



Input sought on high school standards

The public hearing is part of a state effort to reform content for college and the workforce.
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State education leaders will host a town-hall meeting today in Denver, trying to decide what a high schooler should know upon entering college or the workforce. 

It's part of the ongoing Colorado Achievement Plan for Kids, or CAP4K — a multiyear initiative seeking to revamp the standards for students at each grade from preschool through high school. 

The 5 p.m. meeting at the Turnhalle Ballroom in the Tivoli Student Union on the Auraria campus is the third of 12 planned across the state. 

The State Board of Education and the Colorado Commission on Higher Education are mandated to adopt a description of "postsecondary and workforce readiness" by Dec. 15. 

"The picture in Colorado isn't pretty," said Samantha Long of the Office of Learning and Results in the Colorado Department of Education. "High school graduation rates are declining. Colorado has the largest achievement gap in the country. Students aren't prepared to succeed." 

Colorado ranks 46th in the nation in the rate of high school completion — 82 percent for whites, 66 percent for African-Americans and 57 percent for Latinos. 

For the first time in history, students are less likely to graduate high school than their parents, according to state education officials. 

Once they get to college, 30 percent of Colorado high schoolers must receive remedial help. It's worse at community colleges, where 56 percent must receive assistance. 

Many of those students who go to college fail to stay — only 21 percent of those who enrolled in two-year colleges graduated and 56 percent of those who enrolled in four-year schools graduated. 

Curiously, Colorado is one of the most educated states in the country, fourth in the United States in the percentage of college-educated citizens. 

"We are bringing them in, but we aren't growing our own," Long said. "We don't have a pipeline of students who stay and succeed." 

Last month, the State Board of Education adopted a description of school readiness for 5-year-olds. The emphasis now is to figure out what teens should know when they leave 12th grade. 

Officials from the Colorado Department of Education and the Colorado Department of Higher Education will be on hand, seeking input. 

People at the meeting will be asked to address: "What do students need to be workforce ready, what do students need to be postsecondary ready, and are there special considerations for the workforce or higher education in your region of the state?" 

A new state assessment system is expected to be implemented by 2012, applying the new content standards for all grades. 
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