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The power of readingThe power of reading

Research by Research by KrashenKrashen provides provides empiricalempirical
proofproof for what we teachers already for what we teachers already 
knowknow……
……that reading improvesthat reading improves

Vocabulary Vocabulary 
SpellingSpelling
GrammarGrammar
Writing styleWriting style



Why???Why???

Language is too complex to be learned Language is too complex to be learned 
one rule or word at a timeone rule or word at a time
Language acquisition comes from input, Language acquisition comes from input, 
NOT output NOT output 

comprehension, NOT productioncomprehension, NOT production



VocabularyVocabulary

Can be acquired by readingCan be acquired by reading
Synonyms do not adequately represent Synonyms do not adequately represent 
the meaning of a wordthe meaning of a word

differences between differences between saysay and and telltell
Subtle nuances canSubtle nuances can’’t be conveyed by t be conveyed by 
memorizing lists memorizing lists 

homeless vs. vagranthomeless vs. vagrant
Reading 1M words per year = several Reading 1M words per year = several 
thousand word growththousand word growth



SpellingSpelling

Reading improves spellingReading improves spelling
No instruction necessaryNo instruction necessary
Direct spelling instruction ineffective Direct spelling instruction ineffective 



GrammarGrammar

Mastery of the relative clause Mastery of the relative clause 
Mastery of grammatical propertiesMastery of grammatical properties

transitivity/intransitivitytransitivity/intransitivity
common collocationscommon collocations
prepositions:prepositions:““marriedmarried toto”” vs. vs. ““married withmarried with””
arguments:  arguments:  ““The burglar lurkedThe burglar lurked”” requires a requires a 
““wherewhere””

Direct instruction ineffective Direct instruction ineffective 



WritingWriting

Writing style comes from reading, NOT Writing style comes from reading, NOT 
from writing from writing 

Subconsciously absorbed and acquiredSubconsciously absorbed and acquired
More writing More writing ≠≠ better writing better writing 
Writing does have other virtues Writing does have other virtues 

Think through and solve problemsThink through and solve problems
Clarify and stimulate thinkingClarify and stimulate thinking



General knowledgeGeneral knowledge

Those who read more, know more Those who read more, know more 
Readers performed better on tests ofReaders performed better on tests of

HistoryHistory
LiteratureLiterature
Cultural and practical knowledgeCultural and practical knowledge
ScienceScience
Social studiesSocial studies
TOEFLTOEFL



Critical thinking & reasoningCritical thinking & reasoning

““Good thinkersGood thinkers”” are good readers are good readers 
““Creative peopleCreative people”” are good readersare good readers
““Successful adultsSuccessful adults”” are good readers are good readers 



As if that werenAs if that weren’’t enought enough……..

Reading is fun!!Reading is fun!!

But why use authentic literature?But why use authentic literature?
CanCan’’t I just use newspapers and t I just use newspapers and 
magazines?magazines?



Why use authentic literature?Why use authentic literature?

Research by Baycich shows that authentic Research by Baycich shows that authentic 
literature:literature:

ensures ensures continuedcontinued use of literacy outside the use of literacy outside the 
classroom.classroom.
students show students show more improvedmore improved literacy practices than literacy practices than 
did students in skilldid students in skill--based classes.based classes.

•• skill instruction was embedded in the context of the realskill instruction was embedded in the context of the real--life life 
materials.materials.

if the goal is to increase literacy use outside of class, if the goal is to increase literacy use outside of class, 
then authentic literacy instruction should be used.then authentic literacy instruction should be used.



Why use authentic literature?Why use authentic literature?

Students learn communicative competence Students learn communicative competence 
involving interpreting discourse in all its social involving interpreting discourse in all its social 
and cultural contexts. (and cultural contexts. (SavvidouSavvidou))

Volunteers and teachers who had worked with Volunteers and teachers who had worked with 
some of the students in past years cried as they some of the students in past years cried as they 
read what the students wrote.  Many of them read what the students wrote.  Many of them 
came up to me in utter disbelief at the gains the came up to me in utter disbelief at the gains the 
students made in such a short time. (students made in such a short time. (BassoffBassoff))



Why use authentic literature?Why use authentic literature?
Research by NixonResearch by Nixon--Ponder shows that authentic Ponder shows that authentic 
literature: literature: 

sparks an interest that workbooks and sparks an interest that workbooks and basalsbasals cannot.cannot.
fostersfosters

