Resources about Summer Slide
and the Importance of Reading over the Summer
“Summer slide” is the tendency for students, especially those from low-income families, to lose some of
the achievement gains they made during the previous school year. The following information is provided
to help school districts and staff with key talking points, along with resources and research for
developing school- or community-based programs to address summer slide issues that may exist.
Your local public library offers a well-established summer reading program that encourages kids to read
over the summer. Educational, fun enrichment activities throughout the program are an important part
of the programs. Libraries around the state are planning enjoyable programming around the “STEM”
theme. These programs and activities are designed to enhance summer experiences and prevent
summer slide in not only reading but also STEM fields. Contact your nearest public library or branch to
find out more about the program at your local library. See the directory of Colorado libraries to find the
phone number and location of libraries near you.
In addition to the above, eNetColorado, in collaboration with the Colorado BOCES Association and
myON, are co-sponsoring a separate reading program this summer that will provide access to over 4000
myON Digital Books for educators, students and families in Colorado through July 31, free of charge. Get
complete details on how to access this opportunity.
An annotated bibliography prepared by staff of the Colorado State Library at CDE provides reviews of
selected research studies on the critical benefits of reading over the summer, especially for children and
teens in low-income households, to prevent summer slide.
Additional Resources
These links offer graphic-based views of summer slide and achievement gap impacts. These are offered
for informational purposes only and are not endorsed by CDE/State Library.
•

The Achievement Gap, National Summer Learning Association (recently updated!)

•

How to Help Your Kids Skip the Summer Slide, Target

•

Kids Who Read Beat Summer Slide, First Book

•

Is Your Child at Risk for Summer Slide?, Education.com

•

Summer Learning Loss Increases the Achievement Gap, Partner for Children

Organizations
•

•

The National Summer Learning Association offers a wealth of online resources, high-quality
research, and an excellent annual conference related to summer learning and preventing
summer slide. The Publications & Resources tab of the website particularly leads to excellent
research and practical tips for summer program providers.
The Wallace Foundation compiles research and articles about summer slide, summer learning,
and best practices for summer program providers.
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More About Summer Slide:
•

Summer slide is cumulative, with summer learning losses building up each year.

•

Summer learning loss accounts for 2/3 of the 9th grade achievement gap in reading between
students from low-income households and their higher-income peers.

•

Low-income children fall behind an average of 2 months in reading during the summer.

•

Students from low-income households with access to books over the summer see much more
significant gains in reading scores from spring to fall than students from high-income households
with access to books and those from low-income households without access to books.

•

Differences in children’s summer learning experiences during their elementary school years can
ultimately impact whether they earn a high school diploma and continue to college.

Addressing Summer Slide:
•

Access to books is critical. The public library is an excellent free resource for families to have
access to books of a wide range of interests and reading levels, as well as librarians to guide
children and families in selecting great books.

•

When children read materials they select themselves and read for enjoyment, they receive the
most gains in reading achievement, including better reading comprehension, writing style,
vocabulary, spelling, and grammatical development. Also, the longer that this free voluntary
reading is practiced, the more consistent and positive the results. Thus summer programs, such
as those offered in public libraries, that allow and encourage children to choose what they read
are likely to be most successful.

•

When adults select reading material for children and teens, they should select material that is at
an appropriate reading level to best prevent summer slide.

•

Children and teens tend to read more when adults in their lives encourage them to read, and
also when they see those adults reading often themselves.

•

Children that feel that reading is fun tend to read more often, so summer programs that help
make reading enjoyable are most successful.

•

Reading just 4 to 6 books over the summer has the potential to prevent a decline in reading
achievement scores from the spring to the fall, so even small steps are very beneficial.

•

Preventing summer slide is most effective when community organizations—including schools,
public libraries, community centers, parent groups, social service agencies, and others—work
together to encourage kids to read, make reading fun, and to reach families about the
importance of reading over the summer.
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