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4.18 Social Studies (Grades 7-12)  
 
To be endorsed in social studies, an applicant shall hold an earned bachelor's or higher degree from an 
accepted institution of higher education; have completed an approved teacher preparation program 
including prescribed field experience and student teaching requirements; have completed an approved 
program in social studies; be knowledgeable about and able to instruct students in the Colorado 
Academic Standards in social studies; and have demonstrated the competencies specified below:  
 
4.18(1)  The social studies educator is knowledgeable about social studies including history, geography, 

political science and economics, and is able to effectively instruct students about:  
 

4.18(1)(a)  history including, but not limited to, Colorado, the United States and world 
history.  

 
4.18(1)(b)  geography including, but not limited to, cultural and physical geography, human 

geography and globalization.  
 

4.18(1)(c)  political science including, but not limited to, that of the United States and 
comparative state, local and other national governments. 

 
4.18(1)(d)  economics including, but not limited to, that of comparative economic theories, 

applications and institutions, past and present; micro-, macro-and global economics; and 
personal financial literacy.  

 
4.18(1)(e) the behavioral and social sciences including, but not limited to, psychology, 

sociology, anthropology and concepts related and integral to the historical and current 
organization of culture and society.  

 
4.18(2)  The social studies educator is knowledgeable about and is able to:  
 

4.18(2)(a)  effectively demonstrate and instruct students about civil discourse in the 
classroom, including the utilization of oral and written communication and presentation.  

 
4.18(2)(b)  effectively analyze social and historical events from multiple perspectives for 

students and articulate an appropriate analytical approach with clarity and balance and 
without bias.  

 
4.18(2)(c)  effectively integrate discussion of and address with students grade level/age- 

appropriate current events and issues, including controversial issues, with clarity and 
balance and without bias.  

 
4.18(2)(d)  effectively instruct students about the use of primary and secondary source 

documents acquired through appropriate use of technology and other relevant means as 
part of informed research, and in the acquisition and enhancement of knowledge and 
skills.  

 
4.18(2)(e)  effectively teach students the skills of data analysis and interpretation.  

 
4.18(2)(f)  promote to students appropriate, relevant, positive and productive community 

service and experiences.  
 

4.18(2)(g)  provide students with identifiable connections between the various social science 
disciplines and other disciplines.  
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4.18(2)(h)  implement informal and formal assessment tools relevant and appropriate to the 
social studies classroom, and apply assessment data to planning for student instruction.  

 
4.18(2)(i) effectively demonstrate and instruct students about elements of social studies 
applications including, but not limited to, inquiry, an openness to new ideas, skepticism, 
analysis, problem-solving, decision-making and active citizenship, and provide 
opportunities for students to utilize these skills.  

 
4.18(2)(j)  integrate into instruction and provide opportunities for students to develop the 

skills of collaboration, critical-thinking and reasoning, information literacy, self-direction 
and invention.  

 
4.18(3)  The social studies educator shall self-assess the effectiveness of instruction based on the 

achievement of students and pursue continuous professional development through appropriate 
activities, coursework and participation in relevant professional organizations.  


