fors Tool Fluency
• PCG Teaching Word Recognition
• PCG Structured Literacy Lesson Plan 

Review

Vocabulary 
Deep word knowledge involves understanding 
its structure—pronunciation, phonemes, 
syllables, morphemes, and spelling. Explicit 
vocabulary instruction supports students with 
learning carefully selected words that are 
critical to both comprehending the text or 
content being taught and impact overall 
academic development. 

• Leader Look Fors Tool Vocabulary
• CDE Vocabulary Lesson Template
• PCG Structured Literacy Lesson Plan 

Review

Comprehension 
Both reading and language comprehension 
involve constructing meaning; language 
comprehension focuses on spoken or written 
language, while reading comprehension is 
specific to written text and is the product of 
word recognition and language 
comprehension. Instruction may include a 
teacher read-aloud or student reading of text 
to build content knowledge, vocabulary, 
syntax and the use of strategies to monitor 
understanding. 

• CDE Text Planning Guide for 
Comprehension

• PCG Structured Literacy Lesson Plan 
Review

• Text Types: Decodable, Leveled and 
Authentic

For more information or additional support, please contact your ELSR Regional Senior Literacy Consultant. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17theWKuKCqFxcWPCZUxlm62mJpysKs5UIvTGmCQIRM8/copy?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17theWKuKCqFxcWPCZUxlm62mJpysKs5UIvTGmCQIRM8/copy?usp=sharing
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/orallanguagelookfors
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/orallanguagelookfors
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/vocabularylesson
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/structuredliteracylessonplanreview
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/structuredliteracylessonplanreview
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/textplanning
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/textplanning
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/leaderlookfors
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/leaderlookfors
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/phonicslesson
https://www.cde.state.co.us/node/78267
https://www.cde.state.co.us/node/78267
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/structuredliteracylessonplanreview
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/structuredliteracylessonplanreview
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/leaderlookforsfluencyandvocabulary
https://www.cde.state.co.us/node/78267
https://www.cde.state.co.us/node/78267
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/structuredliteracylessonplanreview
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/structuredliteracylessonplanreview
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/leaderlookforsfluencyandvocabulary
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/vocabularylesson
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/structuredliteracylessonplanreview
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/structuredliteracylessonplanreview
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/textplanning
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/textplanning
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/structuredliteracylessonplanreview
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/structuredliteracylessonplanreview
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/texttypes
https://www.cde.state.co.us/coloradoliteracy/texttypes
https://www.cde.state.co.us/early/elsrregionalsupport
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