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Section 7. Vocabulary and 
Comprehension

Getting Started with Comprehension: 
Narrative Text Routine



Building Background: Why is this important?



Getting Started with Comprehension: Narrative Text Routine

• Once students are successful retelling personal recounts that 
include all text elements, they can begin to make the transfer 
of this skill to retelling narrative stories that they are reading. 

• The teacher will use the Getting Started with Comprehension: 
Narrative Text Routine to guide students through reading 
narrative texts and to guide students in providing a retell of the 
narrative text after the students have finished reading the text.



Getting Started with Comprehension: Narrative Text Routine

Typically students will read the Core reading program texts more than once. 
Each reading of the text should have a different purpose. The following are basic 
guidelines to follow:
• First reading of the text: decoding for accuracy and basic recall 

(i.e., identifying basic story elements and details, such as characters, setting, 
first, next, and end).

• Second reading of the text: deeper use of comprehension strategies. The 
teacher can use other comprehension questions supplied by the core 
reading program (e.g., words to look for in the questions: compare, describe, 
distinguish, explain, justify, evaluate, interpret, identify).

• Third reading of the text: fluency practice.



7.1 
Comprehension: Getting Started with Comprehension –
Narrative Text Routine, Components



Locate the Getting Started with Comprehension: Narrative Text 
Routine in the Appendix at the end of the workbook:

L=261
T=235

Explain

Model

Practice for Students 
Only

Check for 
Understanding

Correcting Student 
Errors



Materials: L=198
T=175

Mini Student-Version of Poster:
• Smaller poster, or, Bookmark

Large version of poster to display:
• Wall poster or electronic version



7.2 
Comprehension: Getting Started with Comprehension –
Narrative Text Routine, Planning Process



Planning Process:

1. Plan Before, During and After Reading Prompts
2. Plan for 100% Student Engagement

L=205
T=182



Process Step #1:
Plan Before, During and After Reading Prompts L=281

T=246

Guide, p. X



Planning example: Before Reading



Planning example: During Reading



Planning example: After Reading



Process Step #2:
Plan for 100% student engagement during the reading

Main Character First? Next?

Pink = Choral (Everyone) Blue = Partner Yellow = Partner

L=206
T=183

The author wrote this story 
to entertain us. Let’s read it 

and identify the different 
parts to help us understand 

the story.

Orange = Teacher Prompts



7.3 
Comprehension: Getting Started with Comprehension –
Narrative Text Routine, Trainer Demonstration



L=261
T=235Trainer Demonstration: 

Getting Started with Comprehension: 
Narrative Text Routine



Pre-Teach Vocabulary Words Before Reading the Story

Day 4 Day 5 Day 1 Day 2 Day 3
Quick 
Introduction of 
all words:

Deep: one word
(organized)

Review Activity

Review of all 
words.

Deep: one word
(wonder)

Review Activity

Review of all 
words.

Deep: one word

Review Activity

Review of all 
words.

Deep: one word

Review Activity

Review of all 
words.

Deep: one word

Review Activity

Check for 
Mastery

Text:
(e.g., Extensions)

Text:
(e.g., Review)

Text:
(e.g., Read Aloud)
The Day It Rained 
Fish

Text:
(e.g., Anthology)

Text:
(e.g., Anthology)



The title and 
this picture 
shows me…

The title and 
this picture 
shows me…

The author wrote this 
story to entertain us. 

Let’s read it and identify 
the different parts to 

help us understand the 
story.

The author is…
The illustrator 

is…

The title is…



The main 
characters in 

the story are…

The story 
takes place…

Let’s read this first part 
and see if we can identify 

the main characters in 
the story and the setting, 

where the story takes 
place.





Let’s read on to find 
out what happens 
first in the story.







The first thing 
that happens 

is…





Let’s read on to find 
out what happens 
next in the story.



The next 
thing that 

happens is…





Let’s read on to find 
out what happens at 
the end of the story.

At the end…







7.4 
Comprehension: Getting Started with Comprehension –
Narrative Text Routine, After Reading Activities



Partner Retell
• Provide each partner group one mini 

version of the Narrative Text Elements 
poster.

• Direct which partner will retell first.

• Rotate (teacher) around the class listening 
and providing feedback.

• Direct the second partner to retell.

• Rotate (teacher) around the class listening 
and providing feedback.






Written Retell:
most scaffolds



Name_______________________________ 
 
The characters are ___________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
 
The story takes place _________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 
 
 
First, _____________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________ 

 
 
Next, _____________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________ 

 
 
At the end, _________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________ 

 
__________________________________________________ 

 

Written Retell:
less scaffolds


Name_______________________________



The characters are ___________________________________



__________________________________________________





The story takes place _________________________________



__________________________________________________





First, _____________________________________________



__________________________________________________



__________________________________________________





Next, _____________________________________________



__________________________________________________



__________________________________________________





At the end, _________________________________________



__________________________________________________



__________________________________________________





Expectations and Inspections (e.g., STAR writing)

• Scoring Rubric Example
– 1 point = correct punctuation
– 1 point = correct capitalization
– 1 point = correct spelling
– 1 point = finger spaces
– 1 point = makes sense

• Inspect what you Expect!
– “I will be looking for…a STAR sentence
– Put a quick dot on the page when the student has met expectations!
– Highlight items on the page for the student to correct!

