Overview of the NAEP 2007 Writing Assessment

Who was assessed?
· The NAEP 2007 assessment was administered to a stratified random sample of eighth- and twelfth-graders at the national level and to eighth-graders at the state level.

· Both public and nonpublic school students were assessed at the national level.

· At the state or jurisdiction level, only the results for public school students are reported.

· Ten urban districts voluntarily participated in the Trial Urban District Assessment (TUDA) of the NAEP 2007 Writing Assessment: Atlanta City; Austin Independent School District; Boston School District; Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools; City of Chicago School District 299; Cleveland Municipal School District; Houston Independent School District; Los Angeles Unified; New York City Public Schools; and San Diego City Unified.

· Forty-seven jurisdictions participated, including 45 states, the Bureau of Indian Education (BIE) and the Department of Defense Schools (Domestic and Overseas). Alaska, the District of Columbia, Maryland, Nebraska, Oregon and South Dakota did not participate in the 2007 NAEP state writing assessment, but they were included in the nationally representative sample.

History of NAEP Writing Assessments

· National samples
· Grade 4 in 1998 and 2002
· Grades 8 and 12 in 1998, 2002 and 2007
· State samples
· Grade 8 in 1998, 2002 and 2007
· Grade 4 in 2002
What is assessed?

· The NAEP Frameworks
 specify what is assessed and how it is to be assessed.
· The NAEP 2007 writing assessment is based on the 1998 writing assessment framework that also guided the 2002 assessment. A new framework is under development for the 2011 writing assessment.

· The writing framework emphasizes that writing addresses a variety of purposes and audiences. Three purposes are identified for all three grade levels:
· Narrative—telling a story
· Informative—informing the reader
· Persuasive-persuading the reader. 
· The emphasis varies by grade levels to reflect differing levels of student development and instructional focus.

Target percentage of assessment time in NAEP writing and actual number of NAEP writing tasks, by grade and purpose of writing: 2007
	Purpose of Writing
	Grade 8
	Grade 12

	
	Target % of assessment time
	Number

of tasks
	Target % of assessment time
	Number

of tasks

	Narrative
	33
	6
	25
	4

	Informative
	33
	6
	35
	6

	Persuasive 
	33
	5
	40
	7


· Descriptions of the three purposes for writing:

Narrative writing:

 Narrative writing encourages writers to incorporate their imagination and creativity in the production of stories or personal essays. At its best, narrative writing fosters imagination, creativity, and speculation by allowing writers to express their thoughts and emotions, and offers an opportunity for writers to analyze and understand their actions and those of others.

Informative writing: 

In informative writing, the writer provides the reader with information. Informative writing may involve reporting on events or experiences or analyzing concepts and relationships. When used as a means of exploration, informative writing helps both the writer and the reader to learn new ideas and to reexamine old conclusions.

Persuasive writing:

Persuasive writing seeks to persuade the reader to take action or to bring about change. This type of writing involves a clear awareness of what arguments might most affect the audience being addressed. Writing persuasively also requires the use of such skills as analysis, inference, synthesis, and evaluation.

How is writing assessed?
· Students responded to two writing tasks.

·  Tasks are usually a short text or visual stimulus that posed a situation, concern, or topic about which students are asked to write under timed conditions.
· Some prompts specify the audience, e.g. writing a letter to a friend or to a school board.  The forms of writing include essays, letters, reports, and stories.
· Prompts include photographs, cartoons, drawings, newspaper articles, letters, or literary works such as poems or stories.
· Each student received a brochure “How to Plan for Writing.”
· Students had space in the test booklet to plan their writing and were encouraged to edit and revise. 
How is writing scored?

· Student responses are evaluated according to a six-level scoring criteria that described six performance levels: unsatisfactory, insufficient, uneven, sufficient, skillful and excellent.

· Scoring guides are developed for each purpose for writing at each grade level, and include specific notes for raters describing various student responses at each level

· The guides emphasize students’ abilities to develop and elaborate ideas, organize their thoughts, and write grammatically correct prose.    

· Since assessment time is limited, the scoring process emphasize that the responses are to be viewed as first drafts and evaluated accordingly.

· Scoring process:

· Expert scorers are extensively trained to score applying the criteria consistently and fairly

· Scoring is monitored to ensure that the scoring standards are being adhered to reliably.

How is the NAEP writing assessment administered?

· Each student receives two 25-minute writing tasks, in addition to general background questions and writing-specific background questions.
· In order to provide a comprehensive assessment of writing and to minimize the burden on any individual student, NAEP uses matrix sampling.  Each student takes a subset of the total set of questions (2 of 17 tasks). 
· Because each set of items is administered to a representative sample of students, the results can be combined to produce average group and subgroup results based on the entire assessment.
How long does the NAEP assessment take?

· No more than about 1 hour per student to actually take the assessment—about 50 minutes on the writing questions, and a few more minutes on background questions.
How are results reported?

· Scale scores—indicate how much students know and can do.
· Average scale scores
· Percentiles
· Achievement levels—what students should know and be able to do.
· Subscales
· Range is 0-300
· The scale summarizes student performance across all three purposes for writing (narrative, informative and persuasive).
· There were not enough writing tasks to create a separate subscale for each writing purpose.
What are the achievement level descriptions?

Policy definitions of NAEP Achievement Levels: 

· Basic:  This level denotes partial mastery of prerequisite knowledge and skills that are fundamental for proficient work at each grade.

· Proficient:  This level represents solid academic performance for each grade assessed.  Students reaching this level have demonstrated competency over challenging subject matter, including subject-matter knowledge, application of such knowledge to real-world situations, and analytical skills appropriate to the subject matter.

· Advanced:  This level signifies superior performance.

NAEP Achievement Level descriptions for writing—set separately by grade:

Grade 8 

Basic (114)
Eighth grade students performing at the Basic level should be able to: demonstrate appropriate response to the task in form, content, and language; use some supporting details; demonstrate organization appropriate to the task; and demonstrate sufficient command of spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization to communicate to the reader.
Proficient (173)
Eighth grade students performing at the Proficient level should be able to: create an effective response to the task in form, content, and language; express analytical, critical, and/or creative thinking; demonstrate an awareness of the purpose and intended audience; have logical and observable organization appropriate to the task; show effective use of transitional elements; use sufficient elaboration to clarify and enhance the central idea; use language (e.g., variety of word choice and sentence structure) appropriate to the task; and have few errors in spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization that interfere with communication.

Advanced (224)
Eighth grade students performing at the Advanced level should be able to: create an effective and elaborated response to the task in form, content, and language; express analytical, critical, and/or creative thinking; have well-crafted, cohesive organization appropriate to the task; show sophisticated use of transitional elements; use varied and elaborated supporting details in appropriate, extended response; begin to develop a personal style or voice; demonstrate precise and varied use of language; use a variety of strategies such as analogies, illustrations, examples, anecdotes, and figurative language; and enhance meaning through control of spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.

Source:  National Assessment Governing Board. Writing Framework and Specifications for the 2007 National Assessment of Educational Progress. Washington, DC: Author 

�Appendix A.  Overview of Procedures Used for the NAEP 2007 Writing Assessment, State Report Generator.


� National Assessment Governing Board. Writing Framework and Specifications for the 2007 National Assessment of Educational Progress. Washington, DC: Author
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