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2009 Equipment Assistance Grants for School Food Authorities
Public Law 111-5, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), provides a one-time appropriation for equipment assistance to school food authorities (SFAs) participating in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP). 

The primary effect of the NSLP equipment assistance grants authorized by the ARRA will be to improve the infrastructure in the NSLP, it is important to note that the authority for the grants was provided in the context of the overall effort to stimulate activity within the American economy.  Therefore the awards will be made prior to the end of the school year and SFAs are asked to fully expend their NSLP equipment assistance grants within three (3) months of the award.  
Funding

The funding will be distributed via a competitive process.  Funds received through this grant cannot be co-mingled with other program funds and must be tracked and reported separately.

SFA Application
Each SFA participating in the NSLP is eligible to submit an application to receive a NSLP equipment assistance grant. Priority will be given to schools in which not less than 50 percent of the students are eligible for free or reduced price meals.   SFAs will be required to follow all Federal, State and Local procurement laws when purchasing equipment under this grant.

Equipment Definition
Equipment requests may include new equipment, renovation of equipment, or replacement of equipment.  USDA regulations at 7 CFR 3016.3 and Office of Management and Budget Circular A-87 define equipment for the purpose of NSLP equipment assistance grants as articles of nonexpendable, tangible personal property with a useful life of more than one year and a per unit acquisition cost of $5,000 (or such lesser amount as the SFA uses when reporting equipment as assets in its financial statements).  If the sponsor’s capitalization threshold is $2,000, you may apply for a piece of equipment that costs at least $2,000.  In this case, a copy of the sponsor’s equipment capitalization policy must be submitted with the grant application.  Consult your business official to obtain a copy of this policy.
As with all Federal grant funds, equipment procured using NSLP equipment assistance grant funds must be reasonable and allocable in order to be reasonable and permissible costs.  Generally, then, using NSLP equipment assistance grant funds to purchase a walk-in freezer for school food service use would be an allowable costs; whereas renovation of the food service area would fall under the category of construction costs which must be borne by the school district’s general fund.

Focus Areas of Grant
To make the most effective use of the NSLP equipment assistance grant funds, the district must choose one of these focus areas and justify the need in one or more of the following areas:

Focus 1:
Equipment that lends itself to improving the quality of school foodservice meals that meet the dietary guidelines, (e.g., purchasing an equipment alternative to a deep fryer),

Focus 2:
Equipment that improves the safety of food served in the school meal programs. (e.g., cold/hot holding equipment, dish washing equipment, refrigeration, milk coolers, freezers, blast chiller, etc.),

Focus 3:
Equipment that improves the overall energy efficiency of the school foodservice operations (e.g., purchase of an energy-efficient walk in freezer replacing an outdated, energy-demanding freezer),

Focus 4:
Equipment that allows SFAs to support expanded participation in a school meal program.  (e.g., equipment for serving meals in a non-traditional setting or to better utilize cafeteria space)

Selection Criterion
Applications will be scored based on the following criterion:
· Equipment request meets at least one of the four focus areas.

· The application clearly and concisely explains why the SFA needs the equipment and why the equipment is appropriate for the site.

· The application reflects consideration for all costs associated with purchase and installation, and provides a timeline for the funds to be expended within three months.

· Significant weight will be given to schools with 50% or more of the students are eligible for free or reduced price meals.  

· Received by due date.
· Complete application (including bid specifications).

Timeline
· The equipment assistance grant application is available now online.

· Applications must be received no later than Monday, May 18, 2009.
· Grant awards will be announced no later than Monday, June 8, 2009.
· Grant recipients will be required to submit a project status report no later than three (3) months of the award.

Reporting Requirements
SFAs who receive ARRA funds through the competitive grants will be required to report these funds separately, as well as maintain detailed records of all expenditures.
Resources
The National Food Service Management Institute (NFSMI) has recently developed a resource for SFAs entitled “Equipment Purchasing and Facility Design for School Nutrition Programs,” which includes information on decision making for purchase of school foodservice equipment.  This resource is available on NFSMI’s website at http://nfsmi.org/.

Contact Information

If you have questions please contact Lynn Warner or Herminia Vigil at (303) 866-6661.
2009 Equipment Assistance Grants Application

Colorado Department of Education - Nutrition Unit

Completed application must be received by Monday, May 18, 2009.

