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February 23, 2009

RE: CSAP and CSAPA Assessment Events
Superintendents, District Assessment Coordinators and Colorado Educators,

The Unit of Student Assessment is currently accepting applications for content experts interested in participating in various upcoming assessment events. These events will be held for the CSAP and the CSAPA. They will require different committees to support the test development work and other related processes. Participation is a tremendous professional development opportunity and will give you a new and beneficial specialized skill set. While you will be unable to share any confidential information, it is encouraged that you communicate the procedural knowledge gained at these events with others in your district.
Content committees are needed for math, reading, writing and science. Applicants must be considered NCLB “highly qualified” in the area for which they are applying. Committees must represent the ethnic diversity of the state and the regions of Colorado. Additionally, content experts whose qualifications include specific training in meeting the needs of the gifted and talented, English language learners and students with special needs are vital contributors.
We are very much aware of the tremendous commitment districts have for ensuring experienced educational professionals have the opportunity to participate in our development events, as well as the time and resources given to facilitate teacher participation. It is important to understand that these are not paid positions, although lodging, meals and mileage expenses will be reimbursed by the testing contractor. At this time, the cost of substitute teachers is not part of the reimbursement process. All events will be scheduled in the Denver Metro area.
Responsibilities of Content Experts:

Participants will support the ongoing development of their committee’s respective content area assessments. This requires working with live test items; therefore, confidentiality agreements will be signed before each session.

This work may include: 

· participation as a table leader in development events such as anchor review 

· participation and support in the review of newly developed test items
· participation in events meeting USDoE requirements around alignment studies
New Online Application Process:

Our application process is now online. All event applications can be accessed at the following link: https://forms.cde.state.co.us/cgi-bin/ezs.cgi?DATABASE=csapevent
An application is considered complete only when it includes all of the following:
· Application form (all fields completed)

· Current Resume/Vita

Upon receipt of the completed application, materials will be reviewed by the Unit of Student Assessment. The first event will take place in April, thus it is imperative that applications are submitted as soon as possible. Online submission of applications is preferred, but if necessary, they may also be submitted via email to Aragon_A@cde.state.co.us, or fax to (303) 866-6680, or mail to Colorado Dept. of Education, Unit of Student Assessment, room 502, Attn. Andrina Aragon, 201 East Colfax, Denver, CO 80203. 
The following schedule outlines the different events we anticipate holding. 
List of Scheduled Assessment Events for 2009
	Event
	Date & Duration


	Location
	Details
	Application Deadline

	Anchor Review

(All CSAP content areas)


	April 6-7, 2009 

(2 days)

	Denver Metro
	Support the CSAP scoring process for student assessments through collaborative work with the Scoring Supervisors
	March 6, 2009

	Content Alignment and Validity Review

	June 1-4, 2009 

(4 days)

	Denver Metro 
	Supporting the development of new CSAP content and test items, and examining the alignment of skills to objectives
	May 1, 2009

	Content Validity and Alignment Studies

(Tentative)

	Fall 2009 (TBD)
CSAP

Science only

CSAPA

All content areas


	Denver Metro
	Support the USDoE Peer Review process for studying the alignment between CSAP and CSAPA assessments and state standards
	TBD


The Unit of Student Assessment thanks you in advance for striving to be a part of this very important process. The work performed during these events is monumental to the development of the test and ensures the state’s assessments are accurate indicators of student performance.
Sincerely,

Beth Celva

Unit of Student Assessment

Colorado Department of Education
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