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2009 Equipment Assistance Grants for School Food Authorities
A one-time opportunity is available for National School Lunch Program (NSLP) sponsors to obtain new equipment or to renovate or replace existing equipment. 
Application
· Grants will be awarded on a competitive basis.

Eligibility

· Applicants must participate in the NSLP.

· Any participating NSLP sponsor may apply, but priority must be given to sites with 50% or more of students eligible for reduced price/free meals as reported on the October 2008 pupil count.
Use of Funds

· Funds may be requested for the cost of equipment plus delivery, installation, testing, and removal of old equipment. 

· Multiple pieces of equipment may be requested.

· Equipment purchases must help to improve at least one of the following four focus areas:

1. Quality of school food service meals that meet the dietary guidelines (e.g., purchasing an equipment alternative to a deep fryer).

2. Safety of food served in the school meal programs (e.g., cold/hot holding equipment, dish washing equipment, refrigeration, milk coolers, freezers, blast chillers, etc.).

3. Overall energy efficiency of the school food service operations (e.g., purchase of an energy efficient walk-in freezer replacing an outdated, energy-demanding freezer).

4. Ability to increase participation in the school meals program (e.g., equipment for serving meals in a non-traditional setting or to better utilize cafeteria space).

Procurement

· Obligations to purchase made prior to grant award are ineligible for funding. 

· All Federal, State, and local procurement laws and regulations must be followed.

· Final grant payments will be determined by invoices for equipment purchased.

· The amount of each individual equipment item purchased must be at least $5,000 unless the sponsor uses a lesser amount when reporting equipment as an asset in its financial statements.  For example, if the sponsor’s capitalization threshold is $2,000, you may apply for a piece of equipment that costs at least $2,000.  In this case, a copy of the sponsor’s equipment capitalization policy must be submitted with the grant application.  Consult your business official to obtain a copy of this policy.

· Sponsors are expected to fully expend grant funds within 3 months of notification of the grant award. 

Timeline

· Applications must be received by May 18, 2009.

· Grants to qualifying sponsors will be announced by June 8, 2009. 

· Grant recipients must make a reasonable effort to fully expend grant funds within three months of the award. 

· Successful applicants will be required to submit a project status report within three months of the award. 

Guidance on Equipment

The National Food Service Management Institute (NFSMI) has published “Equipment Purchasing and Facility Design for School Nutrition Programs.”  It provides information to assist with decision making on school food service equipment selection.  This resource is available on NFSMI’s website:  http://nfsmi.org/ 

Questions 

If you have questions, please contact Lynn Warner or Herminia Vigil at (303) 866.6661.
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