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The Northern Colorado Professional Development €data project of the Colorado Department of Etlona
under the Adult Education and Family Literacy AREFLA). The NCPDC goals include: develop and
maintain a collection of instructional and professil resources, provide technical assistance ohieg
techniques, curriculum, assessment, and prograsia@went. In addition, the NCPDC provides prof@sal
development through teacher training.
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Standard #2 Curriculum and Instructional Materials (page 20)

2A. The program has a process for developing curriculum that is based on a needs
assessment of learners and includes participation and input from other stakeholders.

2E. The curriculum and instructional materials are easily accessible, up to date,
appropriate for adult learners, culturally sensitive, oriented to the language and literacy
needs of the learners, and suitable for a variety of learning styles.

Sample Measures for Instructional Materials: (page 79)
1. They are up to date (e.g. published within the past 10 years).
2. They contain relevant content.

3. They take into account the linguistic and cultural diversity of the student
population.

4. The layout and formatting (including font size) is appropriate for the student
population.

5. Visuals and graphics are clear, appropriate for adults and culturally sensitive.

6. Voice and sound in audiovisual materials are clear, authentic, and appropriate.
7. The materials address a variety of learning styles.

8. The materials are conducive to being used with a variety of grouping strategies.

9. The materials contain exercises in which learners share previous experience with
prior knowledge of the content.
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The following model standards, current teaching strategies and methods are used to
rate textbook effectiveness:

Integrates four language skills: speaking, listening, reading, writing
Incorporates life skills included in course outline.

Receptive skills before productive (listen/read before speak/write)
Integrates different learning styles: aural, oral, visual, kinesthetic

Incorporates and varies different methodologies and techniques: Natural
Approach, Communicative Competence, TPR, meaningful interchanges,
conversations, drill, role play, information gap, problem solving, jazz chants,
interview etc.

Grouping strategies: individual, pair, group and team work
Incorporates higher level thinking skills and problem solving
Sufficient student practice

Grammar: taught in context; spiraling activities
Interactive/communicative approaches

Vocabulary: target vocabulary in lesson, recycled in lesson
Reading: pre-read, read, post-read activities; theme recycled
Writing activities integrated in text

Assessments and self evaluations at end of unit; final tests
Design and Format: illustrations, type size, color/black white, layout
Pace appropriate to level

Promotes cross-cultural awareness
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The following standards are taken from a list of standards in Section 4 on

materials selection. These standards are the ones from the list that are not

specific to adults with disabilities, but are universal for adult learning:
Standards for Selecting Instructional Materials

1. The instructional material is appropriate for an adult, regardless of the
person’s age, gender, race, ethnicity, and primary language.

2. The instructional principles used to promote learning are clearly stated and
consistent with what is known about adult learning.

3. The learning outcomes that can be expected are clearly described.

4. The results achieved by using the instructional materials can be used to make
decisions regarding further instruction.

5. The procedures for checking the learner’s progress are clear and easy to use.

6. The requirements for literacy practitioners to learn to use the material are
reasonable.
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Objective

Teacher Demonstrates
Knowledge of this Topic

Teacher Needs to Expand
Knowledge in this Topic

Teacher Demonstrates Little or
No Knowledge of this Topic

=

Understand the benefits @
using textbooks for
classroom or individual
instruction.

Identify types and major
components of ESL
textbooks.

Identify criteria for
choosing and evaluating
effective ESL textbooks.

Create program-specific
criteria for textbook
selection.
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