•• criticalcritical--thinking skillsthinking skills
•• love of readinglove of reading

stimulates students tostimulates students to
•• attend class more regularlyattend class more regularly
•• go to the library on their own timego to the library on their own time
•• discuss books, plots, charactersdiscuss books, plots, characters
•• relate these to their own personal livesrelate these to their own personal lives
•• become leaders among their peersbecome leaders among their peers



Why use authentic literature?Why use authentic literature?
NixonNixon--Ponder also found:Ponder also found:

““I never thought it would have this kind of impact on our I never thought it would have this kind of impact on our 
students.  It was an awakening that there is so much to students.  It was an awakening that there is so much to 
learn, to explore that was of interest to them.learn, to explore that was of interest to them.””

Finding books that are appropriate and stimulating for Finding books that are appropriate and stimulating for 
adults is the key. adults is the key. 



WhatWhat’’s wrong with these?s wrong with these?

We take your bags and send them in all We take your bags and send them in all 
directions.directions.

Copenhagen airline ticket officeCopenhagen airline ticket office

Would you like to ride on your own ass?Would you like to ride on your own ass?
Advertisement for donkey rides in ThailandAdvertisement for donkey rides in Thailand

You are invited to take advantage of the You are invited to take advantage of the 
chambermaidchambermaid

Japanese hotelJapanese hotel

From From SavvidouSavvidou



Vocabulary ActivitiesVocabulary Activities

Vocabulary PreviewVocabulary Preview
Semantic WebSemantic Web

Association ProcessAssociation Process
•• Connecting words to each otherConnecting words to each other
•• Enhances memory of meaningEnhances memory of meaning
•• Enhances retrievalEnhances retrieval
•• Opposites DONOpposites DON’’T attractT attract



Vocabulary ActivitiesVocabulary Activities

Merry Families Card GameMerry Families Card Game
Family ResemblancesFamily Resemblances
Synonym WebSynonym Web
CategoriesCategories



Resources:  Resources:  WordnetWordnet



Resources:  AWL GeneratorsResources:  AWL Generators



Grammar ActivitiesGrammar Activities

CollocationsCollocations
Irregular verbs pin the tail on the donkeyIrregular verbs pin the tail on the donkey
Sentence scramble Sentence scramble –– Letter TilesLetter Tiles

Whole wordsWhole words
3 letters per card3 letters per card



Writing ActivitiesWriting Activities

WhowhatwherewhenwhyWhowhatwherewhenwhy
Complete the StoryComplete the Story
SequencingSequencing
Abstraction PoemsAbstraction Poems
Collaborative WritingCollaborative Writing
Discussion PromptsDiscussion Prompts
Writing Sentences/ParagraphsWriting Sentences/Paragraphs
HomophonesHomophones



Other ActivitiesOther Activities

SelfSelf--Generated Language Generated Language –– sequence of sequence of 
eventsevents
Graphic organizersGraphic organizers

FamilyFamily
Listening skills:  ReadListening skills:  Read--aloudsalouds, cloze , cloze 
activitiesactivities
Acting, MimingActing, Miming



LetLet’’s Shares Share

IdeasIdeas

ExperiencesExperiences

Thoughts about applications to your Thoughts about applications to your 
classes and situationsclasses and situations



ConclusionConclusion

Using authentic literature:Using authentic literature:
Increases chances of lifeIncreases chances of life--long readinglong reading
Improves literacy practicesImproves literacy practices
Improves communicative practicesImproves communicative practices
Sparks studentsSparks students’’ interestsinterests
Stimulates connections to studentsStimulates connections to students’’ liveslives
Fosters criticalFosters critical--thinking skills and LOVE OF thinking skills and LOVE OF 
READINGREADING
Empowers studentsEmpowers students



ConclusionConclusion

Authentic Literature:Authentic Literature:
Easy to useEasy to use
Wide range of activitiesWide range of activities

Kinesthetic activities:  vocabulary, Kinesthetic activities:  vocabulary, 
grammar, writing, and othersgrammar, writing, and others
Kinesthetic and playful ActivitiesKinesthetic and playful Activities

highly effectivehighly effective
learning learning ““stickssticks””


