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Frequently Asked Questions
The Colorado Basic Literacy Act and Related Fields in the Student End of Year
1. What are the CBLA reporting fields in the Student End of Year collection?
There are currently four fields that relate to the Colorado Basic Literacy Act (CBLA).  

One that allows you to report the students overall literacy status…

	CBLA Status:


	This is where you report the reading/literacy status for students in grades K – 3 as well as students in higher grades who are part of the district’s ILP 3rd Grade Cohort.  Literacy status basically means whether or not the student was served by an Individual Literacy Plan (ILP) at any point during the school year in your district.



… and three that allow you to report literacy testing information from the recently completed school year for Kindergarten through 3rd Grade students 

	CBLA Test:       
	Indicates which of the three state-approved CBLA assessment tools was administered by the district/school or whether the student was exempt from CBLA testing due to grade level, English Language Learner status, disability, or late entry to the district.

	
	

	CBLA Score:     
	The student’s three-digit score from the CBLA test.

	
	

	CBLA –       Allowable Testing Accommodations
	A “yes or no” field used to indicate whether an allowable accommodation was provided to the student during CBLA testing.


2. How are the four CBLA fields tied together?
Many respondents mistakenly assume that a student’s CBLA Test score dictates how his or her CBLA Status must be reported.  This is not true.  When making the decision to place a student on an ILP or remove a student from an ILP, teachers and district staff are expected to compile and consult a “body of evidence” regarding the student’s literacy skills and not base this decision on the results of a single test such as DIBELS, PALS, DRA-2 or even the reading section of the CSAP exam.  For this reason, there are no EOY edits that force a relationship between a student’s reported CBLA Status and the reported CBLA Score.
3. What are the coding options for each of these CBLA fields?
CBLA Status – Colorado Basic Literacy Act status 

	0
	Not Required 

CBLA Status is optional for (i.e. can be zero-filled for): 

· Pre-Kindergarteners

· 12th graders

· K – 3 students entering after May 1

· 4th – 11th grade students not in the 3rd grade ILP cohort 

	1
	Student performing at or above grade level in reading or  kindergarteners in Reading Readiness Skills

	2
	Student is on an ILP, or ILP literacy goals are included in IEP

	3
	3rd grade student took CSAP-A or K-2 student eligible to take CSAP-A (only required for 3rd grade students)


CBLA Test – The district-selected CBLA assessment. Required for students in grades K-3 who complete the school year in the district.

	00
	Not Applicable due to student’s grade level or because student exited the district before the end of the school year.  Students in pre-kindergarten and in grades 4-12 are not tested under CBLA.

	01
	DRA2

	02
	DIBELS

	03
	PALS

	04
	Exception: English Language Learner (designated Non- or Limited English Proficient and less than 1 year in the U.S.)

	05
	Exception: Special Education (severe disability that prevents testing even with an accommodation)

	06
	Exception: Entered the district after May 1 of the reported school year

	07
	Exception: Student has part-time attendance status


CBLA Score – The K-3 student’s three digit score on the end of year CBLA assessment 

   Test

          Score Range

00  Not Applicable

01  DRA2


000 – 040 (or AAA or 999 if test-eligible student was not tested)
02  DIBELS

000 – 299 (or 999 if test-eligible student was not tested)
03  PALS


000 – 102 (or 999 if test-eligible student was not tested)
CBLA – Allowable Testing Accommodations – Whether an allowable accommodation was provided to the student during CBLA testing

	0
	 No

	1
	 Yes


4. Which students must have information reported in the CBLA fields?
The answer to this question varies slightly for the CBLA Status field versus the three CBLA testing fields (CBLA Test, CBLA Score, and CBLA Accommodations).

For the CBLA Status Field:

This field must be populated (i.e. cannot equal 0) for all students in Kindergarten through grade 3.  The only exception is students who entered late in the year – after May 1st.  Even if a K-3 student exited your district before the end of the school year, entered late in the year, or attended for a short period of time, you must populate this field.  A rule of thumb for coding these students is: If the student was not in attendance long enough to be tested for literacy and/or the literacy experts in your school or district have not formally designated the student as being on an ILP or IEP, it is probably safe to code the student with CBLA Status = 1 - performing at or above grade level in reading (and not on an ILP).
The other group of students which must have the CBLA Status field populated are those in grades 4-11 who are still designated as part of the ILP 3rd Grade Reading Cohort.  These are students who progressed from 3rd grade to 4th grade at some point in the past but were not reading at grade level when they were promoted to 4th grade.  Under the CBLA legislation, the CBLA Status for the students in this ILP 3rd Grade Reading Cohort must be reported every year until the student is determined to be performing at or above grade level in reading and removed from an ILP.

For the three CBLA Testing Fields:

The Colorado Basic Literacy Act requires that students in Kindergarten through third grade be tested for literacy skills each year - with some exceptions (see questions 7, 8 and 9 below).  We have structured the edits for the CBLA testing fields (CBLA Test, CBLA Score, and CBLA Accommodations) so that only those K-3 students who finish the school year (i.e. those with exit code 00) must have literacy testing information reported.  
Note that ONLY students in grades K-3 can have these CBLA Testing Fields populated.  Students in prekindergarten or in grades 4-12 cannot have anything but zeros reported in these three fields – even if they took a literacy test.

