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Funded Student Counts

• The primary funding source for Colorado public school 
districts comes from the School Finance Act of 1994, as 
amended which outlines requirements for calculating 
“Total Program” funding amounts.

• As outlined in this Act, Colorado funds its public-school 
districts based on a 1-day membership count (i.e., the 
pupil enrollment count date).

• The Colorado Department of Education uses the data 
submitted by districts during the Student October 
Snapshot to determine the funded counts which are used 
to calculate the districts’ Total Program funding.

• Funding requirements are outlined in 1 CCR 301-39 and 
required audit documentation is described in the 2024 
Student October Count Audit Resource Guide. Total Program Funding

At-Risk 
Count

English 
Language 
Learner 

(ELL) Count

Funded 
Pupil Count
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https://www.cde.state.co.us/DataPipeline/snap_studentOctober.asp
https://www.cde.state.co.us/DataPipeline/snap_studentOctober.asp
https://www.sos.state.co.us/CCR/DisplayRule.do?action=ruleinfo&ruleId=2046&deptID=4&agencyID=109&deptName=Department%20of%20Education&agencyName=Colorado%20State%20Board%20of%20Education&seriesNum=1%20CCR%20301-39
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdefinance/2024_student_october_pupil_count_audit_resource_guide
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdefinance/2024_student_october_pupil_count_audit_resource_guide


School Finance Office

• Administers the School Finance Act of 1994, as amended, to determine district 
funding from both local share and state share (i.e., Total Program funding) for 
every district. 

• Ensures state share funding is distributed monthly per statute, assists districts with 
mill levy calculations and certification to local counties for accurate local share and 
provides technical assistance for understanding of the state's funding formula.

• Contact Information:
• Main School Finance Office website: https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdefinance 
• School Finance Program Director: Tim Kahle (kahle_t@cde.state.co.us) 
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School Auditing Office

• Publishes the annual Student October Count Audit Resource Guide.
• Provides technical guidance and support to districts throughout the Student 

October Count data submission process related to funding eligibility requirements 
and corresponding audit documentation.

• Conducts annual audit reviews, and any subsequent expanded audits, of all funded 
counts used in determining a district’s Total Program funding.

• Contact Information:
• Main School Auditing Office website: https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdefinance/auditunit 
• Pupil Count website: https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdefinance/auditunit_pupilcount
• Email: audit@cde.state.co.us
• Audit Manager: Rebecca McRee (mcree_r@cde.state.co.us) 
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https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdefinance/auditunit
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdefinance/auditunit_pupilcount
mailto:audit@cde.state.co.us
mailto:mcree_r@cde.state.co.us


Pupil Count Audit Website 
and Supplemental Resources
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Pupil Count (Audit) Website



Student October Count
Audit Resource Guide
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Student October Count Audit Resource Guides

• The 2024 version of  this Guide was posted on or about July 1, 2024.
• Outlines and describes all funding and audit documentation requirements.
• Throughout the Guide, the Delta symbol Δ is used to identify information that has 

been updated or clarified since the previous edition of the Guide. 
• Information about these changes can be found in the “Summary of Changes” 

section found at the end of the Guide (pages 109-110).
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https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdefinance/2024_student_october_pupil_count_audit_resource_guide


2024 Student October Count Audit Resource Guide
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https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdefinance/2024_student_october_pupil_count_audit_resource_guide
https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdefinance/2024_student_october_pupil_count_audit_resource_guide#page=2


Student October Count Audit Resource Guide Changes
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https://www.cde.state.co.us/cdefinance/2024_student_october_pupil_count_audit_resource_guide#page=109


Review of the 
2024 Student October Count 

Audit Resource Guide
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Guide Overview

• General funding requirements
• Alternative Teacher-Pupil Instruction Courses
• Post-Secondary Courses and Programs
• Unique Schools and Programs

• Contractual Education

• Unique Student Types
• Appendices
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