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TO: 

Direct Certification Users





CN11-F-021
FROM: 
Jennifer Otey, Consultant, CDE Nutrition Unit, 303-866-6450, otey_j@cde.state.co.us 

DATE: 

May 18, 2011

SUBJECT:
Changes in the Frequency of Direct Certification Matching Activities

_________________________________________________________________________

The USDA has issued new guidance concerning the frequency of Direct Certification matching activities, effective for the 2011-2012 school year. The new requirements state that Direct Certification must be completed at least three times per school year, and the following timeline is provided: 

· At or around the beginning of the school year
· Three months after the initial effort
· Six months after the initial effort
In past years in Colorado, Direct Certification was to be completed at least once, and so this new requirement will increase the number of Direct Certification uploads per year by adding an additional two time frames during which it must be done. The periods during which each School Food Authority (SFA) must complete Direct Certification are as follows:

· Summer 2011 – September 9, 2011
· Between November 2011 – December 15, 2011

· Between February 2011 – March 15, 2011


*Specific beginning dates will be made available closer to these months.

As in the past, the file from Human Services will continue to be made available four times per year (June, August, November, and February). Please note that the file is updated one more time (twice during the summer) than the required number of times an SFA must complete Direct Certification.
As the purpose of the additional matching activities is to facilitate participation of children in the school meals programs, SFAs are encouraged to complete Direct Certification even more often than the required three times. For example, an SFA could upload its file a couple of times at the beginning of the school year (especially to match new students), and it could upload a file throughout the year whenever there are new enrollees, to see if they would be eligible for free meals.
It is important to remember that if a student’s name appears on any match report, the student’s eligibility is valid for the remainder of the school year (plus the 30-day carry-over), even if his/her name is not on a subsequent report.
For additional information the interim rule, Direct Certification and Certification of Homeless, Migrant and Runaway Children for Free School Meals, can be accessed at:

http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/Governance/regulations/2011-04-25.pdf.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
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