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Process for each phase: 
1. National and international review (WestEd)

2. Stakeholders help frame the design features

3. Content subcommittee members selected thru 
statewide application, name blind/merit-based 
process 

4. Subcommittees worked on revisions for four 
months

5. National experts in each content area review 
subcommittee recommendations



Process for each phase: 
6. Subcommittees take expert review under 

advisement

7. First drafts shared with public for feedback 
(public meeting and online opportunities)

8. Subcommittees process public feedback

9. National experts on standards review and polish 
for second draft (CRESST - National Center for 
Research on Evaluation, Standards, and Student 
Testing)



Standards Revision Process:
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Important Features
 End in Mind (a prepared graduate) 

threaded through to Preschool

 Seamless P-13 expectations based 
on these competencies, grade by 
grade

 Mastery based

 21st century skills/PWR embedded



Old vs. New

Old
1. Many standards
2. List of content
3. Broad/Vague
4. Grade Spans
5. Wish list heavy

New
1. Fewer
2. Concepts & Skills
3. Specific
4. Grade level /HS
5. Essentials
6. 21st century/PWR
7. Early Childhood



21st Century Skills
 Critical Thinking and Reasoning

 (cause and effect, analysis, logic)
 Information Literacy

 (knowledge acquisition, source discernment,  system 
management) 

 Collaboration
 (synergy, team resourcing, leadership for new knowledge)

 Self-direction
 (persistence, adaptability, work ethic, initiative)

 Invention
 (creativity, innovation)



Postsecondary  & 
Workforce Ready

Learning & Behavior 
Skills

Content Knowledge

Social Studies 
& Social 
Sciences
• Social, cultural, 
historical concepts
• Interpret sources, 
evaluate evidence, 
build conceptual 
frameworks
• Civic responsibility & 
political process
• Interpret from a 
global perspective

Arts & 
Humanities
• Shaping of culture
• Instruments of social 
& political thought
• Awareness of 
innovators

Science
• Scientific method
• Draw conclusions
• Core concepts of 
disciplines
• Scientific concepts 
can be challenged

Literacy
• Read with 
understanding & 
write coherently
• Employ English 
properly & 
fluently
• Use logic & 
rhetoric
• Access primary & 
secondary sources

Find and Use 
Information  & 

IT

Creativity & 
Innovation

Collaboration

Critical 
Thinking & 
Problem 
Solving

Civic 
Responsibility

Communication

Personal 
Responsibility

Global & 
Cultural 

Awareness

Work Ethic 

Mathematical 
Sciences
• Be quantitatively literate
• Algebraic & geometric 
principles
• Problem solving
• Data & statistics
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The TYPES of Outreach
Meetings
Surveys

Listening Tours
Focus Groups

Joint Regional Mtgs
Webinars

Standards Content
Review

*  West Ed
*  Stakeholders
*  Subcommittees
*  National expert review  

(Content and standards 
development)

*  Regional feedback

Structure Decisions
*  Definitions
*  Grade by Grade
*  Placement of 21st

century skills and
technology

*  Template

SB 212
Regional Joint SBE/DHE
Meetings



254 Coloradans served 
on subcommittees

8000 Log 
in edits or 

tour 
comments 

for all 
three 

phases

Public feedback 
tour in 20+ cities Collaboration with 

ECE and Higher Ed

19 CDE Staff Members

220 working meetings by reviewers, 
subcommittee members, policy leaders
Half of these meetings were more than 8 

hours long each....

23 
Stakeholders

CEA, CASB, CASE,
C-DHE

Updates and 
Feedback

8 District 
Advisory 
members

15 National Content and 
Alignment Reviewers

186,258+ miles traveled by 
subcommittee members
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Transparent
 CDE Website 

 Meeting dates and locations posted
 Featured notes from subcommittee and 

stakeholder meetings  
 Gap Analysis’ posted
 Drafts posted

 Press releases
 SCOOP
 Meetings open to the public
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World Languages
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Social Studies
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Co-Chairs: 
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Science
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Reading, Writing, and Communicating



Subcommittee Co-Chairs:
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Mathematics



Subcommittee Members: 
Joan Andersen 
Deann Bucher 
Pam Cummings 
Annetta J. Gallegos 
Jack L. Gallegos 
Dora Gonzales 
Stephanie Holling 
Julie McLean 
Linda Motz 
Patti (Rish) Ord 
R. Bruce Potter 
Ted Seiler 
Elizabeth L. Whitham 
Robin Wise
Coni S. Wolfe 

Personal Financial Literacy



Co-Chairs:
Jennifer Daniels 
Mary Valerio

Subcommittee Members: 
Christina Bernal Sati 
Diane Catlin 
Brad Clabo
Don Crow 
Deborah Figueroa 
Cheryl Goodyear-De George 
Greg Hawkins 
Joseph Hermocillo

Lorenza Lara
Alicia O’Brien 
Anne Ramirez 
Lori Rink 
Excier J. Rodriguez (EJ) 
Elizabeth Skelton 
Ester Smith 
Kermit Snyder 
Alexandria Wojdyla

English Language Development



Co-Chairs: 
Judy Cooper 
Sharon Murray 

Subcommittee Members: 
Joni Baca 
Clayton Ellis 
Dawn M. Fertitta
Aaron Ford 
Jamie Hurley 
Kathleen Kinkema
Katy Kupecz
Joneen Mackenzie 

Lorez Meinhold
Jennifer Perkins 
Lisa K. Perry 
John Sbarbaro
Sandra Stenmark
Chris Strater
Tara Trujillo 
Bridget Trujillo 
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Arts: Visual Arts
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Subcommittee Chair 
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Subcommittee Members 
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Arts: Drama and Theatre
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