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Background 

Colorado’s New School and District Performance Frameworks Coming in December 2010
Following is provided as background and may be used for publication. 
Key Elements of New State Accountability System

· Today, Colorado has a clearer picture of how much students have achieved and how well schools are helping students reach their learning goals. 
· When district and school performance frameworks are released in December 2010, the public will have ready access to information about how well schools are helping students reach proficiency in preparation for college and career success. 

· These new performance reports provide a more comprehensive look at how each school and district in the state is performing. Results for schools and districts will be posted, along with all Colorado Growth Model and CSAP data, at www.schoolview.org. 

· In the past, the state rated a school’s performance based only on annual CSAP results. Now, school ratings will reflect student learning over time (growth rates); efforts to close achievement gaps among groups of students; ACT scores; graduation rates; dropout rates and CSAP results.
· All of this information draws a much more complete picture of how effective schools and districts are in improving student achievement each year and over time, closing achievement gaps, and preparing students for the workforce or college.
· Using this data, districts will be ranked into these six categories:

· Accredited with Distinction
· Accredited

· Accredited with Improvement Plan
· Accredited with Priority Improvement Plan
· Accredited with Turnaround Plan
· Unaccredited

· Schools will be classified into these categories by CDE and districts will assign accreditation categories:

· Performance

· Improvement

· Priority Improvement

· Turnaround
· This approach marks a new chapter for the Colorado Department of Education. CDE will work side-by-side with struggling districts and schools to help improve student performance. For example, teams of experts may be sent to work with staff at Turnaround and Priority Improvement Schools. Schools and districts that are performing well will receive more autonomy and serve as models for others across the state. 

· The Colorado Growth Model—a data tool launched in 2009—provides a common understanding of how individual students and groups of students progress from year to year toward meeting or exceeding state standards. 
· The growth model identifies where each student begins and tracks his or her progress over time. The Colorado Growth Model allows parents, students, teachers and principals to see what rate of growth is needed to help students reach or maintain proficiency.  
· Reaching proficiency by the 10th grade is an important indicator of readiness for college and career success, an expectation for all students in Colorado by the time they graduate. Teachers, principals and parents now have more information than ever before about how much help each student needs to achieve this goal—well before they enter high school. 

· The growth model uses CSAP data to calculate a student’s “growth percentile,” or how much academic ground the student gains in a year. This student’s growth is compared to his peers and ranked. Growth above the 65th percentile is considered high growth while anything below the 35th percentile is considered low growth. 

· Colorado is leading the nation in two areas—first, in using the growth model to improve learning and, second, in making school and district performance information easily available online at www.schoolview.org. The Web site has replaced school accountability reports.
· A dozen states, including Indiana and Arizona, are adopting the Colorado Growth Model and the online data tool SchoolView. 
· Leaders in these states are shaping the national conversation about what’s needed to ensure schools increase rates of academic success for all students. Other states are expected to sign on.
· All of these efforts are building toward the creation of a multi-state online tool for educators, parents and the community that builds widespread understanding of school and district performance.
For more information on the Education Accountability Act of 2009, visit http://www.cde.state.co.us/scripts/reforms/index.asp and click on Accountability Alignment.
For more information, contact Mark Stevens, 303-866-3898, or Megan McDermott, 303-866-2334, in the CDE Office of Communications. To sign up for the CDE e-mail news service, please visit http://www.cde.state.co.us/Communications/index.html. 

Follow us on Twitter at http://twitter.com/codepted
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