Colorado Alternate Grade 5 Science
Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs)
Students demonstrate science concepts and skills aligned to the Grade Level Expectations and Extended
Evidence Outcomes contained in the Colorado Academic Standards.
With appropriate support, Advanced students can typically:
 Demonstrate that the weight of a mixture is the same before and after separation
 Distinguish between healthy choices and unhealthy choices for the human body
 Compare and contrast characteristics between groups of plants and groups of animals
 Sort animals by observable characteristics
 Identify ways to conserve resources
 Identify landforms that are created by Earth’s forces
 Identify forms of precipitation by physical characteristics
With appropriate support, At Target students can typically:
 Determine the weight of an individual component of a mixture after separation
 Identify the function of the internal organs of the human body
 Recognize a relationship between healthy choices and a healthy body
 Understand how plants and animals get the food they need to survive
 Compare the physical characteristics of plants to plants and animals to animals
 Distinguish between renewable and nonrenewable resources
 Identify forces that create common landforms
 Use weather condition symbols to recognize different types of weather based on observable characteristics
With appropriate support, Approaching Target students can typically:
 Identify physical properties of matter
 Select appropriate tools to separate simple mixtures based on physical properties
 Separate simple mixtures based on physical properties
 Identify the functions of the sensory organs, stomach, lungs, and heart
 List ways to maintain a healthy body
 List observable characteristics of animals
 Match animals to animals and plants to plants based on similar physical characteristics
 List basic survival needs for plants and animals
 List Earth’s resources
 Identify a source of energy as renewable or nonrenewable
 Label basic landforms of Earth
 Compare forms of precipitation
With appropriate support, Emerging students can typically:
 Recognize physical properties of matter
 Identify observable parts of the human body
 Recognize basic survival needs for plants and animals
 Identify basic Earth resources
 Recognize basic landforms of Earth
 Identify common forms of precipitation (e.g., rain and snow)
 Recognize sources of daily/weekly weather information
An Inconclusive designation is given to students who did not respond to any items on the assessment.

