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Section 1. Vocabulary and 
Comprehension

Workshop Overview and Introduction



Prioritized content 
and teaching 

routines designed 
to increase the 

quality of explicit 
instruction

Enhanced 
Core Reading 

Instruction

Core-aligned small 
group instruction 
for at-risk readers

Tier I Tier II

Infrastructure: Supported by MTSS-R teams, Databased Decision-Making 
Teams, Professional Learning Communities and a strong professional 

development and coaching model

Overall ECRI MTSS-R Approach

Screening 
to assign 

students to 
tiers of 
support

Progress monitoring and mastery data 
to differentiate and adjust the level of support
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Components 2 and 3



1.1
Workshop Objectives, Format, and Topics



Enhanced Core Reading Instruction (ECRI)
Workshop Objectives

Participants will be able to:
• identify the essential components of instructional routines 

related to active student engagement strategies, specific-word 
vocabulary instruction, personal recounts, narrative text 
instruction, and information text instruction

• plan a specific-word vocabulary lesson, a narrative text lesson, 
and an information text lesson



What does your current vocabulary and comprehension instruction 
look like in your 90-minute reading block? Think about:
• Whole Group:
• Small Group:
• Time Spent:
• Content:



Agenda
1. Workshop Overview and Introduction
2. Vocabulary and Comprehension Introduction
3. Active Student Engagement (Unison Choral Response and Partner 

Response Routines)
4. Vocabulary: Specific Word Instruction Routine
5. Comprehension Introduction
6. Comprehension: Personal Recount Routine
7. Getting Started with Comprehension: Narrative Text Routine
8. Getting Started with Comprehension: Information Text Routine
9. Final Reflection, Discussion and Review

Guide, p. X



• Learn 6 ECRI Routines; for each:
– Building background: Why is this important?
– Routine components
– Trainer demonstration of the routine
– Partner practice (with feedback)
– How ECRI is integrated into the Core reading program 

Guide, p. X

Agenda



1.2
Introduction to ECRI Materials



ECRI Workbooks (i.e., Teacher Manual)

L=1
T=1
I=1

Presentation slides will 
reference page numbers in the 
ECRI Workbooks where 
corresponding  information can 
be referenced.
L = Leadership Guide
T = Teacher Workbook
I = Interventionist Workbook



Additional Workshop Materials (Handouts)



Look at one week of your Core program and flag all 
vocabulary and comprehension activities:

Discuss with your 
grade-level team:
• Different types 

of vocabulary 
words

• Different texts 
used for 
comprehension

• Comprehension 
skills and 
strategies

• Weekly format 
for suggested 
delivery



TM

Section 2. Vocabulary and 
Comprehension

Vocabulary and Comprehension 
Introduction



Successful literacy instruction and interventions, especially for at-
risk students and those with reading disabilities, provide a strong 
core of highly explicit, systematic teaching of foundational skills 

such as decoding and spelling, as well as explicit teaching of 
other important components of literacy such as vocabulary, 

comprehension, and writing.

(Fletcher et al., 2018; Gersten et al., 2008; Graham et al., 2012; Torgesen, 2004). 
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