Students who exit before the end of the school year who do have testing information available (CBLA Test and CBLA Score) can have this information reported on the Student End of Year collection.  Students who exit before the end of the school year and do not have literacy testing information should have all three of the new CBLA fields zero-filled.
5. Are all schools in our district required to administer and report the same literacy assessment tool?
Beginning in the 2008-2009 collection year, all schools in each district are required to administer the single literacy test selected by the district – this includes charter schools and alternative schools.  Schools that need to be exempted from this requirement can obtain an exemption request form from Dian Prestwich in CDE’s Literacy Grants & Initiatives Unit at Prestwich_d@cde.state.co.us  or (303) 866-6150.  The exemption request must be approved by the Literacy Grants & Initiatives unit before students that took a different literacy test at the exempted school can pass EOY edits. These exemptions, if granted, are only valid for the current reporting year and will need to be resubmitted and reapproved each year in which the school administers a test other than the literacy test selected by the district.
6. We have a school in our district that does not use one of the three state-approved literacy assessment tests.  How should the students who attended that school be reported?
Schools which administered a literacy assessment other than DRA2, DIBELS, or PALS in will need to fill out an exemption request form and submit it to CDE’s Literacy Grants & Initiatives Unit (contact Dian Prestwich at prestwich_d@cde.state.co.us ) .  Students from exempted schools must have all three of the new CBLA fields zero-filled.
Example:  Assume your district has selected the DIBLES literacy assessment test, but one elementary school in the district administered the STAR Early Literacy test to its K-3 students.  An official from the elementary school or from the district must complete and submit an exemption request form to CDE’s Literacy Grants & Initiatives unit.  Once this exemption is approved, the K-3 students at that school would need to have the following coding in the new CBLA fields for the 07-08 End of Year report.  
CBLA Test:  00 
CBLA Score:   000 

CBLA Accommodations:  0 

6. How should I report a K – 3 student who was not exempt from testing but was not given a literacy test?

In some cases, a K-3 student is not administered a literacy test even if she or he should have been tested under CBLA rules and did not attend a school that was exempted from literacy testing.
Example:  Assume your district has selected the DIBLES literacy assessment test.  A second grader (who would not have been exempt from testing for any reason) was not tested during the 2008-2009 school year.  This second grade student would need to have the following coding in the new CBLA fields for the 08-09 End of Year report:

CBLA Test:  02  (DIBLES – the district’s selected literacy test) 
CBLA Score:  999 (this code indicates the student was not tested and did not receive a score) 
CBLA Accommodations:  0 

Note that you do not need to request an exemption in order to apply the 999 coding in the CBLA Score field.  We will, however, apply a summary edit that prohibits more than 20% of the K-3 students who finish the year at a given school from being coded with CBLA Score = 999.
7.          What if a student entered our district late in the school year – after the literacy testing had already been completed?
Students with an entry date after May 1st are exempted from CBLA testing and reporting requirements.  These students should be reported with a code of “06” in the CBLA test field (“Exempt: entered district after May 1 of reported school year”).  The CBLA Score and CBLA – Allowable Testing Accommodations fields must be zero-filled for exempted students.
8. Under what circumstances would an English Language Learner be exempted from taking a literacy assessment?

A K-3 student designated Non-English Proficient or Limited English Proficient can be exempted from CBLA testing under certain circumstances.  The intent is for this exemption code to apply only to English Language Learners who are new to the Colorado public school system.  The specific edits that enforce this are:
“Language Proficiency” must = 1 or 2 (Non-English Proficient or Limited English Proficient) if “CBLA Test” = 04 (Exempt - New English Language Learner).  
and

“CBLA Test” cannot equal 04 (Exempt - New English Language Learner) in the current year if the student had a detail record in the prior collection year with entry date before May 1.  
9. Under what circumstances would a Special Education student be exempt from taking the literacy assessment?
Under the Colorado Basic Literacy Act, all students in grades K – 3 are required to be tested for literacy proficiency - no exceptions are made in the statute for disability or special education status.  However, CDE recognizes that a small group of students in the state may have a severe disability or multiple disabilities that prohibit effective literacy testing – even if testing accommodations are provided.  For these students, CBLA Test code 05 should be used.
Example of Coding:

CBLA Test:  05  (Exempt – Special Education) 
CBLA Score:   000  
CBLA Accommodations:  0 

To prohibit “overuse” of this exception code, the CDE Exceptional Student Leadership office will receive a report outlining the number and percent of K-3 students in each district who were assigned a CBLA Test code of 05 once the EOY collection is complete.  Districts that exceed a certain percentage of students may be contacted by a member of the ESL office to determine whether some of the excepted students could be eligible for literacy testing with accommodations in future years.
10. Do I need to report data in the new CBLA fields for students in grades 4 and up if they are part of the ILP 3rd grade cohort group?
No.  The three CBLA Testing fields (“CBLA Test”,” CBLA Score”, and “CBLA – Accommodations”) are only populated for students in Kindergarten through grade 3, and should be zero-filled for students in other grades – regardless of ILP status.
As in previous EOY collections, the “CBLA Status” field must be reported (i.e. cannot = 0) for all students who are part of the ILP 3rd Grade Cohort – regardless of their current grade level.  CDE encourages (but does not require) reporting of literacy status for all students in grade 4 and above.
