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WHAT IS THE SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM (SFSP)?

The Summer Food Service Program began in 1968.  The Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) is good, nutritious food that’s “in” when school is “out”.  Its purpose is to ensure that children in low-income areas could continue to receive nutritious meals during long school vacations, when they do not have access to school lunch or breakfast.

HOW DOES THE SFSP WORK?

The Summer Food Service Program is administered at the Federal level by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Food and Nutrition Services.  The Colorado Department of Education’s Nutrition Unit approves sponsor applications, conducts training of sponsors, monitors SFSP operations, and processes program payments.

WHO CAN SPONSOR A SFSP?

Sponsors must be organizations that are fully capable of managing a food service program.  To be a sponsor, you must follow regulations and be responsible, financially and administratively, for running your program.
Which types of organizations are eligible to sponsor SFSP?


Public or private nonprofit schools


Units of local, municipal, county, tribal, or state government


Private nonprofit organizations


Public or private nonprofit camps


Public or private universities or colleges


Community and faith based organizations

Sponsors of sites, which are not camps, must serve either;

1. A site in an area in which at least 50% of the children, who live in that defined area are eligible for free or reduced-price meals in the National School Lunch or School Breakfast programs.

2. A site which enrolls children, at least 50% of whom meet the SFSP’s Income Eligibility Standards.

At non-camp sites, reimbursement may be claimed for all meals served that meet SFSP guidelines.  Sponsors offering the SFSP at camp sites may claim reimbursement only for the program meals served to enrolled children who meet the SFSP’s Income Eligibility Standards.

WHO CAN PARTICIPATE?

All children 18 years of age and under who come to an approved open site or to an eligible enrolled site may receive meals.

At camps, only the children eligible for free and reduced-price meals are reimbursed.

Individuals over 18 who are enrolled in school programs for persons with disabilities may also receive meals.

WHAT IS A SITE?

A site is the physical location, approved by the state agency, where you serve SFSP during a supervised time period.  The five types of sites are:
	YOUR SITE IS:
	IF:
	BASED ON:

	OPEN
	At least 50% of children in the area are eligible for free and reduced price school meals
	Area eligibility data from the local school or census block group

	ENROLLED
	At least 50% of the children enrolled in the program are eligible for free and reduced price school meals
	Income eligibility statements describing the family’s size and income

	CAMP
	It offers a regularly scheduled food service as part of a residential or day camp program
	An individual child’s eligibility for free and reduced price meals

	MIGRANT
	It primarily serves children of migrant workers
	Appropriate certification from a migrant organization

	NYSP
	It is a college or university participating in the National Youth Sports Program
	A child’s enrollment in NYSP


MEAL SERVICE REQUIREMENTS

Sponsors purchase or prepare meals and serve them to the children at the site(s).  Sponsors may claim reimbursement only for meal types they are approved to serve.  Non-camp sites can serve either 1 or 2 meals each day.  Sites which are camps, or which primarily serve children of migrant families, may serve up to 3 meals per day (any combination of breakfast, lunch, supper, or snack).

HOW ARE SPONSORS REIMBURSED FOR THE MEALS SERVED?
Forms documenting how many meals were served for the month must be submitted to the State agency.  The sponsor will be reimbursed at meals times rate of reimbursement.

HOW DO ORGANIZATIONS APPLY TO BE A SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAM SPONSOR?

If you think you may meet the qualifications;


Complete a PROSPECTIVE SFSP SPONSOR INFORMATION FORM


OR


Contact Connie Harlow, Senior Consultant, CDE Nutrition Unit, @ (303) 866-6650

In accordance with federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age or disability.  
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave. S.W., Washington D.C.  20250-9410, or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TTY). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