Guide, p. X



Guide, p. X

• Actively monitor students
• Remind students of 

expectations
• Provide feedback 

(affirmations and 
corrective)



• Walk around and provide feedback to students.
• Carry a highlighter pen.

• When a student has a 4-point response put a quick highlighter dot 
next to their response and publicly celebrate.  “Wow!  James has a 4-
point response.  He has correct capitals, spelling, punctuation and a 
perfect retell.  Nice job, James!”

Actively Monitor and Provide Feedback
Guide, p. X



Actively Monitor and Provide Feedback
Guide, p. X

• When a student needs to make corrections, highlight one or two 
areas for them to fix.

• Provide any support the student needs to be successful.

• Make sure to go back and check once they have made corrections 
and celebrate their corrected work!





“Make sure to only 
capitalize names and 

the first word of a 
sentence.  Check your 

paper!”

“This is one of our sight 
words that is on our 

word wall.  Make sure 
you fix it!”

Guide, p. X



Retell Checklist: Check for Understanding

• Put a copy of this on a clipboard and 
record the student names down the 
left-hand side.

• During partner retell, when rotating 
around the classroom listening and 
providing feedback, take this 
checklist and record data on the 
quality of the student’s retell as you 
are listening.

• Use this data to inform instructional 
adjustments.

L=177
T=253



7.5 
Comprehension: Getting Started with Comprehension –
Narrative Text Routine, Planning and Practice



What “tools” do you use?



Text Selection Tips
1. Begin by choosing a shorter text when first introducing the text 

structure and lesson organization to students.
2. The text might be a Read Aloud, Anthology story, Leveled Reader.
3. You can use the Narrative Text routine with Decodable Text as 

well. 
4. Teach students how to “summarize” a section that is long with 

more information (e.g., the middle of the story might include a lot 
of details – teach students how to say the most important part).

5. Some weeks you might use this routine with more than one text, 
other weeks, you might only use it once. 

Guide, p. X



Go back to your Core reading program planner and look for 
narrative text selections:



Practice Planning: 
Getting Started with Comprehension: 
Narrative Text Routine

1. Select a narrative text from your Core 
program.

2. Quickly read through the text.

3. Plan what Before, During and After Reading 
Activities you will use for that text.



Practice Planning: 
Getting Started with Comprehension:
Narrative Text Routine
4. Flag the characters.

5. Flag the setting (where and when).

6. Divide the text into the beginning, 
middle and end to indicate where 
you will stop to discuss those 
elements.

Example



Practice Planning: 
Getting Started with Comprehension: 
Narrative Text Routine

7. Using orange, pink, blue, and yellow 
sticky notes, plan the flow of the 
lesson with student engagement.

Teacher 
prompt

Unison 
Response

Blue 
Partner

Yellow 
Partner

The title and this picture 
shows me…

The title and this picture 
shows me…

The author wrote this story to 
entertain us. Let’s read it and 

identify the different parts to help 
us understand the story.

The author is…
The illustrator is…

The title is…

Example



Practice Planning: 
Getting Started with Comprehension: 
Narrative Text Routine

7. Using orange, pink, blue, and yellow 
sticky notes, plan the flow of the 
lesson with student engagement.

Teacher 
prompt

Unison 
Response

Blue 
Partner

Yellow 
Partner

Narrative 
Text

Characters 
and Setting

Characters

Setting

First

End

Next
Example



Group Practice: 
Getting Started with Comprehension:
Narrative Text Routine

1. Work in a Group of 5 (one presenting and 
four acting as students).

2. Take turns walking through your story 
delivery (we do not have time for the entire 
lesson).

3. Practice using some of the active student 
engagement strategies that you have 
planned!



7.6 
Comprehension: Getting Started with Comprehension –
Narrative Text Routine, Wrap-Up and Reflection



Getting Started with Comprehension: Narrative Text Routine

• First reading of the text: decoding for accuracy and basic recall 
(i.e., identifying basic story elements and details, such 
as characters, setting, first, next, and end).

• Second reading of the text: deeper use of comprehension 
strategies. The teacher can use other comprehension questions 
supplied by the core reading program (e.g., words to look for in 
the questions: compare, describe, distinguish, explain, justify, 
evaluate, interpret, identify).

• Third reading of the text: fluency practice.



Second Read: Deeper Use of Comprehension Strategies
1. Look in the sidebar of your Teacher’s 

Edition for the Comprehension Strategy 
and Skill support.

2. Select activities.

3. Plan active student engagement.

4. Using sticky notes, plan second read 
activities.

Unison 
Response

Blue 
Partner

Yellow 
Partner



Narrative Text Reflection and Discussion

• How will narrative text instruction look back in your 
classroom?

• How will your grade-level team work together to plan for 
narrative text instruction?

• What other questions do you have?
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