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COUNTING OUR KIDS SO THAT EVERYONE COUNTS!  
 

By Tanni Anthony 
 

Each year the CO Services for Children and Youth with Combined Vision and Hearing 
Loss completes an annual census of all learners, ages birth though 21 years who have both 
a vision and a hearing loss.  The identification of a combined loss is important for educa-
tional and support services to the child. his or her family, and service providers.   
 

Vision and hearing are key gateways to acquiring information about the world, forming relationships, under-
standing and expressing communication, moving safely and efficiently from one place to another, becoming 
literate, and participating in the every day activities of our families, friends, peers, and community members.  
When we know there is any type of comprise to vision and hearing, we have the opportunity to design the best 
possible interventions for learning, moving, and communicating.  Personnel who are trained in sensory dis-
abilities may not be invited to the planning table, without proper identification.  Families may miss out on 
learning opportunities from other families or system of support.  The most important people surrounding the 
child in his or her home, school, and community may not understand how best to communicate and support the 
child.   
 
Identification should always lead to a better understanding of how to work together on behalf of the child.  We 
want every child to achieve to his or her fullest potential by building a program that is designed to the in-
dividual needs of the learner.  We need to be vigilant in our identification efforts so that every 
child counts.   
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Modified Winter 2009-10 Edition: Identification of Deafblindness 

 
 

This is an edited version of the original newsletter.  Only the section specific to the identification of 
deafblindness  has been retained from the original content of the newsletter.  If any content is taken 
from this edition, please credit the original source. 

The Colorado Services for Children with Combined Vision and Hearing Loss Project is part of 
the Colorado Department of Education. This project is supported by Grant #H326C030022 
from the U.S. Department of Education.  This newsletter was produced and distributed 
pursuant to the grant.  Points of view do not necessarily represent CDE positions or policies.  
Mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations does not imply endorsement by 
the U.S. Government. The newsletter is published three times a year.  Requests to be placed 
on the mailing list should be mailed to Gina Quintana, CDE, ESLU, 1560 Broadway, Suite 1175, 
Denver, CO  80202.   This newsletter was prepared by Gina Quintana, Tanni Anthony, and Anna 
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If you suspect a child has a vision, hearing or speech/language problem, con-
tact the Child Find Program at your local school district. 

 
Prepared by the Colorado Services for Children with Combined Vision and Hearing Loss 2000 

WHAT DOES YOUR CHILD SEE? 

RISK FACTORS FOR VISION LOSS 
 

� Family member concerned about child’s vision. 
� Baby was exposed to alcohol or drugs before birth. 
� Baby was premature and given oxygen in the hospital. 
� Baby had birth weight of less than 3.3 pounds. 
� Child had meningitis or encephalitis. 
� Mother had infection (toxoplasmosis, rubella, cytomegalovirus (CMV), syphi-

lis, herpes) during pregnancy. 
� Family history of vision loss (congenital cataracts, retinitis pigmentosa). 
� Child has neurological problems, such as seizures. 
� Child has other medical concerns (hearing loss, cerebral palsy). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TYPICAL VISION DEVELOPMENT 

0–1 month Looks at mother’s or caregiver’s face. Responds to lights. 

2-4 months 
Begins to smile at others. Follows a moving person with his/her eyes. Fasci-
nated by lights and bright colors. Begins to look at own hands. 

5-8 months 
Watches things happening across the room. Reaches for nearby toys. Looks at 
small objects, such as raisins or small cereal. 

9-12 months 
Reacts to facial expressions of others (smiles, frowns, funny faces, etc.). 
Looks for fallen toys, even around corners. Is interested in picking up tiny ob-
jects, such as lint on carpet. 

12-18 months 
1-1½ years 

Marks and scribbles with a crayon. Interested in picture books. Can reach in 
and pull out objects easily. Builds a short tower with blocks. 

18-36 months 
1½ -3 years 

Sees detail in familiar pictures. Copies a circle with a pencil or crayon. Looks 
for familiar things in the distance. Can imitate movements of others. Matches 
objects to pictures. 
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WHAT DOES YOUR CHILD HEAR? 

 
Prepared by the Colorado Services for Children with Combined Vision and Hearing Loss 2000 

RISK FACTORS FOR HEARING LOSS 
 

� Family member concerned about child’s hearing, speech, language and/or de-
velopment delay. 

� Baby was in nursery intensive care unit for 3 days or more, or was given oxy-
gen for 10 days or more. 

� Baby has unusual ear, head or neck formation (cleft lip or palate, 
Down syndrome). 

� Baby had birth weight of less than 3.3 pounds. 
� Baby had severe jaundice and an exchange blood transfusion was 

recommended. 
� Mother had infection (toxoplasmosis, rubella, cytomegalovirus (CMV), syphi-

lis, herpes) during pregnancy. 
� Child has had an injury or trauma to the head. 
� Child had childhood infectious disease, such as meningitis or chicken pox. 
� Family history of hearing loss. 

 

TYPICAL LISTENING, SPEECH AND 
LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT 

0–4 month Startles to loud sounds. Quiets to the sound of a familiar voice. 

4-6 months 
Turns toward or looks for a familiar or new sound. Likes rattles and objects 
that make sound. 

6-12 months 
Turns or looks up when called by name. Imitates sounds and pitches. Under-
stands the meaning of simple words and phrases, such as “no” and bye bye.” 
Uses voice to get attention. 

12-18 months 
Uses 4-5 words by 18 months. Points to at least one body part when asked. Un-
derstands one-step instructions, such as “Get me your diaper,” or “Close the 
door.” 

18-24 months 
1½-2 years 

Uses 10-15 words and puts 2 words together by age 2 years. Likes music. 
Points to familiar objects when you name them. 

24-36 months 
2 -3 years 

Uses 200 words by age 3 years. Listens to radio or TV at the same loudness as 
other people. Hears when called from another room. Uses 2-3 word sentences. 
Strangers can understand most of your child’s speech. 
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