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 Independent study is a form of education undertaken 
by an individual student with little to no supervision.  

 
 

  

Definition 
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 Students must meet all enrollment, attendance, and scheduling 
requirements as of the pupil enrollment count date.  
 
 Students participating in an independent study program can include only 

the time of actual teacher-pupil instruction and teacher-pupil contact.  
 
 If a student is participating in only independent study courses, then the 

student is eligible for a maximum of part-time funding only.  
 

 

Funding Eligibility 
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 The district should be prepared to provide documentation 
supporting the number of actual teacher-pupil instruction and 
teacher-pupil contact hours in the first half of the school year.  
 
 The district should also be prepared to provide a course 

description, as well as expectations of that student for the 
independent study class or classes.  
  

Audit Documentation 
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Alma Apple is enrolled in two independent study courses.  She works two hours a day 
on each course unsupervised, and she meets with a teacher one day a week for one 
hour.  How many hours a week can Alma count towards her teacher-pupil instruction 
and teacher-pupil contact minutes to determine her funding eligibility? 
 
A. 10 
B. 11 
C. 1 
D. None 
 
 

Independent Study Example 
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Alma Apple is enrolled in two independent study courses.  She works two hours a day 
on each course unsupervised, and she meets with a teacher one day a week for one 
hour.  How many hours a week can Alma count towards her teacher-pupil instruction 
and teacher-pupil contact minutes to determine her funding eligibility? 
 
A. 10 
B. 11 
C. 1 
D. None 
 
 

Independent Study Example 
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Contact FAST: 
 

Scott Abbey, FAST Supervisor 
(303) 866-6153 

Abbey_s@cde.state.co.us 
 

Melody Barnett, Field Analyst 
(303) 866-6804 

Barnett_m@cde.state.co.us 
 

Shaheedah Chase, Field Analyst 
(303) 866-6880 

Chase_s@cde.state.co.us 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Kharis Eppstein, Field Analyst 
(303) 866-6879 

Eppstein_k@cde.state.co.us 
 

Rebecca McRee, Field Analyst 
Coordinator 

(303) 866-6805 
Mcree_r@cde.state.co.us 

 

 
 

Thank you! 
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Questions? 
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