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Tone:	
  It	
  would	
  be	
  difficult	
  to	
  overstate	
  the	
  discontent	
  participants	
  expressed	
  about	
  state	
  
assessments.	
  
	
  
Quality	
  State	
  Assessment	
  System	
  
• Clear	
  purpose	
  –	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  state	
  assessments	
  are…	
  
• Account	
  for	
  differences	
  between	
  students	
  and	
  schools	
  –	
  e.g.	
  online	
  students	
  (especially	
  

chose	
  with	
  siblings)	
  not	
  able	
  to	
  attend	
  school	
  in	
  person	
  on	
  multiple	
  dates	
  
• Account	
  for	
  differences	
  in	
  pedagogy	
  –	
  e.g.	
  Montessori	
  and	
  Waldorf	
  
• Limit	
  school	
  disruption	
  –	
  less	
  time	
  each	
  year;	
  fewer	
  resources	
  to	
  implement	
  

o School	
  disruption	
  is	
  not	
  just	
  an	
  issue	
  of	
  time;	
  current	
  testing	
  regime	
  
! Interrupts	
  continuity	
  and	
  integrity	
  of	
  instruction	
  
! Diverts	
  non-­‐teaching	
  personnel	
  from	
  instruction	
  support	
  to	
  test	
  support	
  
! Diverts	
  interventionists	
  from	
  providing	
  one-­‐on-­‐one;	
  small	
  group	
  instruction	
  
! Diverts	
  specialists	
  from	
  their	
  classrooms	
  to	
  proctor	
  exams	
  
! Diverts	
  student	
  attention	
  from	
  more	
  meaningful	
  work	
  –	
  e.g.	
  college	
  applications	
  
! Diverts	
  students	
  from	
  core	
  instruction	
  to	
  learn	
  “keyboarding”	
  and	
  test	
  taking	
  skills	
  –	
  

often	
  at	
  far	
  too	
  young	
  of	
  an	
  age	
  
! Disrupts	
  the	
  culture	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  –	
  “assessments	
  are	
  all	
  we	
  talk	
  about”	
  

• Accounts	
  for	
  student	
  priorities	
  –	
  e.g.	
  college	
  applications;	
  AP	
  and	
  ACT	
  exams	
  
• Roll	
  up	
  ongoing	
  data	
  collected	
  at	
  the	
  district	
  level	
  
• Provide	
  timely	
  results	
  
• Would	
  be	
  meaningful	
  to	
  students	
  and	
  parents	
  
• Would	
  respect	
  educational	
  best	
  practices	
  –	
  e.g.	
  period	
  of	
  time	
  between	
  assessments	
  
• Would	
  allow	
  students	
  to	
  be	
  “normal”	
  during	
  tests	
  –	
  don’t	
  sit	
  after	
  tests	
  
• Would	
  recognize	
  the	
  resources	
  schools	
  have	
  available	
  
• Would	
  allow	
  schools	
  to	
  choose	
  the	
  test	
  most	
  appropriate	
  for	
  their	
  school	
  
• Would	
  be	
  transparent	
  –	
  everyone	
  would	
  know	
  exactly	
  how	
  data	
  is	
  being	
  used	
  

	
  
Other	
  General	
  Comments	
  
• Far	
  more	
  data	
  (formative)	
  exists	
  than	
  in	
  the	
  past;	
  state	
  test	
  data	
  used	
  to	
  be	
  all	
  we	
  had;	
  state	
  

data	
  no	
  longer	
  as	
  relevant	
  because	
  we	
  have	
  local	
  data	
  
• Teachers	
  are	
  already	
  thinking	
  about	
  whether	
  a	
  student	
  will	
  “give	
  them	
  the	
  scores	
  they	
  

need”	
  
• Teachers	
  are	
  overwhelmed	
  –	
  not	
  sure	
  if	
  they’re	
  doing	
  the	
  “right”	
  thing	
  
• “You	
  have	
  to	
  teach	
  to	
  the	
  test	
  to	
  do	
  well”	
  
• “Are	
  the	
  tests	
  distorting	
  content?	
  	
  How	
  much	
  autonomy	
  do	
  we	
  really	
  have?”	
  
• “Are	
  we	
  narrowing	
  the	
  knowledge	
  base?”	
  	
  
• “We	
  have	
  a	
  generation	
  of	
  kids	
  who	
  are	
  stressed	
  out”;	
  “We	
  don’t	
  want	
  to	
  be	
  like	
  Korea”	
  
• Implementation	
  is	
  poor	
  –	
  “we	
  received	
  accommodation	
  manuals	
  after	
  tests	
  were	
  given”	
  
• “Students	
  are	
  intentionally	
  doing	
  poorly”	
  
• State	
  has	
  mandated	
  too	
  many	
  initiatives	
  all	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  time	
  
• “Every	
  time	
  the	
  state	
  changes	
  tests	
  it	
  reeks	
  havoc	
  on	
  our	
  school”;	
  We	
  have	
  to	
  spend	
  money	
  

to	
  acquire	
  the	
  “latest	
  and	
  greatest”	
  assessments	
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• “Taking	
  the	
  tests	
  is	
  convoluted	
  and	
  complicated.	
  	
  Teachers	
  had	
  to	
  be	
  trained.	
  	
  Students	
  had	
  

to	
  be	
  trained.	
  	
  It’s	
  crazy.”	
  
• Social	
  studies:	
  Group	
  did	
  not	
  agree.	
  Some	
  felt	
  it	
  is	
  good	
  addition;	
  others	
  felt	
  it	
  dictated	
  

curriculum	
  too	
  much.	
  


