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End of Year Reporting Guidelines



Today’s Outcome

Ensure that the DRA2 data that the 
state collects are consistent across 
districts and students



Overview of DRA2

What is the DRA2
Appropriate uses
Inappropriate uses
Administration and interpretation
Scoring and Reporting
End of Year Data Collection



What is the DRA2?
The Developmental Reading Assessment, 

Second Edition (DRA2) is a set of 
individually administered, criterion-
referenced reading assessments.  The 
DRA2 was designed to help educators 
determine each student’s independent 
reading level, identify instructional needs, 
and monitor student progress.  The DRA2 
includes Benchmark Assessment Books 
Leveled A-40.  Reading behaviors including 
reading engagement, fluency and 
comprehension are measured.





Appropriate Uses of DRA2
The DRA2 helps educators identify each student’s reading 

ability and level, document progress, and tailor teaching to 
drive effective reading instruction. Use the tools in DRA2 to 
assess accuracy, fluency, and comprehension. This quick 
and accurate assessment will:
Build students’ reading skills and confidence by identifying 
their independent reading levels and helping teachers 
match students with appropriate text. 
Deliver immediate analysis and instructional suggestions to 
group students appropriately and better address their 
needs. 
Target critical points of intervention and compare student 
progress against benchmark expectations with easy-to-use 
data analysis. 
Disaggregate DRA2 data in order to meet accountability 
requirements of NCLB. 

www.pearsonlearning.com



Inappropriate Uses of DRA2

DRA2 is Not:
An Exhaustive Assessment
For Tracking
For Labeling 
For Grading
For Retention Decisions

The DRA2 is not intended to be used 
independent of guided reading 
instruction



Administration and Interpretation

Comprehensive Training Is Required

DRA2 is published by the 
Pearson Learning Group

DRA2 Website

http://www.pearsonlearning.com/index.cfm?a=37



Administration and Interpretation

Plan and Schedule Data 
Collection
Organize Resources
Collect Data
Record Data
Use Data for Decision Making



Administration and Interpretation

Materials
Teacher Guide
Benchmark Assessment Books
Student Assessment Folders
Assessment Procedures Overview
DRA2 Clipboard
Training DVD



Administration and Interpretation

Logistics
Assessors trained
Schedule finalized
Location arranged
Materials prepared



Tips for Consistent Administration

Follow the assessment procedures
Use the teacher observation guide
Start with the lowest reading level 
students and work your way up
Complete the continuum page
Complete the focus on instruction 
page
Conduct a calibration meeting to 
improve inter-rater reliability



Questions to ask yourself following 
administration:

Have you learned anything new about 
this student while administering this 
assessment?
Have you done all of the teaching 
that you mean to do at this step? 



DRA2 Subtests

All recommended subtests should be 
administered and used for 
instructional purposes.

Benchmarks:
End of Kindergarten – Level 3
End of First Grade – Level 16
End of Second Grade – Level 28
End of Third Grade – Level 38



Levels A, 1, 2, 3

End-of-Year Subtests to be Administered: 
Reading Engagement
Oral Reading
Print Language Concepts

End-of-Year Score to be Collected: 
Level = Highest level at which the student 
scores Independent on both Oral Reading and 
Print Language Concepts subtests, not to exceed 
one level above the grade level benchmark

Note: The reading engagement subtest should be administered 
and used for instructional purposes, not for determining 
the level for EOY reporting.





Levels 4 - 40
End-of-Year Subtests to be Administered: 

Reading Engagement
Oral Reading Fluency
Comprehension

End-of-Year Score to be Collected: 
Level = Highest level at which the student 
scores Independent on both Oral Reading 
Fluency and Comprehension subtests, not to 
exceed one level above the grade level 
benchmark

Note: For instructional purposes prior to the end of the year, the 
author recommends comprehension score be in the 
“instructional” level for determining levels 28 and above.









Conclusion

“The number-one goal of any reading 
program should be to help students 

become proficient, enthusiastic 
readers who read for a variety of 

purposes.”
Beaver, 2006


