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What is One Book Colorado?  
• 75,000 copies of the same book distributed in English and 

Spanish to 4-year-olds, held annually in the spring 

• Began in 2011; previously known as One Book 4 
Colorado 

• Partnership between State Library, Serve Colorado, 
Denver Preschool Program, Denver7, Mile High United 
Way, 14 sponsors, and all of you! 

• OBCO 2019: April 8-22 
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Every public and military library in the state participates each year—total of 261, along with Denver Preschool Program classroomsPrivately funded—sponsors from foundations and nonprofits and corporations 



Program goals: 
• Increase awareness of early literacy 

• Encourage parents to read everyday with young kids 

• Close vocabulary gap of kids in low-income households 

• Help instill early literacy skills to get kids ready to read at 
kindergarten 

• Increase home libraries 

• Make reading fun for young kids 



 



And the 2019 winner is… 
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What’s New for 2019? 

• New name and logo!  

• New website! 

• New partners: Denver7 and Mile High United 
Way 
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Logistics: Getting your books  
All libraries will receive your books direct shipped from 

Scholastic the last week of March 

 

For multi-branch libraries: books for all of your branches 
will be shipped to your main location; please distribute 
them to each branch. 

 

Please contact Beth ASAP if you have any book  
delivery problems! 
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Logistics: Giving Your Books 
• Give books away April 8-22 to 4-year-olds during: 

• regular storytimes  

• special OB4CO events 

• outreach events 

• daily library activities to walk-in patrons 

• Partner, partner, partner! 



Possible Partners 
• Reach Out and Read Clinics 
• Early Childhood Councils 
• Preschools & Head Starts 
• Unlicensed childcare providers 
• Local events 
• Migrant Education Programs 
• Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 
• Boys and Girls Club 



More possible partners 
• Food banks and WIC offices 
• Local businesses 
• Civic organizations 
• Social service agencies 
• School districts 
• Bright By Three 
• YMCA/YWCA 
• Cooking Matters 



Featured: 
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Featured: Read to the Children 



• Each year, CTBL makes the audio files from 
videos of the 3 OBCO finalist titles available to its 
patrons 

• CTBL adds the selected title each year to its 
collection 

 

Featured: CO Talking Book Library 



Using the book  
Ideas to talk about and model for parents how to use the 
book at home: 

• Ask kids to name things bigger and smaller than they are 

• Explain words that kids may not know, like catapult and 
queasy 

• Ask kids about the emotions Penguinaut feels on the 
moon 

• After reading, ask kids if they’d like to go to the moon and 
why or why not 
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Read-alikes 
Themes: penguins, astronomy, STEM, space flight, 
friendship, building/engineering, personal dreams/goals, 
perseverance  

 
CLEL Bell winners: 
www.clel.org/ 
clelbellawards  
 

http://www.clel.org/clelbellawards
http://www.clel.org/clelbellawards


Programming ideas 
• Use copies of the Penguinaut image at 

www.thisismarciecolleen.com/penguinaut.html 
as craft 

• Invite the kids to make their own spaceships or 
space suits with cardboard and fun materials 

• Invite local “celebrities” to read the book at 
events 

• Host a teddy bear sleepover – and the animals 
have space travel adventures 

• Invite kids to make name rockets 

 
 
 

http://www.thisismarciecolleen.com/penguinaut.html


Self-led programs 
• Astronaut cutout photo booth 
• Create a StoryWalk featuring Penguinaut! 
• Penguin and space-themed coloring stations 
• Read-alike book displays 
 
 
 
 
 



Promotion 
• Statewide: press releases, events, social 
media, Denver7 coverage 

• Website: www.onebookcolorado.org/  

• Social media: Facebook, Twitter 
(@OneBookCO) 

• Your excellent local promotion! 

• Great opportunity to promote your summer 
program! 
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http://www.onebookcolorado.org/


http://www.onebookcolorado.org/   
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www.cde.state.co.us/cdelib/onebookcolorado  



We Want to Hear from You! 
• Stories & photos from last year 

• Promotional materials 

• Photos/videos of events  

• Any questions, comments, or materials to 
share- please email or call 
 



Questions? 
Ideas? 



Thanks! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beth: crist_b@cde.state.co.us 
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