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ACT: “College and Workforce Readiness”
· ”A set of standards that describes the level of preparation a student needs to be ready to enroll and succeed – without remediation – in a credit-bearing course at a two-year or four-year institution, trade school, or technical school.”

College Board: “College Readiness”

· “Successful performance in entry-level college courses, including Advanced Placement courses, as described by sets of English language and mathematics content standards.”

Education Policy and Improvement Center: “College Readiness”

· “The level of preparation a student needs in order to enroll and succeed – without remediation – in a credit-bearing general education course at a postsecondary institution…” 

Pew Charitable Trust and the American Association of Universities: “College Readiness”

· “Knowledge and skills for University Success are standards for six content areas describing the knowledge and skills required “to do well enough in college entry-level core academic courses to meet general education requirements and to continue on to major in a particular area.” 

America Diploma Project/Achieve: “College and Workforce Readiness”

· ”The English and mathematics that graduates must have mastered by the time they leave high school if they expect to succeed in postsecondary education or in high-performance, high-growth jobs.”
Society for Human Resources Management & Partnership for 21st Century Learning: “Workforce Readiness”

· “Basic knowledge/skills and the applied skills necessary to succeed in the workplace.”

According to Education Week’s Education Counts database, 12 states (highlighted in grey below) have described both “college readiness” and “work readiness” in 2008. Of these, six describe them as different concepts and six describe them as the same.
	
	K-12 education system has work readiness definition
	State has defined college readiness
	How college readiness is defined
	How work readiness is defined
	K-12 work readiness definition is different from college readiness (for states defining both concepts)

	Alabama
	Yes
	No
	--
	skills
	n/a

	Alaska
	Yes
	No
	--
	standards
	n/a

	Arizona
	Yes
	No
	--
	standards
	n/a

	Arkansas
	Yes
	Yes
	courses, standards, tests
	courses, standards, tests
	No

	California
	Yes
	Yes
	courses
	standards
	Yes

	Colorado
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Connecticut
	Yes
	No
	--
	skills
	n/a

	Delaware
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	District of Columbia
	Yes
	No
	--
	skills
	n/a

	Florida
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Georgia
	Yes
	No
	--
	skills, standards
	n/a

	Hawaii
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Idaho
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Illinois
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Indiana
	Yes
	Yes
	courses, standards, tests
	courses, standards, tests
	No

	Iowa
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Kansas
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Kentucky
	No
	Yes
	courses, skills, standards, tests
	--
	n/a

	Louisiana
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Maine
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Maryland
	Yes
	No
	--
	skills, standards
	n/a

	Massachusetts
	Yes
	No
	--
	standards
	n/a

	Michigan
	Yes
	Yes
	courses, standards
	skills, standards
	Yes

	Minnesota
	No
	Yes
	standards
	--
	n/a

	Mississippi
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Missouri
	Yes
	No
	--
	standards
	n/a

	Montana
	Yes
	No
	--
	standards
	n/a

	Nebraska
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Nevada
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	New Hampshire
	Yes
	No
	--
	standards
	n/a

	New Jersey
	Yes
	Yes
	courses, standards
	standards
	Yes

	New Mexico
	Yes
	Yes
	courses, standards, tests
	courses, standards, tests
	No

	New York
	Yes
	Yes
	courses, standards, tests
	courses, standards, tests
	No

	North Carolina
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	North Dakota
	Yes
	No
	--
	standards
	n/a

	Ohio
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Oklahoma
	No
	Yes
	courses, standards, tests
	--
	n/a

	Oregon
	Yes
	No
	--
	standards
	n/a

	Pennsylvania
	Yes
	Yes
	standards
	standards
	No

	Rhode Island
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	South Carolina
	Yes
	Yes
	courses, skills, standards
	courses, tests
	Yes

	South Dakota
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Tennessee
	Yes
	Yes
	courses, skills
	skills, standards
	Yes

	Texas
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Utah
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Vermont
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Virginia
	Yes
	No
	--
	skills, standards
	n/a

	Washington
	Yes
	Yes
	standards
	skills, standards
	No

	West Virginia
	Yes
	Yes
	courses, skills, tests
	courses, skills, tests
	Yes

	Wisconsin
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	Wyoming
	No
	No
	--
	--
	--

	U.S.
	26
	15
	--
	--
	6

	Source: Editorial Projects in Education, 2008, available at http://www.edweek.org/rc/2007/06/07/edcounts.html


