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Colorado Statute 22-2-124 

22-2-124. Family literacy education grant program - rulemaking - repeal. 

(1) This section shall be known and may be cited as the "Colorado Family Literacy 
Act of 2002". 

(2) As used in this section, unless the context otherwise requires: 

(a) "Adult literacy education" means an educational program designed to provide 
basic academic skills and training in mathematics, writing, reading, and language, and 
may include English literacy instruction. 

(b) "Competence in the English language" means English language comprehension, 
speaking, reading, and writing skills. 

(c) "Eligible adult" means a person who meets the following criteria: 

(I) Is at least sixteen years of age; 

(II) Is not enrolled in a public or private secondary or postsecondary school; and 

(III) (A) Lacks a high school diploma or its equivalent; or 

(B) Is in need of English language instruction; or 

(C) Lacks sufficient mastery of basic educational skills necessary to enable the person 
to function effectively as a partner in the educational development of his or her children. 

(d) "Eligible parent" means an eligible adult who has one or more children in need of 
family literacy education, and who can certify to the department of education that each 
said child is enrolled in a public elementary or secondary school in the state. "Eligible 
parent" includes a legal guardian, grandparent, stepparent, aunt, uncle, sibling, or other 
person with whom the child lives on a full-time basis or who has been designated by a 
parent, legal guardian, or court-appointed adult to act in place of the parent. 

(e) "English literacy" means instruction that is designed to assist individuals of 
limited English proficiency to achieve competence in the English language, thus allowing 
them to understand and navigate governmental, educational, and workplace systems. 

(f) "Family literacy education" means services that are of sufficient intensity and 
duration to make sustainable changes in a family and that integrate all of the following: 

(I) Interactive literacy activities between an eligible parent and his or her child; 

(II) Training of an eligible parent to be the primary teacher for his or her child and to 
be a full partner in the education of his or her child; 
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(III) Parent literacy training that leads to economic self-sufficiency; and 

(IV) Age-appropriate education to prepare participating children for success in 
school. 

(g) "Intergenerational services" means activities that link adult literacy programs to 
home and school settings that are of sufficient intensity and duration to promote literacy 
development in the family. 

(h) "Literacy" means an individual's ability to read, write, and speak English and to 
compute and solve problems at levels of proficiency necessary to function on the job and 
in society in order to achieve one's goals and to develop one's knowledge and potential. 

(i) "Local education provider" means an institution or organization which may be any 
of the following: 

(I) An educational entity recognized by the department as providing appropriate and 
effective family literacy education programs; 

(II) A community college; 

(III) A community-based organization of demonstrated effectiveness; 

(IV) A library; 

(V) A literacy council or other literacy institute; 

(VI) A school district or local educational agency; 

(VII) A nonprofit agency; 

(VIII) A nonprofit institution, other than one described in this paragraph (i), having 
the ability to provide literacy services to families and adults; 

(IX) A business or business association, other than one described in this paragraph (i), 
having the ability to provide literacy services to families and adults either on-site or off-
site; 

(X) A volunteer literacy organization of demonstrated effectiveness; 

(XI) A work force board, as defined in section 8-71-203, C.R.S., that oversees a work 
force investment program described in the "Colorado Work Force Investment Act", part 2 
of article 71 of title 8, C.R.S.; 

(XII) A one-stop partner, as described in section 8-71-216, C.R.S., under the 
"Colorado Work Force Investment Act", part 2 of article 71 of title 8, C.R.S.; 
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(XIII) A consortia of entities described in this paragraph (i). 

(j) "Support services" means those services necessary to enable eligible parents and 
their children and other eligible adults to participate in and benefit from a family literacy 
or an adult literacy education program. 

(3) There shall be established within the department the family literacy education 
grant program. Local education providers may apply to the department for grants to 
provide the following services: 

(a) Family literacy education for eligible parents and their children; 

(b) Adult literacy education for eligible adults, including but not limited to 
intergenerational services; and 

(c) English language literacy education for adults needing English language 
instruction, including but not limited to intergenerational services. 