Complete one application per SFA.  If equipment is being requested at multiple sites, the SFA must complete separate site applications.
	School Food Authority Information (SFA)
School District  





    Agreement Number  



Address  










City, State, Zip 









Name of contact person  








Phone number of contact person  







Email address of contact person  








1.
Number of Site Applications   


2.
Total amount of grant funds requested for all school sites  



3.
List the district/SFA purchasing threshold when reporting equipment as assets in its financial statements, if less than $5,000:  



 
(A copy of the sponsor’s equipment capitalization policy must be submitted with the grant application.  Consult your business official to obtain a copy of this policy.)
4.
Budget Summary for all sites:
	SCHOOL SUMMARY

	TOTAL AMOUNT REQUESTED (LIST IN ORDER OF FUNDING PRIORITY)

(This amount is equal to the sum of the total costs from each site application).

	
	SCHOOL SITE
	TOTAL COSTS

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	

	4.
	
	

	5.
	
	

	6.
	
	

	7.
	
	

	8.
	
	

	9.
	
	

	10.
	
	

	
	Grand Total for all Schools
	


5.  Answer the following:

· Estimate the number of jobs created due to this award: ________
(“Jobs created” means those new positions created and filled, or previously existing unfilled positions that are filled, as a result of Recovery Act funding.)

· Estimate the number of jobs retained due to this award: ________
(“Jobs retained” means those previously existing filled positions that are retained as a result of Recovery Act funding.)

· Explanation of rationale for job estimates:
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I certify that all the information provided in this application is true and correct and that all local, state, and federal regulations regarding procurement and expenditures will be followed.  I certify that these purchases are subject to audit and review by USDA and CDE Nutrition Unit.  I certify that all funds will be obligated/expended by September 30, 2009 and will be tracked separately from other School Nutrition Program funds.  I certify that all USDA required reporting will be completed and maintained on file.
Signature of Nutrition Services Director



Date

Signature of Senior District Management



Date
(Superintendent, Business Manager, School Board)

SITE APPLICATION
School Information

School Name  






SFA 




School Physical Address  







City, State, Zip  








1.  Equipment Specifications
Equipment requests may include new equipment, renovation of equipment or replacement of equipment.  These are articles with a useful life of more than one year and per unit acquisition of $5,000 or more (or lesser amount, if the SFA uses a lesser amount when reporting assets in its financial statements).

	Item*
	

	Make and Model
	

	Size or Other Specifications
	


	Item Cost
	

	Delivery Cost
	

	Installation Cost
	

	Labor Cost
	

	Other (specify)
	

	Total Cost
	


	Type of Equipment Requested:

	((  New Equipment, 
((  Replacement of Equipment, or 
((  Renovation of Equipment

	Will this piece of equipment have a useful life or more than one year?
	 ((  Yes        ((  No


*Attach the equipment bid along with detailed information on installation and labor costs for each piece of equipment requested.
SITE APPLICATION (cont.)

2.  Explain how this piece of equipment will improve what you are doing and make a difference in the school nutrition program.  Which of the four focus area(s) will the equipment enhance?  Be as specific as possible.
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SITE APPLICATION (cont.)

3.
Briefly describe an estimated timeline for the purchase and installation of the proposed equipment.
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SCORING FOR EQUIPMENT ASSISTANCE GRANT

Scoring Criteria:




Points:
· Equipment Request:



2 pt.

One Focus Area:  1 pt.

Two or more Focus Areas:  2 pt.

· Explanation of need of equipment

5 pt.
· Timeline for equipment by September 30
3 pt.

· Application received by due date

1 pt.
· Free and Reduced Eligibility


2 pt.


50%-75%:  1 pt.


76% +:  2 pt.

· Complete application



2 pt.

15 Points Max.
The Colorado Department of Education will receive funds to distribute under this program.  The amount will be divided among those schools with the highest scores (see “Points,” above).  The State Agency reserves the right to distribute funds to schools with the highest point scores, taking into account all district school total equipment requests (so all districts making an application have a chance to receive funds, rather than awarding the funds to a single district with a high number of schools with high point totals).
State Agency Use:

	Equipment Request (2 pts)
One Focus Area – 1 pt.; Two or more focus areas – 2 pt.
	

	Explanation of need of equipment  (5 pts)
	

	Timeline for equipment  (3 pts)
	

	Application received by due date  (1 pt)
	

	Free and Reduced Eligibility  (2 pts)
50% - 75% -- 1 pt.; 76% + - 2 pts
	

	Complete Application  (2 pts)
	

	Total Points
	


	October 2008  F/R percentage
50% or greater Free or Reduced Price Eligibility at this site as of October 2008?  
	________
(( Yes (( No

	Does the school participate in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP)?
	(( Yes (( No
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