
Feb. 3, 2025 
Dear Superintendents and BOCES Directors, 

 
As I shared at the end of last week, there were two new executive orders (available here 
and here) issued at the federal level on Friday that related to K-12 education. With 
respect to the federal funding freeze, a federal court issued a temporary order that bars 
the implementation of the freeze. Additionally, the memo directing a pause on the federal 
funding was rescinded on Jan. 29. 

 
We recognize there are many questions with respect to the federal actions. As we 
continue to work to understand the implications of the recent federal actions, here is 
some information we can share: 

• These executive orders are directives to federal agencies, not to CDE or local 
education agencies. The executive order related to curriculum in schools gives the 
federal Department of Education 90 days to bring forward a plan to implement the 
executive order. 

• Some of the directives in the executive order are not currently allowed in law. 
For example, federal law currently expressly prohibits the federal government 
from interfering with local curriculum. 

• For that reason, we need to wait and see what the Department of Education brings 
forward in their plan to implement the executive order. 

• CDE has not yet received any communications from the federal Department of 
Education regarding existing grant funding and the imposition of grant conditions. 

• If and when CDE receives such communications, we will review them to 
determine what, if any, steps are required of us in response. 

 
We will continue to share information with you as we get more direction from the federal 
Department of Education. 

 
Additionally, you may be aware that on Friday, Jan. 31, sponsors introduced a bill in the US 
House to “abolish the Department of Education and to provide funding directly to states 
for elementary and secondary education, and for other purposes.” We are monitoring its 
progress closely. 

 
As a reminder, the State of Colorado continues to have laws in place that protect 
individuals from discrimination and harassment in schools on the basis of disability, 
race, creed, color, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, family 
composition, religion, age, national origin, or ancestry. 

 
Thank you for your ongoing focus to support the students and educators in Colorado. 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F01%2Fending-radical-indoctrination-in-k-12-schooling%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccde_communications_office%40CDE.STATE.CO.US%7Cc81b416fa5614ef7515508dd44a964a9%7Ca751cfc81f9a4edb83709f1c6d4bea5a%7C0%7C0%7C638742216528003265%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cdMJGfnX7fmiqh4M3GT1Vq%2Fswc5E2osM3hX1IrjqQoM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F01%2Fexpanding-educational-freedom-and-opportunity-for-families%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccde_communications_office%40CDE.STATE.CO.US%7Cc81b416fa5614ef7515508dd44a964a9%7Ca751cfc81f9a4edb83709f1c6d4bea5a%7C0%7C0%7C638742216528025992%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gcRpp9JDlqpb7xAsEdMwTpK19xDYmq7jaGet3zsMRHI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.documentcloud.org%2Fdocuments%2F25507011-omb-memo-on-temporary-pause-of-financial-assistance-programs%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccde_communications_office%40CDE.STATE.CO.US%7Cc81b416fa5614ef7515508dd44a964a9%7Ca751cfc81f9a4edb83709f1c6d4bea5a%7C0%7C0%7C638742216528045046%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0IyXg7KqqxeTproakLfL9hqstALkNQ8gXmQ%2FcshBwlA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.npr.org%2F2025%2F01%2F29%2Fg-s1-45313%2Ftrump-federal-funding-freeze-reversed&data=05%7C02%7Ccde_communications_office%40CDE.STATE.CO.US%7Cc81b416fa5614ef7515508dd44a964a9%7Ca751cfc81f9a4edb83709f1c6d4bea5a%7C0%7C0%7C638742216528059838%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ynsDeqeb1h4XpwajdbSiwyxgGtmY1%2F6mrUC7OXm8fqo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whitehouse.gov%2Fpresidential-actions%2F2025%2F01%2Fending-radical-indoctrination-in-k-12-schooling%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccde_communications_office%40CDE.STATE.CO.US%7Cc81b416fa5614ef7515508dd44a964a9%7Ca751cfc81f9a4edb83709f1c6d4bea5a%7C0%7C0%7C638742216528074178%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gLzGMaxozFYpkRXFEmQ8N04Na9UCnHoKxYXTTH%2FH%2FSg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.congress.gov%2Fbill%2F118th-congress%2Fhouse-bill%2F938%2Ftext&data=05%7C02%7Ccde_communications_office%40CDE.STATE.CO.US%7Cc81b416fa5614ef7515508dd44a964a9%7Ca751cfc81f9a4edb83709f1c6d4bea5a%7C0%7C0%7C638742216528087819%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BwpKQUIgZRcZe5iMR3x2cuXlg7v0rfetUxeMCImigZQ%3D&reserved=0

