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Participant sign in link: https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/2deb00e82c8f437fa6b6085768c2c93d
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Common Communication Issues
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Executive Functioning

Expressive Language

Receptive Language

Social Communication

Motor Speech

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Covered in today’s presentation:
Executive Functioning Skills including:
Memory
Organization and Planning
Attention
Language Skills including:
Language Processing 
Receptive Language
Expressive Language
Social Communication
Motor Speech Skills including:
Apraxia (Trouble programming the muscles to produce speech)
Dysarthria (Slurred speech from weak muscles, lack of strength/coordination in muscles that control speech)



Other Communication Issues

Aphasia - Difficulty understanding and producing correct 
speech, challenges with wordfinding
Literacy Skills
Written Communication
Cognitive Function – beyond executive functioning, this can 
include orientation, spatial awareness, problem-solving, and 
reasoning
Feeding/Swallowing
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Not covered in today’s presentation



Family Communication

Family can play a vital role in the success of a 

student with a brain injury.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Keep parents and caregivers in the loop
Maintain open lines of communication so parents know how they can help and reinforce speech therapy at home. 
Update parents of progress
Be aware parents may be stressed by the extent of their child’s medical challenges and needs following a TBI, or, in contrast, be unaware of the impacts the mTBI can have on the child’s needs
Be sensitive to family’s emotions




Treatment Approaches

7

Restorative Compensatory

Habilitative Consultative 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Speech therapists help patients who have suffered a TBI develop compensatory strategies to focus on and maximize the students remaining skills, as well as, find ways to compensate for lost skills.  Consider the use of diverse approaches. 

Restorative Approach – mostly in hospitals
-retraining to improve lost function

Compensatory Approach – mostly in schools
-learning new ways of doing things to adapt to deficits from the TBI

Habilitative Approach – mostly in schools
-helps children learn, keep, or improve skills and functional abilities following their injury 

4. Consultative: not every student with a concussion will end up on an IEP, but SLPs can still consult with teams to help monitor recovery and provide information for compensatory strategies and rehabilitation



Consultation and Monitoring
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PREVENTION SCREENING ADVOCACY MONITORING EVALUATION

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Prevention: educating adults working with at-risk students
Screening: speech, language, cognitive-communication, feed/swallowing, motor speech, etc.
Advocacy: working with adults and families to provide integrated, inclusive supports for students
Monitoring: helping the CM team provide ongoing progress monitoring to assess recovery and additional needs
Evaluation: participate in a comprehensive special education evaluation if student demonstrates significant impairments, delayed recovery, adverse effect to educational access, need for specially designed instruction




Compensatory Strategies 

1. Visuals and movement
2. Processing time
3. Cognitive breaks
4. Supports for disinhibition/impulsivity
5. Transition supports
6. Organizational tools: planners, timers, etcs
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
https://www.efpractice.com/copy-of-articles-about-executive-func

http://www.cognitiveconnectionstherapy.com/



Habilitative Strategies 

1. If……Then 
2. Stop and Read the Room
3. Get Ready…Do….Done
4. Managing Time Robbers

Cognitive Connections Therapy Website
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https://www.efpractice.com/copy-of-articles-about-executive-func

http://www.cognitiveconnectionstherapy.com/



Scale it up for Secondary

1. If……Then becomes “cause and effect”
2. STOP and Read the Room becomes “situational 

awareness”
3. Get Ready…Do….Done becomes planners and 

checklists
4. Managing Time Robbers becomes alarms and 

timers
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Questions?
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