TR-41-04D
TO:

Transportation Directors, Outside Site Supervisors

FROM:
Bruce D. Little, Senior Transportation Consultant, (303) 866-6655

Shelly Galloway, Transportation Consultant, (303) 866-6656

SUBJECT:
Preventative Maintenance Program Clarification

DATE:
December 17, 2004
The Rules for the Annual Inspection and Preventative Maintenance of School Transportation Vehicles, 1 CCR 301-29, 2251-R-13.00, Preventative Maintenance Program Minimum Criteria.
“The district shall ensure that preventative maintenance is performed and documented on all school transportation vehicles.  The preventative maintenance inspection shall include, as a minimum, check the brake adjustment.  On air brake system, the applied pressure method shall be used.  The inspection interval program shall not exceed 4,000 miles.”
If a district has a preventative maintenance program in place to comply with the above regulation, and a school transportation vehicle exceeds the 4,000 mile interval, the vehicle is not necessarily put out of service.  Situations may arise that would force a vehicle to go beyond the 4,000 miles before it was able to be in the shop for the preventative maintenance inspection.  It is acceptable to go over the 4,000 mile interval in this situation, but the additional mileage must not exceed 500 miles.
The key is that the preventative maintenance inspection program is scheduled at 4,000 miles or less.
It is strongly recommended that adjustments and repairs to the brake system of any school transportation vehicle be done by a service technician who is brake qualified under US DOT standards.

Other interpretations and clarifications of the CDE transportation rules and regulations may be found on our web-site at: 
www.cde.state.co.us/cdenutritran/transregulations.htm
This letter should be placed in Section D of the Colorado School Transportation Administrator’s Reference Manual.  Please mark off TR-41-04D on the Check List page at the front of the manual.
