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SYSTEM FOR AWARD MANAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR RECIPIENTS AND THEIR 

SUBRECIPIENTS 

1. Requirement for System for Award Management (SAM.gov) 
 

Unless you are exempted from this requirement under 2 CFR § 25.110, you are, in accordance with your 
grant program's Notice Inviting Applications, required to maintain an active SAM.gov registration with 
current information about your organization, including information on your immediate and highest level 
owner and subsidiaries, as well as on all predecessors that have been awarded a Federal contract or 
grant within the last three years, if applicable, at all times during which you have an active Federal 
award or an application or plan under consideration by a Federal awarding agency. To remain 
registered in SAM.gov after your initial registration, you are required to review and update your 
information in SAM.gov on an annual basis from the date of initial registration or subsequent updates to 
ensure it is current, accurate and complete. 

 
2. Recipient Requirements of Subrecipients 

In accordance with 2 CFR § 25.300 you are required to ensure that your subrecipients have a Unique 
Entity Identifier (UEI). Note that subrecipients are not required to complete full registration in SAM.gov 
to obtain a UEI, which is required for an entity to directly do business with the Federal government. 
Instead, subrecipients may obtain a UEI by signing up in SAM.gov to get an account and establish a 
profile. 

You may not make a subaward to a subrecipient that has not obtained a UEI and provided it to you, and 
you are required to notify any potential subrecipients that you cannot make a subaward unless the 
subrecipient obtains a UEI and provides it to you. 

 
3. Definitions 

For purposes of this award term: 
 

1. System for Award Management (SAM.gov) means the Federal repository into which a recipient must 
provide information required for the conduct of business as a recipient. See 2 CFR 25.400. 

2. Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) Means the universal identifier assigned by SAM.gov to uniquely identify 
business entities. See 2 CFR 25.400. 

3. Recipient means an entity that receives a Federal award directly from a Federal agency to carry out 
an activity under a Federal program. The term recipient does not include subrecipients or individuals 
that are participants or beneficiaries of the award. See 2 CFR 200.1. 

 
4. Subaward means an award provided by a pass-through entity to a subrecipient for the subrecipient 

to contribute to the goals and objectives of the project by carrying out part of a Federal award 
received by the pass-through entity. It does not include payments to a contractor, beneficiary, or 
participant. A subaward may be provided through any form of legal agreement consistent with 
criteria in with § 200.331, including an agreement the pass-through entity considers a contract. See 2 
CFR 200.1. 
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5. Subrecipient means an entity that receives a subaward from a pass-through entity to carry out part 
of a Federal award. The term subrecipient does not include a beneficiary or participant. A 
subrecipient may also be a recipient of other Federal awards directly from a Federal agency. See 2 
CFR 200.1. 