(4) Grant recipients may use the funds awarded pursuant to this section for the 
following activities: 

(a) Training for paid and volunteer instructors of family literacy and adult literacy 
education; 

(b) Staffing literacy education programs by providing salaries, wages, benefits, books, 
and other instructional materials; 

(c) Administering family literacy education programs; 

(d) Providing support services necessary to enable individuals to participate in and 
benefit from the family literacy education grant program; and 

(e) Outreach activities to enroll eligible parents and their children and to recruit 
volunteer tutors to support instructors. 

(5) The state board shall adopt such procedures, rules, and forms as may be necessary 
to implement the family literacy education grant program. Applications shall be made to 
the department in such form and at such time as the state board may prescribe. Grant 
moneys received under the family literacy education grant program may be used in 
conjunction with funds received from any other public or private source. 

(6) The state board shall consider, at a minimum, the following factors when 
evaluating applications for grants through the family literacy education grant program: 

(a) The percentage of children in the schools in the areas to be served whose parents 
lack a high school diploma; 
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(b) The percentage of eligible adults expected to be enrolled in family literacy or 
adult literacy education programs funded by the grant who are members of minority 
groups; 

(c) The percentage of eligible adults in any local area to be served using grant moneys 
who do not have certificates of graduation from a secondary school and who are not 
currently enrolled in family literacy or adult literacy education programs; 

(d) The percentage of eligible parents with limited English skills; and 

(e) (I) The percentage of eligible parents and their children expected to be enrolled in 
family literacy or adult literacy programs funded by the grant who are receiving either 
state or federal public assistance; or 

(II) The percentage of eligible parents in the area to be served who are unemployed 
workers. 

(7) (a) The department may audit the records and accounts of family literacy 
education providers relating to grants awarded pursuant to this section. A local education 
provider shall make the records and accounts available to the department upon request. 

(b) Upon completion of any family literacy education program funded, in part, by a 
grant awarded pursuant to this section, each local education provider shall report to the 
department the same information on the state-funded program as is required to be 
reported by title II of the federal "Workforce Investment Act of 1998", as amended, 20 
U.S.C. sec. 9201 et sec., for federally funded programs, along with data concerning the 
children's education component. The department may request such additional information 
as may be required by rule of the state board. 

(c) On or before January 15, 2003, and on or before January 15 each year thereafter, 
the department shall provide an annual report to the education committees of the senate 
and house of representatives, which describes state-administered family literacy 
education activities for the prior fiscal year. Local education providers having family 
literacy and adult literacy education programs that receive grant moneys pursuant to this 
section shall assist the department in the development of the report. The report shall 
address the responsibilities of state and local agencies and shall describe measures taken 
to provide a coordinated and comprehensive service delivery system. 

(8) (a) The department is authorized to receive and expend gifts, donations, or grants 
of any kind from any public or private entity to carry out the purposes of this section, 
subject to the terms and conditions under which given; except that no gift, donation, or 
grant shall be accepted if the conditions attached thereto require the use or expenditure 
thereof in a manner contrary to law. 

(b) Any gifts, grants, or donations received pursuant to paragraph (a) of this 
subsection (8) shall be transmitted to the state treasurer who shall credit the same to the 
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family literacy education fund, which fund is hereby created in the state treasury. The 
family literacy education fund shall consist of any moneys credited thereto pursuant to 
this subsection (8) and any moneys that may be appropriated thereto by the general 
assembly. All investment earnings derived from the deposit and investment of the 
moneys in the family literacy education fund shall be credited to the fund. Any 
unexpended and unencumbered moneys remaining in the family literacy education fund 
at the end of any fiscal year shall remain in the fund and shall not be transferred to the 
general fund or any other fund. 

(9) (a) It is the intent of the general assembly that no general fund moneys be 
appropriated for the purposes of implementing this section. 

(b) (I) If sufficient moneys have not been credited to the family literacy education 
fund pursuant to subsection (8) of this section prior to December 1, 2002, the state 
treasurer shall immediately provide notification of such fact to the department and the 
revisor of statutes. 

(II) This section is repealed upon receipt by the revisor of statutes of the notification 
described in subparagraph (I) of this paragraph (b). 

Source: L. 2002: Entire section added, p. 814, § 2, effective May 30. 

Editor's note: This section was originally numbered as 22-2-122 in House Bill 02-1303 but 
has been renumbered on revision for ease of location. 

Cross references: For the legislative declaration contained in the 2002 act enacting this 
section, see section 1 of chapter 224, Session Laws of Colorado 2002. 
 


